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This  rnorninp the first Grand Couric'l is t o  3 e  kid, m d  it nny well  
be s u ~ n o s c l !  t h a t  tbere  l as z3n e a r l y  stir 'nd g rea t  r,repaYationq. It was an 
event  t o  which t h e  Indians had been looking w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  ?or as  g e t  
they .tiers 1mir.forn.ed of t h e  purposes c f  tk Cmernment. 'The pst  n igh t  had been 
t o  nle one of anngryance, so far a s  my per:;oneJ comfort,was concerned, f o r  t h e r e  
was n'> o p l - o r t u ~ i t y  to  s l e e p ;  but  viewed i n  re ference  t o  the ob jec t s  o f  tk 
asrierbly, was g ra t i fy j~ng .  On Saturday it had been mnounced by Col. h i t c h e l l ,  
through t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  t h a t  the next  day ,  Sunday, was the  "Jhi tc  $an's 
m d i c i n e  Lay," mc? for thn t  reason he VOUIC m t  b l d  Council., o r  t r a n s a c t  any 
busine-s. Everything t h a t  g e r t a i n s  t~2 the  :reat S p i r i t  tke  Ind ians  regard and 
designat5 p s  "lxiedicine. " 

Xvery one, whi tes  and Indians,  seeuid t o  look  f o r  tho ~ o r n i n g ,  and 
dverybody m n s  e a r l y  a f loa t .  From dawn u n t i l  9 o'clock, when the cann n was 
f i r e d  -nd the ?el:? hois ted ,  a s  a s i p n d  f o r  tb.e Council t o  assemble,. p a r t i e s  
of Indians Eere co1ni118 i n  from every d i r e c t i o n .  I t e v e  taken %ins  t o  for111 
en es t imute  of t h e  ~ l m b e r  ? r e s e n t ,  and by t h e  number cf lodges,  e $ t i n a t i n g ,  
a s  i s  cormon - i t h  those f a n i l i a r  v i t h  the Indians,  we had ascembl.eC over  nine 
th:>usacd. ~J lowinf :  f c r  " s o l d i e r s , "  hrnds ~ i i t h m ~ t  lodges, I be l ieve  t'le 
nunher might be s a f e l y  s e t  down ns e-7coed!r~i: t e h  thousand. 

i hen  t h e  cannon had gi. m f o r t h  its thunder, tEe wMle p1air.s s e e d  t o  
be covered wi th  t h e  v!&ix?g xrasnes of c h i e f s ,  warri*:rs, men, women and chi ldren;  
s o m  on harse-back, s o m  on foot .  Thechiefs and Hraves were ezcected t o  go 
i n t o  Council - f o r  o n l y  the  p r i n c i p a l  rmn tcke p a r t  i n  important d e l i b e r e t i o n s  
l i k e  t h i s  - genera l ly  came on f c o t ;  then  followed the  young m n ,  mounted end on 
foot ,  tken the squaws and chi ldren .  U n t i l  the s i g n a l  was given f o r  t h e  Council 
t o  a s s e ~ h l e ,  t h e  masses had remained a t  a d i s t ance  from t l ~ e  tem;orary arbor  

prepared f o r  the occasion. Hut when the whole body co-nced moving t o  t h e  
coxuon cen t r e ,  e s i g h t  mas presented of most t h r i l l i n g  icterest. Each na t ion  
spyroached with i t s  own n e c u l i a r  song o r  dem,nstrat ion,  end such a combination @ 
rude, wild and f a n t a s t i c  m n n e r s  and dresses ,  never waq witnessed. I t  i s  not  -_ 
probable t h a t  an opportunity w i l l  again be  presented o f  se ing  s o  many t r i b e s  
assenbled t o g e t h e r  displaying a l l  the p e c c l i a r i t i e s  of fea tures ,  d re s s ,  equip- 
ments, w d  hor ses ,  ,-ad e v e r y t h l n p l s e ,  e&.ibi t i rq t h e i r  d . l d  not ions of e l e -  
gance and ~ r o p r i e t y .  

They came out  t h i s  rrslrninp, not a m e d  or  y i n t e d  f o r  war, but  decl;.ed 
out  i n  a l l  t h e i r  b e s t  r e g a l i a ,  ?om?, Ta in t  and d i s p l a y  f o r  peace. The Chiefs 
m d  Braves were dressed  wi th  punct i l ious  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i w o s i n g  e f f e c t .  The 
nEiuckc" (young m n )  were . u t  on horse or  e foo t ,  i n  a l l  the  "onpeq and d i s p l a y  
of p r a i r i e  "dandies." I n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  ?D be e l e g a n t ,  f ~ s h i o n a b l e  e x q u i s i t e ,  
i t  must be confessed t h a t  the P r a i r i e  Dady ,  a f t e r  h i s  roanner, d i sp lays  quite 
a s  much sense and t a s t e  ES h i s  c i t y  prototype,with h i s  advantage. The Illdian 
does not  conceal h i s  f e a t u r e s  mith a suprabundance o f  hair. I n  t t e i r  bear ings ,  
and e f f o r t s  t o  show ? r i d e  of d re s s  and t i n s e l ,  they  a re  on a yar. 

The squaws were o u t  ir a l l  the r i chness  and embellishments of t h e i r  
"toggery." Their d i s p l a y s ,  according t o  & e i r  s t a t i o n s  nnd t h e  wealth of t h e i r  
husbands o r  f a t h e r s ,  mtrked t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  d r e s s ,  and their d i s t ingue  i n  
gen tee l  Indian soc ie ty .  The "be l les"  ( t h e r e  cise Indian  an we l l  as  c iv i l iz ,ed  
b e l l e s )  were out  i n  a l l  they cou ld  r a i s e  of f i n e r y  and costume, and the ww they 
f launted ,  t i t t e r e d ,  ta lked  an! made e f f o r t s  t o  show off  t o  the  b e s t  advantage 
before the  Bucks, j u s t l y  e n t i t l e d  ti.em to the c i v i l i z e d  appela t ion  we have given 
them. 'Ile ccncluded t h a t  coquetry was not  of fore ign  o r i g l n .  Even m r e  than 
ord inary  care had been b e s t a - e d  on the d r e s s  of the chi ldren.  They were ev iden t ly  


