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continued 

South Side of t h e  r i ve r  zany well  wooded ravines extend f a r  out i n t o  t he  country. 

The recent heavy r a in s  had f i l l e d  a l l  t he  ttreams, pon'ds and low 

places on t h e  p r a i r i e ,  so  t h3 t  water could be found everywhere. 

ne grazing i s  poor on account of p r a i r i e  f i r e s .  Good grass was 

found a t  t h e  head of PIan -4rroya around a Gpring where I encamged and on Crooked 

Creek -&ere I cunped a f t e r  leaving t h e  Ckrlaron. '?&ere i s  plenty of grass i n  

the  va l l e z  of t he  Cinmaron but it of very i n f e r i o r  quali ty.  

W.e weather was wet, misty and ra iny during t h e  greater  pzrt  of 

t h e  Scout. On the  nigkt  from the  20th t o  t he  21st  while encamped on Crooked 

Creek it rained heavy. 

The t r a i l  of the  Indians k-as very d i f f i c u l t  t o  follow the  hard s o i l  

of t h e  p r a i r i e  i n  may places preventing t h e  f e e t  of t h e  ponies from making did- 

t i n c t  marks. desides t he  par ty  seldom kept together but marched Scattered over 

a l a rge  excent of p ra i r i e .  deeping i n  a body only where a s teep ravine or  

break had t o  be crosssd. No Sign of any Camp or  r e s t i ng  place was found and I 

believe the  par ty  went down t o  Beaver Crzek without ever r e s t i ng  f o r  any Con- 

s iderable  time. Two buffaloes k i l l e d  by t he  Indians while marching along weye 

found near t h e  t r a i l .  ; m a l l  port ions of t he  meat had been cut out  the  marrot.: 

bones broked and t h e  r e s t  l e f t .  The exhausted condition of my horses prevented 

me from following t he  t r e i l  any f a s t e r  than I did. 

I was obliged t o  abandon th ree  horses, &ich were en t i r e ly  exhausted 

and broken dam anc? mzb le  t o  walk, one was l e f t  3 miies north of t he  Eoutk: of 

i\.ia,n iirroya, while t h e  other two were l e f t  nesr  dodge City, 

Piy horses have been i n  the  f i e l d  Gince t h e  11th  or' July l a s t  and have 

since t k s t  time t rave l led  a dis tance of one thousand one hundred twent j  (1120) 

miles. %ring t h a t  t h e  they have had no yest  exceeding two days a t  a time amount- 

ir,g i n  a l l  t o  seven dqrrs, except a t  Grinnell  Stzt ion,  "ansas, where I was z~ca rn~ed  

fo r  3 l i t t l e  over two weeks durin; which time they weL*e only used on a four days 

89 Scout and i n  Sending Cou;-iers t o  Buffalo Sta t ion 17  milea dis tm-t .  They are 


