HERIAN, Jo Ae

IRTERVIEV

#7979

351



352
~ﬁERMAH, Je A INDERVIEN . 7979, -
Form A-(S-149)

BIC3RAPHY FORU ,
YGRS PRIOGRASS ADMTLISTRATION f#“”\
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahaoma

o | .

Field ‘Worker's name

—JFohnson-H—Hamphox
This report made oun (datz) _ Oatol 28 193 9

- -~

1. Name

——¥r—Fr A Hermrny-a-picheed-

3. Hesidence addrzds (cr location)

4, DATE OF 3TRTH: lonth Day 37 Year
—September——— h—- 1821 —

——imzxington;,—Almbema-

5. Place of tirth

in Y n : N
6. Name of Father e —___ Place cf blrtull )

Other infometioy avont father

7. Name of Mother 2tace 2f birth
. Eisie-Jane-Herman——— Alabans e—-

Other infoxmat sn about a~ner

Notes or completc n~rret. .. o
and s%ory ¢ {4, veresn vhovn omed, 00 "1l 1 ar mee cted
subjects and cuegticrs., Jontinu: ~a t_ent caect: il reczs:ary and

attach firmly to this form. Numver of’sheects iivtuched 8 .

L A S
Cas 2

™ vancy rniLh e life

L IR

)

-
[
7

)




HERMAN, J. A. INTERVIEY%, 7979.

Interview with Mr. J. A. Herman.

1 waa born Septembexr 17th, 1871, at Lexington,
Alabema; we moved from there to Texas; we lived
thare for a while then we moved from there o ti.e )
Choctaw Nation, Indian Twrritory, some time in 1894.

We came over on the tiain; there were fifteen
children in omr femily, eight bo,s and seven girla.

7ie located in Oklanoma between the two Boggles,
Muddy Boggy Creek and Clear Boggy Creek. 46 had no
furniture -when we got located so we had to buy our
furniture after we got a house.

Pather rented land from an Indian nemed Sam
Colbert and 1 rented from an Indiax‘» namsd Lse Pierce
and we lived on these farms for several years. Ve
then rented land somewfxem else near where we had
lived =0 long.

¥e raised corn and & little cotton. We had
to take the cotton to raris, Texas, to get it
ginned and then we sold the cotton tners, for there

was no market for cotton in this part of the country.
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e could sell the corn at home any time we wanted-
¥
to for the Indians would buy the corn at any time.

They did not raise much corn themselves in that part

k4

of the country, and they did not have large farms
either. They would have small Tom Fuller patches
as they were called whieh contained about five acres.

When we first located et this place the courtry
was just fine; the gress waas higher than the head of
a mpn who was riding horseback and plenty of casmon
ti:s bottoms so that we did not have to feed our stock
any corn or any other teed during the winter season.
We raised a good many cattle, hogs, and some ponies.
The Choctaws had lots of oattin anq hogs in the coundry;
they Just ran loose out on the yange for there were
no wire fences at that tiae.

The country was just opened and there was no one
to vother the #tock then, but after awhile when the

white people began to come i1n we had to look after

our stock pretty closely.
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We firat lived in log ho;ses; they had plank
flooring; the lq houses wers chinked and daubed
with mud znd esch had & little opening for a window
and after we gct into the log houses we then bought
our furniture. e did not have the monsy to buy
much furniture 3o we bought just what we could get
by with.

While we mere rent;ng the ferms wo had to pay
our permit to the Choctaw Government &s taxes for
a right to live &nd farm and to raiie our stock;
when you paid the permii. you were just the same
as Choctaw Indian, you could razise all the czttle
snd hogs you wanted to and not be bothered,

2% the time we located, there were not many
people out where we lived., There were a few white
people there then, end & good meny full-blood
Indians but they were scattered so much thet we

diéd not get to see many of them out where we lived.
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The full bloods lived in communitiss, and in this
comunity where we lived t§ero were few full bloods
and from there to Antlers ﬁhere were only two houses
on tlie road that we could see. ¥%e lived about twelve
miles southwest of antlers. Tha Choctaws d4id not
live vey close together; they were about four or
five milea apart.

Our principal trading point was at iaris,Texms,;
we munde the trip about twice a year; we would go
in the spring and t:.en in the fall we would take
our cotton to have it ginned and would gell it there
for there was nﬁ”mgpkot for cotton in the Territory .
at that time.

Thers wes a amall store put in at Nelson by
an Indian named Colemen Nelson; he and his em-i}i-
law, C. S. Venson, put up t%o store whers we tradsd
for small things which we needed and they finally

gt a pust office at this place and called it the



HERMAN, J.A. INTERVI i, 7979,

Nelson Post Office; this office is still there at
this time. VWhen we went to Paris, Texes, in the
fall we would lay in enouéh supplies to rﬁn us
all winter; it took us about three dayé to make
the trip.

¥hen we located betwesn the two Boggy Craeks
there were lots of wild game, deer, turkey, and
plenty of fish in the river, and lotas of prairie
Ghickenn on the preiries; we could kill a deer or

a8 turkey at any time we wanted .to. We cculd geat

. out and kill chickens as well as fish; thers was

&

no trouble in getting wild meat to eat at any time
we wanted it.

The first United States Federal Hourt that was
established in Antlers was about the yeecr 1897; it
was called the Céntral District Court and it used
to run¢§or thirty days and this court tried and

sent away lots of bad people who had come from other
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states to escape the law. Before Statehood, there
were a good many bad people in this country.

I never went to school very much. I never
attended Indian csmp mseting much. I have been to soms;
they have good meetings and they feed all who come to
the meeting.

My experience with the Choctaws has been good. The
Choctaws have visited with us and I have visited them
and we have had dsalings with them and have never lost
one penny. Thay are just as honest as they can be, although
most of them dannot speak the English language and have to
make trades througﬁ an interpreter; when they tell you
anything 1t is tmue and they never forget a good deed.

I have 1lived among the Choctaws ever since I cams to
this ¢ountry, at which time there were lots of full bloods

3

Here.



