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BICORAPHY JOR

TORKS PROGRTGE AT TSTRATION

Indian-Pioneer 'listory Projert for Qklahoma
r\

Field Worker's name _ Yohmgolm K. Haviptonr

This report rﬁade o (date) Qetober 20, 1937.

1. Neme ___Halem JoMRS -
2. Post Office Address __ smtlers, Oklahoms :

3. Residence address (or location)

4. DATS OF DIRTH: i‘onth _Hevember Day 17  vear 1804
5. Place of birth _about 25 miles morthwest of Aatlers ,
Oxlahema; this plaee is knowa a8 Joims Valley. .

6. ame of Father _ Dixem JoMRS  *Pluce of birty S&M Bols

o . ——— - — -

Otrer infz-hu.icr about father

7. Name'of ¥>ther _ gephia Jolns Place of birth Near Antlers,
- T OxYshromn .

Other information ab - ut mother L

——

Fotes or éomplete narrvative ty tiie field woixer dealing with the
life and story of the pers-n interviewed. Refer tc [fanual for
suggested subjects aund questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary ard attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached . 8 . .
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Investigator, Johnacn H. Eampton
. Ostober 20, 1937.
Interview with Helen Johns,
amtlers, Cklahoma.

I was born November 17th, 1894, in Johms Val.iey.

My father's name wa3 Dixon Johns and my mother's name was
Sophia Johns. Graandfather cn ny father's side was named
amos Johns, :nd step-grandmother's name was Listl: Johns.

Ky grandfather , amos Johns, was in the Civil War znd
served throuch the war. He told us sbou$ the hardships they
went througzh and told sbout the bagtle ﬁe fought with the
other Indian soldiers,

¥y grandfather moved from Sam Bois County, Choctaw Natiom,
to Jackfork Coumty, :nd located in a vallsy which was after-
ward ealled big Camey: he was the first Choctaw to move ine
to this wvalley und after he settled here , some more Ghoctaws
cams :md settled heres.

Thers were no white peorle .t :11 in this walley; this
valley must be :bout four cor five miles 8 uare and surrounded
by mountains; this walley had ¢$wo creeks rummine through it.
It wus called Big Camey by my fathsr btecause there was lots of

big cane on it sand it was just ss thiek as could be and that

was the resson it was called Big CamRey. After some white
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pooﬁla,mmved in there they called it Jolms Valley after my
gra%dfathar and 1t is 8%ill known as Jomms Valley., This place
boiﬁg surroumded by mounteins it was pretty hard to get in end
ouy at that time and is still that wey today. This valley was
a éino comtry at that time; 2'the grass was high and there was
pienty of céna on the ereeks and the stéqg did not have to be
Qed; they stayed fat all the year *round without any feed.
o father bad & small farm where he ralsed corn and other
x}arm producta and we had a good many ecattle out on the range
| and soma panﬁ!g in fact we had plenty o? everythingwe wanted.
i I don't know how they 1lived before I was big emough to
| kopember enything; I did hear them say that whem they had to
go to Fort Smith for theiy zroceries they would hook up a pair
of oxen toa wagom and go to Fort Smith and it -ould take them
gbout a month %o éét back home, after tﬁe Frisco railroad went
through they then traded at Tushkehoma and also at Kosoma, a
amall saw mill town on the Frisco railroad.
~ -y gramdfstier built tho TITEt Ehureh that wes bullt ia
this valley; in tacf, it was the only one in the valley;
it was a Presbyterian chureh; he built it out of lors and

,seated it with split lops, they had a school in this log house

4
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‘after it was built. When I was a smull girl, I went to this
gchool myself. Tﬁis church was given up by the Presbyteriams,
but the old log house is still there, 0f course it is very old
now and pretty well rotted but it s still thsce where it was
built. There are a. Choctaws there now, noi ing but the ol@
chureh which the Choct ws used to attend .4 thet church is the
oniy thilas left to remember the Choct.wa who used to live there,
who have daied out,.

The febple went to work 24 got up a school there for what
few Choctaw children there were . The first whi‘e man who teusht
the school was from somewhere else .nd Lis name was Mr. Hutford.

I went to him when I was a amall zirl; he tausht for a
while, then o white woman was sent out there .nd she tau-ht for
several yeurs; in fact, she merried ome of .y uncles and they
lived there near ths school house, so she tauzht this sehool
until after statehood.

In the mesantims the country was se:tled up with white peopls

in this school house flor sesveral yearse. Shq finally quid tecache
ing . In the meantime my uncle died and she then mar-ied a
white man and is now still living in this valley.

There was not much farminz done in thias valley; the saw-mill
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ceme in and began to tut the pine timber and also the white;
oak timber. When the sawemills cut all the best timber they
left,but soce o;’ the white people stayed thers and put in some
farms. It did not take the saw-mills long té cut out the best
timber in that‘valley.

fie us32 to have lotvs of deer, turkey, and plenty of fish
in the creeks and bears on the mountains and panthers, wild-
eats ;;d the lixe . -ometimes a bear woild come to our house

- following the hogs and would carry a hog away from the pen they
were in , and the panthers would kill the ealves and sometimes
they wbuld kill grown stock for us,

The Choctavs would zet tegether, get all the dogs they
could and muke a drive for ths panthers; the dogs would kill
some of the panthers but there were lots of them so they just
could mot kill the psuthers out. |

#e had s man named #ilson Bobb, who was . bear hunter nd *

he kil%ed lots of - bear in those mountzains. - Be knew hpw tc

—trail them up and if he found where 2 bear hed acke inte.

cave he would go risht in after the be.r .nd kill him cnd
drag hiz out of the cave. He used to sell the meut of the
bears to those sawemillers and he would bring us the meat but

I could not eat it for it was too fat for me to eat.
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It was no matter for the boys to z0 out and kill a deer or
a tnrkéf at any time wher they wanted fresh meat .nd they would
take their hows and arrows and go & fishing down on the creeks
and 1t would not take them loag to bring all 'he fish we could
sat; they killed them with their tows and arrows.

It was very dancercus for aay one vo ster out at night,
espascielly after night; that valley was full of rattlesnakes.
I know of three Choctaws being killed by then ~n. one woman thut
wis killed by the smake. It sesied that this vzlley was full of
big rattlers; you could see them at any time during the day;
after theféhite? began tc settle ia the vrlley I think they
killed most of then out.

T never ssw & Pall game, thut is an Indi :n ball gase.
%y father used to 30 to them but he would not tuke us so I mewesr
gaw ane. I never =2% an Indisn danes; the only dance I aver
saw was the ;quana dance; the Indins danced just like the

\
\white people at the time when I was . young girl soins to dances,

but they quit dancing, so I never did go to ary more cf then;

it has beem g longt since —-they just gquit dano-

ing altoxether.

. Ky grandfather used io camp aut ~he Iadian ciump meetings;

he would kill hogs or wmaybe a beef in the sumer and dry the
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meat for the mseting. fhen it was close to the meeting time

he would get everything ready, them he would move to the chureh
and camp; he had a camping house so he would just move over
there until the meeting broke, then he would move back home.

He 4id this until all the Indians died out or moved away from
there. F;c vas the lust one to move dway from our cold home
laceNothing but = sad memory 1s left of the proud Choct:ws

who used to live in this wvalley.



