October 29, 1939

‘

¥r., Zdvard A, Yildliran
MHiehigan
Yorth Dakota

Dear Mr. Hilliren:

Thanks for vour letter of October 25. I cannot imagine how
anycne emn deseribe Sitting Bull as a meid robber or bandit. Ly
understondine is g ,L ite contrary, ond hos been set down in oy book
entitled Sittinc Dull, pun.ishec by the Iouchton MNifflin Company, 2
Park Street, Boston, Massechusetts, Alsc in my book Warveth, which
is published by the same compeny. It iz a blograrhy of Chlef uwhite
Iull, 2 living nephew of 3itting Bull., I have exmressed my findings
with regard to 3itting Bull as a medicine ran in =y book, Mew Sources
of Indian Histcrr, published by the University of Oklahore Press,
Norman, Oklahoma., When I first published mterial on Sitting Bull,
I received = good many kiecls from people who believed the old silly
varns about him, but after the third book appeared with all the
documente, the core-heads stopred kicking.

t informtion is that 3itting Bull did teke part in sone £isqhts
east of the Iissowrl River. These are deseribed in @onnection with
the »ictwres he himeelf drew, published in ny Life of Sitting Bulle
These were minor affairs, and played a very small =t in his caveer.

The information in ry books was largely sccured from full-blood
Sioux Indlans who had known 3itting Bull as & young men, and I think
I have put in hardly anything which was not verified by at least two
eyewitnesses.

Of course, we miet bear in nind thet peoplc of limited education
who have no experience in historicel researeh and small oprortunity
to cuestion Indiens or to understand their enswers properly, are
likely to make mistakes snd publish their mistakes in the paper. I
a afrald there 1s nothing we can do ecbout that, However, I sympathize
with your desire to protest aggainst false remreserntation, and appleud
your ef'fcrtm.

In one respect 1 believe you ere wrong., With regard to Sitting
Bull carrying the flsg at the Bismarck celebration: I an informed
thet Sitting Dull did carry the flag, snd surrendered in goos Paith
and having become, as he thought, a citizen of the United States., He
rrobably regurded it as an honor. I wae once shown a photocravh of
that pert of the parade, In it an Indian who certainly ro sentiled
Sitting Bull wae carrying a flag. I believe New York papers wiho had
remesentatives in Disrarck at this time stated that this Indilan was
Sitting Bull,



