bounced neorly off the wagon-bos and nearly spilled us off with wood and all
included ~=- 1t the same time the back seat drivers came forwerd snd tried
to mateh away from my hands, the guiding rope I helds I kept cool =- nothing
else. I begged then above all things to keep their seats and not try to
Junp off. ..t last they made a complete stop ian the middle of the stream.
Instead of stepping at the edge of it, like & horse or other animel -- they
had to do thié. Yo use to stop them im a eriticel moment as this, They
alloweld illhemselves ample time to drink, pmeh to our provocation for we were
in 2 mirv place =und every moment the wegon bugs were seitling rapidly. It
was impossible to meke ther move and they would not stop drinking -~ they
drank like z fish =- nostrils a 4 every part of the head vere completely
cut of sight in the water,

2t last I cot out of patience and irmediately jumped off the wagon and
with my clothes oun snd waded in. It wes only imee-deen but miry. They diéd

rot toke ony pexticular notice of me -- would not stir, E.n the heat of

the exeitement I had forgotten my whip in the wegon and instead of csking

my wives to hand it to me I started to give one of tlem at least o good

kick to move them. In my atterpt to do this from some unknovn esuse, I
glipped and fell right close to the enimel's hind quarters, with 211 possible
chanee of receiving & good kick from the beastse 1 surely become much
frightened but to 1y great surprise, I saw both of them turned, gave me a
look ond ectually geve ne the laugh "Ohohol™ just like an 0ld person
leugning =t some 71 idfculous incident. Refraining myself from further
emberassment said to my wives: "I mst be getiing so awfully cheap, now=-

adays, for even oxen laugh ¢t me."



