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Dear Professor Campbell: 
I have your l e t t e r  of February 16 and of 

February 26. I a m  glad you found i n t e r e s t  i n  the  r e p r i n t s  I sent .  
Thank you f o r  your suggestion f o r  a  paper i n  the  da t iona l  Geographic 
Magazine. I think a l s o  t h a t  would be an in t e r e s t i ng  subject ,  and an 
i l luminating one. I w i l l  have it i n  mind i f  I can f i nd  time t o  do it. 

A s  t o  the  o r ig in  sf the  Dakota word s ignifying "white man" I 
can only give you what I w a s  t o l d  of i t  by A.McG.Beede, of Fort Yates, 
North Dakota. He sa id  tha  "wasicu " i s  an archaeic Dakota word f o r  
the  pecul iar ,  quivering, unstable appearance of unevenly heated layers  
of a i r  over the  p r a i r i e .  He sa id  the  Dakota applied t h i s  term t o  white 
men when they came t o  know them a t  f i r s t ,  f o r  the  unse t t l ed ,  unstable 
s t a t e  of t h e i r  being fore igners  from another country, having apparently 
no country of t h e i r  own, and d r i f t i n g  over the  Indian countr ies ,  the  
Dakota and a l l  o ther  Indian countr ies  i nd i f f e r en t ly ,  l i k e  the  unstable 
appearance of the  dancing layers  of a i r .  

In my questions about matters  i n  "Happy Hunting ~ r o u n d s "  I had 
no in ten t ion  nor des i re  t o  r a i s e  any controversy, but I wished t o  know. 
I never had a chance t o  be acquainted with the  buffalo,  - the re  were 
no buffaloes i n  my sfYate, iVebrasxa, within my l i fe t ime .  And I had been 
to ld ,  o r  had read, t h a t  they do not bellow. I wished t o  know. dow about 
smoking. I do Know something about Indian uses of p lants  a t  a l l  events, 
f o r  I was a botanis t  f i r s t  and then an e thnologis t ,  and I have made 
Indian ootany, - the  whole subject  of t h e i r  botany i n  a l l  i t s  r e l a t i ons ,  
not alone t h e i r  economic botany, and I must say t h a t  no willow i s  o r  
was smoked by any Indians. Several o ther  th ings  were smoaed: species 
of dogwood \Cornus ~rn~mum) and (Cornus s to lon i f e r a ) ,  leaves of Khus 
glabra,  leaves of Arctostaphylos uva-ursi,  and a few other  things,  
but no species of wilPow. Some white men ignorant of p lants  have con- 
fused the  kinnikinnik (Cornus s to lon i f e r a )  with willow. But they a r e  
very d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r en t  , and of d i f f e r en t  botanic famil ies .  

I am sorry I a m  unacquainted with your Prof, Smith. I have been 
i n  Peyote meetings by inv i t a t i on  of some of my f r i ends  who were mem- 
bers  of the  c u l t .  

I s h a l l  look forward with i n t e r e s t  t o  see your biography of 
S i t t  ingbull .  

Yours s incere ly ,  


