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Field Yorker, Johnson H. Hemptonm,
: October 15, 1937.

Interview with Mr. Robert E. Hamby,
Dunbsr, Oklahoma.

I was born October 17, 1870 at ﬁatervalléy, Missis<ippi.
I was about eleven years old when we moved to this country.
My mother died on the way here. fe had to stop in Arkanaaa'
on our way when my mother died and we lived there for a few
months. We then came on into the Choctew Nation. My father
lived for several years after we ceme here. He finally died
and is buried at Dunbdar, OKiahcma. e smell sewmill town on
the Frisco Railroad, where I now live.

Nhe; we left Mlssissippi we came to the river to cross
over on & boat. A small steamboat came over and we got in

this boat with what we had and started to oross over. vhen

v agran <o

S ———
e e e

we got about half way across the river, the engine went
dead so the current carried us about two miles down the
river. I thought sure thet we would ell get drowned in
the river but we finally landed en” got out on the banks all
_right. ie then campéd on the b?nk of the river and it took

us two days to get out of the bottam of the river. The cane
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there was ebout thirty feet ﬁigh on both sides of the wegon
road. The cangj»l Jjust as thick sas it could stand and you
could not see tén feet ahead of you. It was sures a scary
looking bottom. |

When' we landed on this benk we had one yoke of bulls
snd a Tarpaulin ~vagon that my father hed made for the trip
and all we haed was on this wagon. Ve finally got out of

the bottom and on the hills whers we stopped and camped.
We coyld hear penthérs screaming in the bottom in the
nigﬁt end I was scared et night.

d4e left there and started to the Natiomn. It took us
nearly two years to get over to this country. e hed to
stop along the road and hunt end fish and somes times we
had to atop. and work for & time in order to get supplies
for our trip. \

After about &wo years, we finally landed in the Choctaw
Nation th what is now known as McAlester. Ve put up our
tent there and went to work for the coal compeany. South
MoAlester was not known at the ¢t time. & man by the nsme

‘of J. J. McAlester was the head of the coal company mining
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the coal at.this place st that time. I don't know but I
think that this town was named after him. He waa the
biggest coal man there at that time. We cut props for
the mine, th;.o props being used to prop the esrth to ‘
keep it from oaving domn on the miners thet were .digging
tge coal, It was not a ve y-big mine at that time but it
did get to be a pretty good sized mine after & while.
fhen we first landed and locatgd at this plac; there
were not very msny white people thcro.‘ The coal miners
n.ae Rostly Dagoes or in other words Italians. They are
the best coal diggers any where. I heve ssen the mine
explode and kill mea sand bum soga.‘ The biggest explosion
we had at that tims was in one of the mines near the reil-
road . It killed a good many miners and burned a good many
ofhe:s. >
. Ye got & good price for our props, that is at that

“time it was a good price, amd we could live on it all right

and make some money out of this job.

I don't know just why my father wanted to move over
to this country, but I guess that he hed lived among the

Choctaws back there and that my grandfather lived thers

Vi
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?{‘ong the Choctaw Tribe wee his reason for wanting to come

- %o this country end live among them the balance of his life.
e did well; we mad; money Jjust like the other p;oplo but
spent it just as they did.

At thet time this country was 8 fir;e‘cmm-try, anyone
who would just half tz;y could make & good living for his
fenily and lay up soms money.

de czme over in & covered wagon just like we started
end the bull teem anl the same 0ld wagon. ’I‘ don't Xmow
what pocan'z'e of the wagon we brought here with us. I wish
I hed the 0ld wagon now but it got away from us some '.how.

fie left the Ghoctew Netion and went to the Creek Nation
. and lived there for about a year; then left there a;xd want
to the Chickasaw Netion, locating 91; or hesr where Pauls
Velley is now on the @ashita River where we worked at a
sawnill outting cottonwood lumber. We ren the sammill for
about three yearn,!cutting 2ll the big timber that was
along the river. We then moved bdack to where Antlers,
Oklahoma-.is ﬁow.

I think that we went to Antlers im 1887, just sbout

the tims the Frisco Reilre d was deing buflt through this
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country. #e lived here & vhile, then we moved up to Kosoms,
a small sawmill town on the Frisco, and went to méking ties

F3

for a contractor who had the contract from the Frisco Reil-
“road Company to put out ties. After making‘ties for this
company for & while, we moved out to Pine Creek where we
iorked at & sawmill. I cut logs for this mill for severali
years then I ran the mill for them for several yesrs. At
”thgt time there were lots of fine yellow pine timber 1£
this country. The timber was just as good &3 coulds be found
anyihe?e in the Unitgd States. They were supposed to pey
the Choctews royalty per thousand feet on this timbder dbut
I don't think the Choctewg got but very little royalty out
of'it. it was mostly stolen from fhem and then. the big

lumber companies moved out'of this country after they had

‘éottsn the best timber they could get out of the mounteins.
I remesmber when we were coming over we stoppad at
Skullyville ahﬁ pitched camp for the night.
When we got our camp pitched Father vent to an Indien's
house to buy some meat and wggn he got thers he found out
that tﬁia Indian had some bear meat, =0 Father bougﬁt sone

of this bear meat. It surely was fat, and the meat was

/ .
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.junt fine, the first bear meat I had ever tasted in my life.
This Indien could not speak e yérd of English but Father °
made & trede with him for the mest. I don't see how he
made the Indian understend whet he wanted.

Back in those dazys this country was full of wild gaﬁc;
deer, turkey, fish, and lots of besr in the mountzins. Not
only thet but wolves, panthers, cougar, wild cati,and, of
course, lots of big rattlesnakes. we could go out and kill
a deer and turkey in a little «hile, and fish; the creeks

-were Just full of themﬂ~ There were not many white people‘
here then, but after they began to come in and atartod:to
open up farms, the game di;éppoared to some unknown parts.

I don't know much of sny thing thet heppened in this

—_country for the Ch

qggwa,ngvgzLdidwhaxewanyidgnces~nerﬁ~*—~j~~n~l‘AV\T-
anything else like the Western tribes.. Ahout the only thing

I cen sey is thet I went to see en Indisn bell geme where

they pleyed bell with another caﬁnty but I don’t remember

whet county'playod the game. THey sure had & hard éamo,

I guess, from the way they fought over it. They did heve

some ?1ghts in this game. I heve attended some Indien

'S

¢ amp meetings but I never wes at one of their ories. They
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take good care of you and feed you all you can eat wher you
g0 to one of their cemp meetings. I wes et the counecil
house when MoCurtain and Hunter had their tronble over

the office of Principal Chiefs. It looked very —uch like
those Choctawa'were going to have a good battls, but beforo
fhey got ready the negro soldiers ceme and put & stop to
it. I guess thet if the aegro soldiers had not been sent
to stép the trouble they would have hed a good battle,

A1l of the Indiens were lomded down with guns and pistels,
ready to go to war whem they were called on.

I did‘not‘nee th; Locke & Jones war but I was not far
from here when that Yook place. The soldiers were sent
,fdown;%e;atop~thatf%ghtwﬂ~Leeke~had hiszmanfst§$ionsd_ _“w\
ac&q;a Kiamichi River, sbout 200 Indians, all loaded down
with guns of all descriptions. Locke was feeding them.

Of. course, Locke had lots of cattle and hogs in the woods
so they would go out and kill them as they wanted it.
He fed all those Indians himself. The Ioﬁes meu were
stetioned at 0ld Goodlend; they were ready ‘to fight;'fhey

were the militia sent by Governor Jones: he was governor

at that time. If 1% badn't been for the soldiers they might
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have had 8 bloody battle, but it was averted by the soldiers.

.fhen we were at work 1in the mines at McAlester,

J. J: McAlester had & small store that he used for the miner-(
anﬁ those who worked for him, so we had to do our treding
#ith him et this store. He was a fine man to work for; I

can say that for him even thoﬁgh he is dead.

At ¥hat time there were no schogls nor churches, but
the people finally got together end got up & subseription
school. I did not have the chence to attend the school so
I am you might say an ignorant white man."Thoy aiso built
¢ church house. § don't know whefher this church house is

still there or not, I have been away from there sc long it

I have lived among three tribes of Indians, and in my
rounds I have come in contact with lots of them., I have
found that they are all good people, mever bothering anybody.
Among themselves they would kill one another but never would

vbother any one else, They are ali honest and law-abiding
citizens end upright as far as I know and I have been with
them ever since I came to this cbuntry,.a small boy. I

guess I will live among them until I psss from this world
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to egnother one. I now live at Dunbar, sbout 23 miles
north of Antlers, Oklahoma. I am right where my

father died and is buried.

X
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