
1 

MOOXEI] WOVOKA'S VISION 

rain, the first of which . b r ~ s _ , n ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ u d * 4 _ h ~ ~ o _ n & +  snowfall 
t w h e i o _ u u r & h  a-hgd_~,ain yl. gt~rra ,  d k e -  w a & e  
sings the littn song c T f e a t h e r  agajq-beco-mes de~rd' 
" T knew a w l d i n g  something in reserve, as noIndian rno~lil- 

unbosom himself_on religions matters to amhibe man with whom hehad 
nothad a long gn_&intimate acquaintance. Especially mas this true in 
iiew of the warlike turn affairs had taken across the mountains. 

letter was never forwarded. 
From a neighboring ranchman, who knew Wovoka well and some- 

times employed him in the working season, I obtained a statement 
which seems to explain the whole matter. It appears that a short time 

frantic with excitement and the air was filled with the noise of shouts 
and wailings and the firing of guns, for the purpose of frightening off 
the monster that threatened the life of their god. It was now, as 
Wovoka stated, "when the sun died," that he went to  sleep in the day- 
time and was taken up to heaven. This means simply that. the excite- 
ment and alarm produced by the eclipse, acting on a mind and body 


