
For t  Dodge, Kansas 
Ju ly  4, 1873 

To t h e  
Post Ad j u t a n t  

For t  Dodge, Kansas 

S i r ,  

I have t h e  honor t o  submit the  follovi5ng r e p o r t  of a Scout: 

On t h e  25th  of June, i n  compliance wi th  S. 0. No. 69, Hd. Qrs., Ste 

Dodge, K s  ., June 24, 1873, wi th  30 e n l i s t e d  men of Troop llF', 6 t h  Cavalry, and t h e  

guide, lfFameoll, I crossed t o  t h e  sou th  o r  r j ~ n h t  bank of t h e  Arkansas, I marched along 

t h i s  r i v e r  u n t i l  I reached t h e  Sante F6 T r a i l  at  what is  known a s  t h e  Laiver  (?) o r  

Cimarron crossing,  fol lowing it t o  t h e  western boundary of Kansas. About seven mi les  

from t h i s  l i n e  I saw t r a c e s  of a camp of a smal l  body of Indians,  t h e  guide tlRomeoll 

was  of the  opinion t h a t  they  were Arrapahoes and had gone across  t h e  Cimarron two o r  

t h r e e  days previous. I was infcrmed a few dq7s a f t e r ,  by some of t h e  Arrapahoes t h a t  

t h e  p a r t y  j u s t  mentioned was composed o f  Eight warr iors  of t h e i r  t r i b e ,  who nad gone 

on an excursion t o  t h e  Retan Idountains aga ins t  t n e  Utes, and had j u s t  returned;  

On t h e  3rd  of J u l y  I l e f t  t h e  Zimarron, wi th  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of pro- 

ceeding along t h e  Southern boundary of Kansas u n t i l  I a g a i ~  reached t h a t  r i v e r ,  out 

a f t e r  marching Twenty-Eignt mi les  i n  t h a t  d i r ec t ion ,  and see ing  nothing bu t  a bare  

p r a i r i e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  eye could redch, I was forced  t o  t h e  convic t ion  t h a t  no water 

could be f o i n d  along t h i s  route,  and abandoning it a s  impract icable,  I turned North 

6 t o  t h e  Simarron which I reached abolrt n ine  p.m. Continuing along t h i s  r i v e r  one day's  

march, I again l e f t  it and marching i n  a South E a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  reached it about 

Forty-five mi les  from Lrle mouth of Crooked Creek. A t  t h i s  po in t  I s e n t  t o  t h e  Post 

of  For t  Dodge, Pvt. Boyce of t h e  Detachment, who had been s i c k  f o r  s e v e r a l  days, i n  ' 

an ambulance, e i t h  an Escor t  of two men; f then  continued my march down t h e  Cimarron 

t o  t h e  m o ~ ~ t h  of Crooked Creek, uuring t h i s  po r t ion  of t h e  march, I s a &  seven o r  Eight  

p a r t i e s  of Buffalo hunters  numbering from four  t o  t e n  men i n  a par ty ;  t h e s e  hunters  

had seen no Indians  nor Indian s igns ,  and appedred only t o  De i n t e n t  on k i l l i n g  as 

maw Buffalo as t h e y  could skin.  


