TELEPHOMNE BRONXVILLE 3938

CHARLES FRANCIS BATES e 0

ATTORNEY AT LAW & :"

MILBURN BLOCK 5
BRONXVILLE, N. V. 2

Answers to other questions.

Girard gives his initials in the Court of Inquiry as F.¥. s0 I should
assume those initials to be correct. '

I do not think that Girard or De Rudio are reliable. I would weigh

heir statements with great care and &8 4 rule not accept them unless
there is other confirmation. Most of their testimony is very favoresble
to Custer on controverted matters. Girard Joved.to he.din the limelight.
He claimed to have been the first one to see Custer's body and that he
went there alone. I don't believe that he dared venture away from

the protecting shelter of the main body. It wag a four mile trip

from Reno Hill to Custer Hill and there probsbly were prowling Indians
eround even after the mein body had retreated.

Of course, you kxnow all about De RKudio's connection with the —
attempted assdssination of Napoleon the III and how his appointment was
held up, that is his appointment as an officer of the U.S.Army for that
reason, although he wes subsegueuntly appointed.

De Rudio wrote some article for the Harper's PYblishing house,.
but I canznot give you the reference. Girard's anc De Rutio0's remaining
in the bottom after the Reno flight might have been all right, but

~ there was no reason why they should not have joined Reno on the bluff
28 thirteen others who were left in the bottom did Jjoin on the afternoon
of the 25th. I understand that the whole circumstrnces of the Te fudi
f;>Girard contingent joiing so late were regarded as very suspicious, but
of course their testimony should be weigh®®, Tirard told tW5 Very wilad
stories in regard to the campaign, but at the same time he saw a lot
and has told a great deal that is true. This is one of the problems >(

how to separate the truth from the mythe which have grown up around this
whole story of the Little Big Horn.
Girard is unguestionably the same Girard who was at rort
nBerthold. I do not know anything about his connection with the fur

ltusiness or his association with gitting Bull.,
I do no* know of any separate book which has been written by an
Indian but the interviews are many and differ widely, You have
to diwrHint a 2 §7 86y 10 regarc 1O CETImEYEE 0f time
es to the lensth of the fight, the L.B.H. battle, likewise all that
trhey say about the nurber ¢f their own caztialtlies o Ul ?33Wt?fi@i>
o0l te eoldiers, “ney could not count and could only tell time
by looking at the sun,

owever, carefully sifted,the Indian secounts of the
L.B.H. fight are extremely valusble. vearly all of them agree
that the fisht in the bottom was a buffETS hunt snd that the
Zoldiers on Cuerter ITTT died hard, & tong.tstow fisht of consjdersble

SGTation. althoush some ol thew in speaking of the Tensth ot

the Tight are undoubtedly telling the truth when they say it only
lasted a very chort time. They refer, of course, to the flnalq
rush and end of the Aisaster, which is what I always call it ané not =




