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Prof. Walter Stanley Campbell
Department of English
University of Oklahoma

" Norman, Oklahoma

Dear Prof. Campbells

It might interest you to hear what I have recently learned
from Mr.@rsham, to whom you so kindly referred me in regard to
"Chief Buffalo Child Long Lance." Mr.Graham has also heard the
rumor that Loag Lance was a Negro, but states that his brother
Walter aisclaius any Negro blood, and, as he says,"If he were
tie son of a negro he could not disclaim that fact; it would be
too evident." I presume Mr.Graham i1s not fully aware of the
elastlc and, from the anthropological point of view, virtually
meaningless uge of the word Negro in the United States. How-
ever, l.formation furnishea to Mr.Graham by the Comm:ssioner
of Indlan Affairs, to whoam he pad appliea 1n regard to Long
Lznce's case, pretty thoroughly disposes of Long Lance's pub-
lishea accounts of himself. His real name was Sylvester Long
and héwas enrolled at Carllisle as an Eastern Cherokee "“but was
not generally acceptea by other Cherokee Indlans =t the school
at that time;"which aivision these Cherokees belonged to 1is
not specified. H%hssumed the name Sylvester Long Lance in 1912
on his graduation from Carlisle, was appolinted to West Point but
a1d not attend, fought in Fraance with the Canadlans, and 1in
1922 pecamé a member of the Blood band of the Blackfeet, by
initiation. My susplcion that he was connected in some ﬁay with
the GCroatans ls coafirmeda; his mother was a "part blood Croatan

and therefore could have veen in blood almost anythlng--
dr.Grahan's

Inalan,"

Negro, white, or Inalan, or a mixture of any or all.



