N Paird. 4s to Rain-in-the-Fage, I would refer yom %0 the
article on page 353, Part 2, of the Hendbook of Admerican Indisas Horth of
Mexiso, Bulletin 30 of the pursau of Americsa Ethnology, omithsonian Institu-
tien. You can find it in slmost 2ny ;004 library. 7tThere you will find his own
statement that he =nd his fat er and yrandf:ther were never chiefs. Tniar the
sloux system is was imposgible for one men to plsn & tzttle, snd under sny
eircunstances it wuld hove been imj0ssible for an Iadian to have plasnned
Custer’®s attack on his owm village. The battle of the Little big Horn was ©o
defensive astlion. Custer was destroyed because he bit off more than he gouid
chew =nd was cutavmbered. The Indisns had no plan. Custer's attack was a2
surorise to them. BRein-in-the-Fzee was s gooa warrior, but in Lis later yoirs
developed » taste for rhigkey. When he was drunk he sould tzlk. Becouse of
thig, 2 nunuber of whits men, =t differeat times, supplieé him with liguor =zad
recorded whot he tolé them vhen vnder its influence. Headless to say,
Roin-in-the-Face mede 2z gool story of 1it. In getting ¢the truth from Indians
1t is essentlizl thot yof ask no lesding questions and give them no ides whag
you expect thea t0 say. For the Indisn is s "Yes Man" snd will very likely
tell s stranger whatever M thinks the stranger wilshes to be tolde It is
necessary to become a friend of ~n Indian vefore one can have confidense in
his stotements. Indians are shy 2ad dislike strasngers =nd will say aaything in
arder to get rid of them. I& uust slso be romenbered that interpreters will
somatimes mske things up in order to esran their pay. They will talk to some
0ld chief about the weather aku then turn to thelr employer znd tell him a
bloodeurdling yarn. I do not believe that any worthwhile historisa atteches
mugh import=nce to Rein-in-the-pzce for his yarns. o0 far as 1 know, Sitting
sull and Rain-in-the-Face had ac dissgrecment, a8 Gitting Bull was = great
ehief and R=in-in-the-Face morely cne of many warriors. The informstion in
my book on =itting bull was given me by the leading cinlefs of the sioux
Nation. XNot one of them cousidered Ecin-l:n~the-Face 58 a3 m=n of cay prréiculsr
impertance. Therefore I did nok trouble to memtion him in my book,

My next book.will be entitled WARPATH, s biography of
Chief Joseph ¥hite Bull, 2itting Bull's nephew, aow liviag. Chapters from
this book anpeared in the Blue bogk lagnzin®, svgust and September of this year.
The ook will be cut next Spriaie 17 you like Sitting Bull you will probebly
like it.

Perbaps 1 shoslg explsin that though my legal name is that
of my stepfather Camphell, I writo dder that of wy own father, Vestsle I am,
N\

3 Yours very truly,
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‘X Ve e Camp'oell.




