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i n  a  course 2ear ly  South South Yest across t h e  Sand h i l l s  i n t o  t h e  open p r a i r i e *  

The t r a i l  was a t  tiines qu i t e  ? l a i n  s h - h n g  t h a t  t h e  > a r t y  had t r a v e l l e d  together,  

and a t  o the r s  was spyead over t h e  p r a i r i e  f o r  a long dis tance  showing an evident 

i n t e n t i o n  t o  hide t h e  & r a i l ,  t r z i l  I followed with very s l i g h t  va r ia t ion  

i n  t h e  general  d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  dark when I s t ruck what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  "P ie rcev i l l e  

t r a i l n  and followed t h e  same i n  a more wester ly  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  about an hour, Idken 

t h e  course was changed t o  a  l i t t l e  zas t ' o f  South towards Crooked Creek with t h e  

i n t e n t i o n  of joining Lieut.  King. desched t h e  Creek about 2 dies from "ldalkerfs 

Timer'' a t  10.95 P, M, and went i n t o  camp having nxrched 42 miles, Eroke carnp a t  

daz l igh t  on t h e  14th  imt. crossed t o  t h s  eas t  s i d e  of t h e  Crsek and s t ruck Lieut.  

King's t r a i l  m d e  t h e  ?revious evening. Xarched 45 miles i n  a  d i r e c t i o n  a  l i t t l e  

South of eas t  and ha l t ed  t o  breakfas t  and graze, A t  9.30 A. M. moved out  i n  t h e  

93 same d i rec t ion  t o  1t3.:;ilkerf s  Timerw where we a r r ive2  a t  10,30 A, IT. about 1 0  miles 

from t h e  night  c ~ a p  and f o w d  Lieut.  King ha:! moved towax-ds h d g e  Qty. Pioved 

out abou-t 2 dies on C i a  t r a i l  ha l t ed  u n t i l  about 2 P. 3. when Lieut ,  Kine came 

i n t o  cqmp with rd t ions  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  ~ a r t z .  .it t h i s  ?oint  viz. about 2 nriled 

frornnWalkerfs T i d s r u  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Crooked Crezk 1 reportec! t o  k5a h i t h  

my  colr~nand f o r  dutj- '  and he assumed cow.ancl of t h e  scout 2nd h i s  re?or-t v 5 l l  l e -  

acr ibe  t h e  ssout  from t h a t  ;ine u n t i l  our  a r r i v a l  a t  Port  %dgn on t h e  23rd i n s t ,  

Very r e s p e c t f v l l y  
Y3ur obedient jervant  

Ilarren K. Dunton 
1st Lieut .  19 th  In fan t ry  

Fort  Codge, iansas 
October 1, 1874 

Pgst Adjutant. 
Port  Jodge, hmszs 

I have t h e  hotlor t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  . i n  c o q l i a n c e  35th 3. 0. 

Itio. &, c.s, f r o z  General fieadquarters, f o r t  dodge, l ~ s .  7. l e f t  Fledicine Lodge 


