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Mr. W. S, Campbell,
University of Oklahoma,
Norman, Okla.

Dear Mr. Campbell:

Your lettely of April 27th hes just reached me. I sus-
vect that the fear felt ané exrressed by white men who took part in
the wars with the Westernuglains Indians were no more than survivals
of the 0ld time belief that Indians always tortured captives.

iﬁhe books tell us that the Indians of the East did this,
but in my opinion those of the plains praciically never did anything
of the kind. I feel confident that they never made a practice of
it. Of course, a grdup of indians, if they were particdiarly angry
at & man, or a small group of men, might in this way satisfy their
feelinge of revenge, but in my association with Wegtern Indiansg
I think I never heard of anything‘of this}kind. If acts, such
a8 you allude to, ever took place among the WGaterh Indians they
were, in my opinion, the result of some 8pecial occurrence, and
in revenge for some varticular injury thought to have been received

by the group. There was practically no torture of cantives by
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the Western Indians. I ‘have been told of many caseSWWhere cantlves

wers kindly treated and even -adopted into the tribe.

I have always been somewhat skeptical about many

storios of torture renorted as practiced by the 1ﬂ‘f‘am'.ern Indians.

The Vestern Indians . of course, wished to destroy their
anemiee men, women and chlldren but I think they never practiced

tortnre, except, possibly, in some cases where they were still very




