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rain, the first of which brings on a rmst: or clond, the second 2 snowfall,
the third a shower, and the fourth a hard Tain or. storm, while when he

) smgs the 50Dg the Weather _again becomes clear.,”

I knew thmldmg something in reserve, as no Indian would,
unbosom himself on religions matters to a white man with whom he had
not ‘had a long and intimate acquamtance. Especially was this true in
view of the warlike turn affairs had taken across the mountains. Con-
sequently I accepted his statements with several grains of salt, but on
the whole he seemed to be hopest in his belief and his supernaty
claims, although like others of the priestly function, he occasionally
Tesorts to_ chea m'I:rlckery to keep up the i unpressmn as to his miraculons
powers. ﬁBWhe reports he is “evidently an expert slelght of.
t@ld performer.) He makes no claim to be Christ the Son of God, as
has been so often asserted in print.. He does claim to be a prophet who
has received a divine revelation. I could not help feeling that he was
WTW(MMOE; number of the wonderful things attrib-

ted to him, for the reason that he insisted so strongly on other things
ully as trying to the faith of a white man. He made no argumeunt and
advanced no proofs, but said simply that he had been with God, as
hough the statement Tio more admitted of controversy than the propo-
gition that 2 and 2 are 4. From Mr J. O. Gregory, formerly employed
at the ageuncy, and well acquainted with the prophet, 1 learned that
Wovoka had once requested him to draw up and forward to the Presi-
dent a statement of his supernatural claims, with a proposition that if
he could receive a small regular stipend he would take up his residence

on the reservation and agree to keep Nevada people informed of all <
the latest news from heaven and to furnish rain whenever wanted. Thel<~

letter was never forwarded.
From a neighboring ranchman, who knew Wovoka well and some-
times employed him in the working season, I obtained a statement
which seems to explain the whole matter. If appears that a short time
before the prophet began to preach he was stricken down by a severe
feyer, during which illness the ranchman frequently visited and miuis-
ftered to him. While he was still sick there occurred an eclipse of the
gam, a phenomenon which always excites great alarm among primitive
peoples. In their system the sun i :is,_a;.liszing_l(.zgi,ggL of great power-and
{ beneficence, and the temporary darkness is caused by an attack on
;hlm 7 some Supernatural monster which ‘endeavors to devour Tl an
! Witt-sweceet; and-thus plinge the world 1nto stermatnight inless drive
off by incantations and loud noises. On this occasion the Paiute were
frantic with excitement and the air was filled with the noise of shouts
and wailings and the firing of guns, for the purpose of frightening off
the monster that threatened the life of their god. 1t was now, as
Wovoka stated, “when the sun died,” that he went to sleep in the day-

ment and alarm produced by the eclipse, acting on a mind and bedy

time and was taken up to heaven. This means simply that the excite-\
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