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HEHMAN, J . A. INTERVIEW. 7«7tt.

Interview with Mr. J . A . Herman.

1 waa born September 17th , 1871, at Lexington,

Alabama; wo moved from there to Tejtas\, we l i v e d

there for a while then we moved from there to twe

Choc taw Nation, Indian T e r r i t o r y , oooe time in 1894.

He came over on the t r a i n ; there were f i f t e e n

chi ldren in our fami ly , e ight boys and soven g i r l s *

We looated in Oklanoma between the two Boggles ,

Muddy Boggy Greek and Clear Boggy Creek, tie had no

furniture-when we got looated so we had to buy our

furniture a f t e r we got a house .

Father rented land from an Indian named Sam

Colbert and I rented from an Ind ian-named Lee P ierce

and we l i v e d on t h e s e farms for s evera l y e a r s . We

then rented land somewhere e l s e near where we had

l i v e d so l ong .

We ra i sed corn and a l i t t l e oo t ton . We had

to take the ootton to ^aris, Texas, to get i t

ginned and then we sold the cotton tuere, for there

was no market for ootton in this part of the country.



354

HERMAN, J . A. INTERVIEW. 7979.

We could s e l l the cacn at homo any time we wanted-

to for the Indians would buy the corn at any t ime.

They did not r a i s e much corn themselves in that part

of the country, and they did not have large farms

e i t h e r . They would have small Tom Pul l er patohes

as they were c a l l e d vhieh contained about f i v e a c r e s .

When we f i r s t located at t h i s place the country

was jus t f i n e ; the grass was higher than the head o f

a EBB who was r id ing horseback and plenty of cam on

the bottoms so that we did not have to feed our stock

any corn or any other feed during the witoter season.

We raised a good many c a t t l e , hogs , and some p o n i e s .

The Choc taws had l o t s of c a t t l e and hogs in the country;

they £ust ran loose out on the range f or there were

no wire fences at that t i .ne.

The country was j u s t opened and there was no one

to dother the wtock then , but a f t e r awhile when the

white people began t o cooe in w« had to look a f t e r

our stook pretty closely.
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We first lived in log houses; they had plank

flooring; the leg houses were chinked and daubed

with roud and each had a little opening for a window

and after we get into the log houses we then bought

our furniture, .'.e did not have the azoney to buy

much furniture so we bought just what we could get

by with.

While we were renting the farms we had to pay

our permit to the Choctaw Government es taxes for

a right to live end farm and to raise our stock;

when you paid the permit, you were just the same

as Choctaw Indian, you could raise all the cattle

and hogs you wanted to and not be bothered.

.̂t the time we located, there were not many

people out where we lived. There were a few white

people there then, and a good many full-blood

Indians but they were scattered so much that we

did not get to see many of them out where vre lived.
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The f u l l bloods l i v e d In communities, and in t h i s

community where we l i v e d there were few f u l l bloods

and from there to Ant lers there were only two houses

on the road t h a t we could s e e . We l i v e d about twelve

m i l e s southwest of A n t l e r s . Tha Choc taws did not

l i v e v^ry c l o s e t o g e t h e r ; they were about four or

five mile a apart.

Our principal trading point was at Iaris,TexB8;

we mx&e the trip about twice a year; BO would go

in the spring and t.en in the fa l l we would take

our cotton i;o have i t ginned and would se l l i t there

for there was noVJaarket for cotton in the Territory .

at that time.

There was a small store put in at Nelson by

an Indian named Coleman Nelson; he and his son-in-

law, C. S<, Venson, put up the store where we traded

for small things which we needed and they finally

got a pust office at this place and called i t the
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Nelson Post Office; thlB office le s t i l l there at

this time. When we went to Paris, Tezae, in the

fall we would lay in enough supplies to run us

al l winter; it took us about three days to ra&ka

the t r ip .

then we located between the two Bogg$ Creeks

there were lots of wild game, deer, turkey, and

plenty of fish in the ri7er, and lota of prairie

Ohiokon.0 on the prairies; «e could ki l l a doer or

a turkey at any time we wanted to . we could gat

out and ki l l chickens as vjell as fish.; there was

no trouble in getting wild meat to eat at any time

we wanted i t .

The first United States Federal bourt that was

established in Antlers was about the yecr 1897; i t

r was called the Central District Court and it used

Jto run ̂ f or thirty day a and this court tried and

sent away lots of bad people who had come from other
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states to escape the law. Before Statehood, there

wire a good many bad people la this country.

I never went to school very much. I never

attended Indian camp meeting much. I have been to some;

they have good meetings and they feed all who come to

the meeting.

My experience with the Choctawe has been good. The

Choctawa have visited with us and I have visited them

and we have had dealings with them and have never lost

one penny. They are just as honest as they can be, although

most of them cannot speak the English language and have to

make trades through an interpreter; when they tell you

anything it is toue and they never forget a good deed.

I have lived among the Choctaws ever since I came to

this country, at which time there were lots of full bloodB

here.


