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Heze) B. Greens ’
Interviewer,
October 22, 1937, .

© An Interviev with-Mr. Wilkie 00111ns,
Hugo, 0klshoma.

My Pather waé 8 Cuﬁber‘and Presbyterisn precch-
er, He was employed ?y the ércsbyterian Synod as,a
Missionary to the Choctsw Indisns in the southesst
pert of the Choctsw Nation. He came over-here when
we 1ived at phicota and Paris, Texes, for years be-
fore wé moved over here, end went over his regular
iiinerenoy:or'dircuit. It extended es fer east in
MeCurtein Courty as {ul'{tuklo., L1 west of Grent to

Gay, or Co‘d ?prings, ang to” a‘T of thuse country
I~

churches west’ of érant, as fer as Bokehito is now, and
e

some north of Bokchito, He wes s&%ﬂ to heve mede more
- miles with his team and buggy than any other preacher
enmploysd by the Presbyter{an Synod . in this country.

He was or the board of govermors ot Géodland schocl

end church, for’yékra.

Hy father, Jo ¥, Co)1ins hed the distinction of
@

having been the second County Judge of Leamer County,

Texas,
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In !QOT}wa moved from Paris)Tbxes/to Grent,

I;dian Territorye It was & thrivirg little place,-
and looked Vike, and hes been o splendid plece in
which to “ive. I moved to Hugo, on'y 8 poﬁp‘e of
yeers ago. h
kf{er we mwoved to Grant, Fether tsught schoo?
there in %hg\jcnoo' bui®ding over on the hill in the
south part of town on. Captain Jog Everidge's place.

Thet bu11ding has just recently been demoTiohed

That was befoﬂe statehood, %na Pathner had to go to | //
anes Academy. Dwight Post Office, to take a teccher's

i

examihation. ,He came out third bLest of any enc Tots
i
were there., Two nuns from the north bent hiuw in the’

exahinatton.;

*  Father was & surveyor too. He surveyed the wes?
part of the originaY tovnsite of Hugo. That comprises
the Second Wsrd only, nawe

“§dihér organized'many Todges too. In fact he
. organized nearly every Wooduen ol the World L.odge in

. . \\

what is now Choctaw County,

Grant has the distinction of having the oldest

e
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continued Masonic T.odge in Oklshomm, Dosksville
Masonic Lodge #2, Oak Lodge in the northern part
of the -Choctaw Nation was ﬁl, buf it was discone
" tinued Jong yesrs sgo.

I believe the railroad ceme to Grant about
1885, and I also beliave that 3rsil Gooding operate
ed the “irst store in grant. About 1904 we hed
Crant incoiporntqd 8o tLat we could vote bonds and
buitd a school Louse. vhen gtatshoord came in, the
Staté took over the schoo éistrict snd enlerged it
e hed probab’y retlred those bonds, sayway we did noé
bother gbout yvoting cny Tore schoo' bouds. sgut the
incorporatian of the tb;n was not flisso’ved nor hes
it &ver been, unless it hes been in the ‘Yest few
weeks, I know nothing «tout it. They are wanting and
trying to get a new schooﬁnouae eV Crant now, snd are
beving u 1ot -of troudble adout it, I un&ers{nndn

I don't know where tie city reccrds of‘Granv‘are.
But so far es I know I em sti}) towh JUsticé, as ;,waé

elected to that position at the Yast city eleciion, and

sorved c¢s such until I moved to. Hugo, & couple of years
)
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ego. . That election was about twenty yesrs ago,

end there hes been no other Town Jugtice or Mayor

elected to the city of Grunt since then. I cennot

understend why Mrs. Xate Odkes smith-seld what she

5

éid ebout her fether refusing to perform rarriage

ceremonies sfter the tosn was not incorporsted., .Jut.’

I fusgine she just misuncerstoud hime. "I think he

vas Justice v1 the Pesce,

Leck of interest in town a.falrs end govern-
ment wés'one resson eléétlons were not held in re-
cent yegrs.'iThen'too, a lot éf the Tost interested

) LN
ones moved evuy aﬁd sore died. '

I vwes 8 membéf of thé Tirsl petit‘Jury of
Choctaw County. I'hé\e the fifst combination safe
that wes ever shippecd to this part of the Choctaw

Nation., It wus common to hesr fo'ks say, "“Joal

/
Spring has a safe tLat necds no rey to Yock or un- _

—orarey
- P

lock it" It wes 8 wonder, when it was brought uers

%

sway back about 1860.
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