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of my pos i t ion  and especia l ly  t ha t  I may gain a share i n  your pious rerne~nbran- 
ces. 'me f i r m  conviction tha t  1 am accompanied by many fervent  prayers is a 
sweet encouragement t o  me and c o n ~ o l a t i o n . ~  

While Father De Saet  is  occupied with h i s  writing, sudderlljc the drowsy 
spring day is  e l e c t r i f i e d  by the sound of a hoarse whistle i n  thc distance. The 

. Indians arouse themselves from t h e i r  meditation. Pananniapapi approaches the 
open window. He addresses the  p r i e s t  i n  tho language of the  Yankton: 

"Black Dobe, the boat comes.* 

Already there is  a clamor ra i sed  i n  the tovm. There is  the 10- halloo,  
wSteamboatt" Boys shouting, run along the fence with dogs barking a t  t h e i r  heels. 
A woman, laughing, with he r  apron thrown over her head goes by the gate. 

The p r i e s t  s ea l s  h i s  l e t t e r .  ;Ele goes about h i s  packing. Yhe young curate 
stands a t  the door of the room b idd iw  h i s  guest goodby. There is need f o r  haste. 
~LLready can be heard the clanging of the s h i p t s  b e l l  a s  the Guidon ulakes a l ~ n d i n g .  

i 
Vaen the  two white nien emerge f rou the hmse ,  the  Indians a re  waiting a t  

the gate t o  join them. Thus Father i)e &let, escorted by some 20 painted Indians, 
embarked upon h i s  mission of peace, 

He went t o  the t r i be s ,  prepared f o r  any f a t e ,  f o r  the hand of t ho  dioux 
was ra i sed  against  the white race. He found himself, however, v~elcoliled eagcrly a s  
they poured out t o  him t h e i r  s ide of the story. he found t ha t  h i s  mission resolv- 
ed i t s e l f  from one of rebuke to the savages t o  one of mak iq  excused f o r  the seem- 
ing bad f a i t h  of thhc r~Lites.  i ~ e  Left the  Indian country burdened with the problem 
of the future  of the  red men, and determined t o  bring t h e i r  s ide  of it t o  the a t t e ,  
t i on  of the government, 

During the  succeeding months the government endeavorec t o  form an  Indian 
policy wliich would s e t t l e  forever any problenls t h a t  might a r i se .  In the  year 1868 
a grea t  peace ccamnission was sen t  t o  rneet a l l  the  t r i b e s  which were t o  assemble at 
E'ort i:ice. Yhe members of t h i s  commission included Gens. dherman, Iiarney, Sanborn, 

Terry and Sheridan. C o n t r a s t i x  strangely with t h i s  iniposing array of mi l i t a ry  
au tho r i t i e s  was the gent le  p r i e s t ,  De jmet, included a l so  on tho canmission. Y%e 
success of the conference was f e l t  i n  o la rge  meosure t o  depend upon h i s  influence 
with the Indians, and upon tho resibect and love wliich they had for  him. 

i e r i v ing  a t  Fort  Rice the conmission met with a di f f i cu l ty .  although a large  
number of Indians were gathered there, the hos t i l e s ,  and they were tue q p s t  -or- 
t n a t  ones t o  reach, refused t o  come i n  o r  t o  l i s t e n  t o  the white men. li'he Xndiana 
at the f o r t  reported t h a t  the hos t i l e s  were on the warpath, not only againgt the 
whites, but agains t  the t r i b e s  t h a t  remained f r iendly  t o  them. For a time the 
@;reat peace commission from which so  much had been hoped, seemed doomed t o  f a i l -  
w e  before i t  was s ta r t ed .  

;Tn $&is c r i s i s ,  Father De m e t ,  s o  eager was he f o r  an 
es tabl ished peace between the races and rea l i z ing  t ha t  f o r  the  hos t i l e s  t o  remain 
out  a t  t h i s  time would me- a Bloody w a r  of extermination, determined to  go t o  
them, t o  t r y  t o  persuade then t o  come i n  t o  the  council a t  Fort  Hice. 


