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' -+'Early i n  the morning we had made every preparation f o r  a long journey. 
The I<evfd Father De Srnet then assembled a l l  vrho were t o  accompany us, formed a 
c i r c l e ,  then offered one of t he  most impressive and appropriate prayers f o r  the 
occasion. A t  7 i i .1~ .  we made a start.(*The s t a r t i n g  point  i s  given i n  I)e S e t ' s  
account a s  Fort  iiice, i7.D.) Besides myself and Father I)e &net was an escor t  of 
e ighty  f r i end ly  Upper and Lower Yanctonaix, Cut Head, Buckfee t  and Unkapapa 
Indians. k f t e r  t r ave l1  twenty two miles,  we formed camp on the north bank of 
Cannon B a l l  Hiver. (**@had t ravel led  southwest t o  t h i s  well kxown r ive r .  m e  
f a c t s  about a s  t o  the condition of country, roads,, prevalence of anaelope, and 
growth of cottonwood a r e  t e s t i f i e d  t o  i n  the book by Lieut. G.K. warren.) The 
surrounding country i s  very undulatine;, but is  covered with luxuriant  grass. 
'X'he roads were very bad fo r  wagons. dome of the par ty  cane i n  with two f i ne  
Antelope, a welaome addit ion t o  our larder.  Had quite a shower during the day 
accompanied with wind. A t  8 P.Li. we were quie t ly  s e t t l ed  down. id1 seemed con- 
tented. dome were preparing t h e i r  couches from the  boughs of s~l la l l  cottonwood. 
Others,prepariag t o  give contenlnent t o  the inner man, were occupied i n  cooking 
t h e i r  supper. 

Thursday, 4 th  

After  passing a pleasant n ight ,  we soon eot  everyaghing i n  readiness f o r  
another day's t r ave l ,  k t  6 A.M. we were- on the move, taking a westerly course, 
The roads rendered s o f t  by yesterday's r a i n ,  made it very heavy f o r  our wagons. 
Continued on, stopging only t o  allow the  animals r e s t o  Yhe Indians would then 
form groups, bring fo r t h  the never-forgotten pipe, and enjoy the  h a l t ,  joking 
and smoking anow themselves. 'i'he face of the  country, same as yesterday, !the . - 
frequent showers seemed t o  have put a new dress  on the ear th ,  the grass  looked 
as i f  it had nevi l i f e ,  and the var ie ty  of beaut i fu l  flowers npassed during the 
daysw, were waving t o  and f r o  with thc! gentle breeze, a s  i f  k iss ing t h e i r  mother-ac 
ea r th  re jo ic ing  i n  a new existence. %+he Indians I kept i n  advance f o r  f o r  the 
purpose of obtaining f resh  meat. - :/ere very successful,  having k i l l e d  e ight  
Antelope. 'fhey could not a r r ive  a t  a be t t e r  time. Vie were jus t  locat ing our camp 
and were ready t o  devour anything i n  shape of eatables.  ;elected a su i t ab le  spot 
t o  camp twenty e igh t  miles from our l a s t ,  Water is abundant, niostly found i n  
small ponds and holes. 'i'he Box Zlder, 2Im and Wild Cherry is found along the 
Creeks and Nivers. Tne country is gradually b-coming more l eve l  as me advance. 
beather cloudy, some appearance of rain.  Our C a p  is  on Q1hree . k t e  Creek. 
(***Identified on ea r l y  maps mentioned. ) 

Friday 5 th  

2+he Indians passed the night council l ing mong themselves, a ddspatch 
having arr ived,  s t a t i ng ,  t ha t  provisions had bem  distribute^ t o  t h e i r  famil ies ,  
t h i s  causing a g rea t  deal  of talk; ~t 5$ A.IYI. we broke Camp. After  havingv gotten 
f u l l y  under way, we were overtaken by a heavy r a in ;  i t  po&red perfect  torrents.  
&s we were too f a r  advanced t o  r e t u rn  t o  our old Camp and no wood t o  be fourd, we 
were cornpelled t o  pursue our way through the  flood, t o  the dand dutes, (*** See 
note three  above, ) making twenty two miles under tlLc nos+ unfavorable circumst- 
ances, ' h e  Indians with t h e i r  wet robes and blankets, looked more l i k e  denizens 
of another world, than human  being^, but s t i l l  cheerful. %Loo Bears, chief of 
the Yanctonaix, had fomed h i s  c a p  when the wagons came up, which was not a l to-  
gether as des i rable  a place as  could be wished, taking the weather i n  consid- 
era t ion.  Liunning Lintelope of the Unkapapas, wished t o  proceed and s e l ec t  a more 


