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could observe what was going on without making themselves conspicuous.
Long cottonwood poles extend from each of the posts
in the circumference to the central post, and then limbs
of the same are laid across these, forming a shady roof
one third of the way to the centre.
The central post is ornamented near the ground with
the robes of buffalo calves, their heads up, as if in the
act of climbing i t ; each of the branches above the fork
is ornamented in a similar manner, with the addition of
shawls, calico, scarfs, &c, and covered at the top with
black muslin. Attached to the fork is a bundle of cottonwood and willow limbs, firmly bound together, and covered with a buffalo robe, with head and horns, so as to
form a rude image of a buffalo, to which were hung
strips of new calico, muslin, strouding, both blue and
scarlet, feathers, shawls, &c, of various lengths and
qualities. The longer and more showy articles were
placed near the ends. This image was so placed as to
face the east.
The lodges of the encampment are arranged in circles
around the medicine house, having their entrances towards it, the nearest circle being some ten rods distant.
In the afternoon, a party of a dozen or more warriors
and braves proceeded to the medicine house, followed by
a large proportion of the people of the encampment.
They were highly painted, and wore shirts only, with
head-dresses of feathers which extended down the backs
to the ground, and were kept in their proper places by
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means of an ornamented strap clasping the waist. Some
of them had long horns attached to their head-dresses.
They were armed with lances and revolvers, and carrying a couple of long poles mounted from end to end with
feathers, the one white and the other black. They also
bore shields highly ornamented with paint, feathers,
and hair.
They took their station upon the side opposite the
entrance, the musicians standing behind them.
Many old women occupied a position to the right and
near the entrance, who set up a tremulous shrieking-,
the drums began to beat, and the dance began, the party
above described only participating in it.
They at first slowly advanced towards the central post,
followed by the musicians, several of whom carried a
side of raw hide (dried), which was beaten upon with
sticks, making about as much music as to beat upon the
sole of an old shoe, while the drums, the voices of the
women, and the rattling of pebbles in instruments of raw
hide filled out the choir.
After slowly advancing nearly to the central post, they
retired backward, again advanced, a little farther than
before; this was repeated several times, each time advancing a little farther, until they crowded upon the
spectators, drew their revolvers, and discharged them
into the air.
Soon after, the women rushed forward with a shrieking yell, threw their blankets violently upon the ground,
at the feet of the retiring dancers, snatched them up

