
W i f t  i n  a par t icu lar  direction.  For instance i f  ra m b e r  of old Indians 

o r  old so la ie rs  agree tha t  at  a par t icu lar  point there  was hot f ighting,  

and that  elsewhere the  f ight ing  was l i k e  Indians chasing bxdfaloes, 

I should assume t h a t  the consensus of oonclusions hed s e t t l e d  tha t  

matter f o r  good and a l l ,  However, I a m  loa th  t o  place very much 

nfid.ence i n  the unswporterl ata.teo~ents of Red o r  white men who @re 

svrvivors, becev-se es old age comes on they get t o  romancing, The 

h i s t o r i c a l  people i n  Washington t e l l  me tha t  they wrote l e t t e r s  t o  

ever;g old so ld ier  who had been a t  the L i t t l e  B i g  Horn and they found 

t ha t  of those who would answer questions as the r e su l t  of interrogator ies  

nothing of value could be gotten from them. I think the  best r e s u l t s  

a re  obtained from d ia r i e s  wri t ten a t  the  time, o r  l e t t e r s ,  or  statements 

i n  newspapers a t  o r  near the  time of the b a t t l e  o r  engagement which is 

being considered, 

I bought your book a t  once, Yow description of the  

panic is  a class ic .  It i s  a masterpiece. I have a good opixion 02 

S l t ; t l r g  Bull as I have told you. It is inco-ilcexvetbie t r i c a b  ne eouiu oe a 

eowara ar~u nave tile value l i~ rkue~r ;e  t r ~ 8 - b  ne cer%=,,Ay ntm over tne InUians, 

A s  I s ta ted  above, I am very much afraid  of old peoplesf t a l e s  a t  the  

present time about matters t b n t  oco~are& f i f t y  o r  more years ago. 

You have a f ine  subject f o r  your new book an& it i s  

almost virgin ground. Very t r u l y  yours, - \ 


