
63 3 Main Street 

Richmond, Indiana 

Captain  S t an l ey  V e s t a l ,  
Dep't. of Znglish, 
University of  Oklahoma, 
Norman, Oklahoma, 

Dear Sir: 

A s  p e r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  the 14th instant I g ive  you my version 
of i n f o r m a t i o n  you  are s e e k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  S i t t i n g  B u l l :  

"When I: was a Second Lieutenant i n  the first U. S. 
I n f a n t r y  I waa stationed a t  many o f  the army p o s t s  then L- 

a long  t h e  Missouri r i v a r ,  the  e a s t e r n  boundary  of  the S ioux  
I n d i a n  Reservation, abovs Yankton, S from August 1874 
t o  September 1880, ~ Q T  first p o s t  mras P o r t  Sully, S. D. and 
i t  was t h e r e  that I f irst  heard a b o u t  E i t t i n g  B u l l ,  a 
m e d i c i n e  man o f  t h e  p o w e r f u l  S i o u x ,  He was spoken of as 

-+Four  Horn8 or a Calurnet  Tan. 
"The n e x t  year g o l d  was d iscovered  i n  the  Black Hills 

and a g a i n s t  t h e  wishes of  the l a rge  m a j o r i t y  of the  Sioux, 
a t r e a t y  between them a n d  the  United States was s igned by 
a commission of a dozen men headed by a Mr. Sdmunds, 
a f o r m e r  governor of the T e r r i t o r y  of Dakota, and a few 
m i n o r  c h i e f s  o f  the S i o u x ,  I attended t h e  meeting held a t  
Cheyenne River  I n d i a n  Agency, S .  D,, i n  a large warehouse  
b u i l d i n g .  F o r  yeare two corapanies of the 17th U, 6. Infantry 
were all t he  t r o o p s  needed at t h i s  p o s t ,  bu t  a f t e r  t h e  
gbvernment proposed  t o  take the 3lack 9111s c o u n t r y  f r o m  
the S i o u x ,  Gen. 9 u e l  and the  11th U. S .  In fan t ry  was s e n t  
t o  thin p o s t ,  

"Building m a t e r i a l s  f o r  new quarters and warehouses  
were shipped t h e r e  f o r  the t r o o p 8  t o  put  up new buildings. 


