PARALLELS IN OTHER SYSTEMS
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I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.-Joel.
How is it then, brethren? When ye come together every one of vou hath a doctrine, hath a revelation.-I Corinthians.
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THE BIBLICAL P E R I O D

The remote in time or distance is always strange. The familiar
s natural and n matter of course. Beyond the narrow
orizon imagination creates a new world, but as we advance
on, or as we go back over forgotten paths, we find ever
nd a succession. The human race is one in thought and
stems of our hg
ihe-hsve
their counall the nations, and their chain of parallels stretches
backward link by link until we find their origin and interpretation in
the custo~nsand rites of our own barbarian ancestors, or of our still
existing aboriginal tribes.
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$ion from God, o o m m u n i c ~ u g h
frequent dreams and waking
visions. Each of the patriarchs is the familiar confidant of God and
his angels, going up to heaven in dreams and receiving direct iustructions in waking visits, and regulating his family and his tribe, and
ordering their religions ritual, in accord with theseinstructiobs. Jacob,
alone in the desert, sleeps and dreams, and sees a lad'der reaching to
heaven, with angels going up and down upon it, and God himself, who
tells him of the future greatness of the Jewish nation. So Wovoka,
asleep on the mountain, goes up to the Indian heaven and is told by
the Indian god of the coming restoration of his race. Abraham is
"tempted" by God and commanded to sacrifice his son7and proceeds
to carry out the supernatural injunction. So Black Coyote dreams and
is commanded to sacrifice himself for the sake of his children.
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