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activities that have been going on about
me-it is just astounding! But, this has
been a real challenge to me, and I have received much satisfaction and appreciation
in return ."
On her career at O.U ., Miss Mahier
claims, "It's the students around here that
keel) things moving. As a teacher, I b°lieve that I have been just the hub of the
wheel, so to speak."
.
Dr . G. L. Cross, O.U . president, recently commended Miss Mahier for a "splendid record of service and accomplishment .
It is an enviable record of effective teaching and fine relations with your students
and your colleagues ."
After another camp session this s;mnmer, Miss Mahler plans to return to Baton
Rouge to live with her mother . Then will
come the "personal accumulations of a
lifetime."
"I hope to some day organize all of the
material I have as a document of my activities," she says . "Also, I have long been interested in starting a children's museum,
and I want to continue to promote and
develop free-lance art design . . . at any
rate, I want to remain active at all times."
Dr . Houston, who came to O.U . in 1924
as an assistant professor of chemistry, spent
much of his childhood on a ranch outside
of San Antonio, Texas, where he was born .
May-June, 1963
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He received a bachelor of science degree in
chemical engineering at the University of
Texas, Austin, in 1919 . It was there while
doing graduate work that his career in
chemistry began.
"I found myself more interested in my
minor than my major," Dr . Houston said .
"So, I trade the switch, which in those
days was not very difficult to do."
After receiving his Ph .D . degree in
chemistry at Yale University in 1923, Dr .
Houston joined the research division of
Parke, Davis and Company, a pharnmaceutical firm in Detroit, Michigan . There he
was a research chemist in the field of
synthetic drugs .
While at O.U ., Dr . Houston, a specialist
in organic chemistry, was chairman of the
chemistry department from 1942 to 1947,
a member of the freshman advisory committee of the college of arts and sciences
and a member of the faculty research committee . In 1955, he was named a recipient
of a $500 award for "extraordinary excellence in student counseling and teaching
of freshmen and sophomores ."
Dr . Houston's organizational memberships and activities are numerous . He is
a member of the American Chemical Society, American Association for the Advancement of Science, Oklahoma Academy
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the four have contributed a total
of 179 years to the University
arts degree froth Central State College
ill Edmond, and his master of arts dcgrec from the University in 1927 . He did
additional graduate work at the University of Chicago.
Before coming to O.U . as a faculty inemher, Smith taught at two Oklahoma high
schools (Loyal, outside of Kingfisher, and
Navina, near Guthric) and at Asbury College, Wilmore, Kentucky . He has also been
a summer term instructor at East Texas
State College in Commerce, Texas. For a
number of years, he was on the English
Proficiency Examination Committee at
O.U ., and a member of the Oklahoma
Council of English Teachers and the South
Central Modern Languages Association .
He remains an active worker in the McFarlin Memorial Methodist Church of
Norman .
Associates in the English department
showed their appreciation for long and devoted service to the University by presenting Smith with a beautiful set of luggage
upon his retirement .
"When I came here, the population of
Norman was about 8,000 and the school's
enrolment was 3,000, and all graduate students knew each other no matter what department they might have been in," Smith
says . "So, I've really been an eyewitness to
the growth of the University and the town .
"I have had some really fine students
who appreciated what I try to teach in
class," he adds . "Their appreciation has
been one of my greatest rewards as a
teacher."
Smith will be able to devote more time
to borne gardening, music appreciation and
taking walks in the country now that he
has retired from teaching .
"As of yet, my plans are not definite,"
he says . "Later, I may consider taking a
part-time teaching position at a private
school . But, for the time being, I'm going
to take a long rest ."
Miss Leske, a native of Bellevue, Iowa,
joined the University faculty in 1924 as an
Relaxation is in store for Rose Leske following instructor in office administration . She has
O
leer long tenure of teaching office work at .U .

of Science and several scholastic societies,
including Sigma Xi, Phi Lambda Upsilon,
Alpha Chi Sigma and Tau Beta Pi . He
has authored and co-authored many chemical publications . Away from the University, he is active in Norman's First Presbyterian Church where he has been a tnernber of the board of trustees .
Although he has been retired from teaching since January, Houston intends to continue library research in chemistry at O.U .,
in addition to taking some extensive trips
throughout the nation .
Smith has been an O.U . faculty member
since 1927 when he joined the staff as an
instructor in English . Born at Lockridge,
Canadian County, Smith, who was raised
on a farm, began teaching at a country
school at the age of 18-before he had
received his high school diploma.
Several years after obtaining his teacher's certificate, he received a bachelor of
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Extensive travels and library re-arch will
keep Dr . Bruce Houston busy in the days aIivad .
a bachelor of arts degree from O.U . and
a master of arts degree from Columbia
Teachers College, New York City .
Miss Leske taught general business,
shorthand and typing at El Reno and
Holdenville high schools and was an office
employee of the Rock Island Railroad in
El Reno before coming to O.U . After being
in Norman almost continuously for 38
years, she looks back on what she calls
"enormous" changes in the University .
"This is especially true with its growth
in students and personnel," she says . "It
used to be possible to know everywnc on
campus personally ."
In recent years, Miss Leske has taught
large classes of students, made up nu>stly
of freshman girls interested in learning
typing, shorthand and filing. But, in addition to her teaching experience, Miss I-eske
is a member of two education societies,
Delta Pi Epsilon for graduates and Pi
Omega Pi for undergraduates, and one lwsiness society, Beta Gamma Sigtna, the business administration equivalent of arts and
sciences' Phi Beta Kappa .
Following approval of their retirements
by the O.U . Board of Regents, the title of
emeritus was granted to all four of these
faculty members who have contributed a
combined total of 179 years of service to
the University.
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