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Bazel B. Greene
Journalist
October 13, 1937.

Interview with Ben L. Blanchard

602 Bast Duke Street, iiugo, Okla.

My father, L. . Blenchard, was i« rn in .orth Caro-

lina; my mot er, Ma'tie K. Jraves Elanchard)was born in

Arkadelphia, Arkansas)and I wes | rn near vooaland in the

shoctaw netion. .y perents werv riurried at :rescolt, ark-

ansas, ara came to soocland, indiarn Territory, -ho:taw
hation)in the usual covired sacon. 1aer lived near Sood-
land one year, and made a c¢ron., I was born there on 1
farm near Soodland, and was six montus old wien they moved
o Doéksville, a‘out ei shteen miles east of Joodland. It
wvas called Gooaland t.un. botli syllebles wer acccnteu."
+e lived in and arournd Doaksville until I was aboit severn-
teen vears old. he tirst scheol I attended wus at Doaks-
ville, a liss Thlulah Collier, from somewherc in Texas, was
one of my first teacners. The first scheol I attesnded was
held in an old store buildin; there and I don't remuuber /f
éua name of 1y teacher. Then the new school house wés
built up acrcss the road souti of the Déaksville cemetery.

T.ere were no graves sout.: of the old .ilitary road that

ran weat from Doaksville, a couple of hundred fards and
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then past the cemetery, and then north on up toward old
Spencer Academy and on to Fort Smith, Arkansas. That
wvas the road from Fort Towson to Fort Smit'.. Goods were
freirhted ovsr it from boat lendinge on Red River to
Speﬁcer Aoaéemy, before a railroaa was brou~ t down south »
from Springfield, missouri)and on throu ﬁ to Yarié, Taxas.,
Then the freigshtin.: Na{ done r'2.m Scodland for nﬂile
a;d'thcn the Academ& was mjrqd over west of tie riycr and
tne railroad to a plaée within a nile or so ol helson.

The road branched at ‘he Doéksvil::\C(metury. The
branch going we t was the o:e to Géodland. when I was a
boy, tue Doaksville frading Sompany composed of «#ill Bear-
den and Joel S:ring, and perhaps'ethers‘had the main store
in Doaksville., Their goods were freifntcd-from Gocdland
end when the frei -ht wason came in, about once & weex, 1t
~vas an event. oSverybody was interested in sceil..z what new
-thinss were broug..t in, especially the girls and women, in
tue springtime when hats and new flovered muslins were
broug.t in. Then the mail coming in was sorwethins to be

looked forward to as this was just—about tne most im ortant

event o! each week. Newspapers were somctimes several days
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Gld when received at Doaiksville, tut they were read from
"kiver to kiver", usnd all the news uauly discussed, by thi//
men as they loafed on voxes and bar.els on the st re
‘porch in suomer and around tho btig old heater in the
middle of the store in wint.r.

The most important affairs o tue :ourtry and nstion
were setiled riht in #ill Bearderms old store, set!led

ccording to some o the old xrayteards .ho gathered tucre.’

But wnen clection tinc ce.c arournd, none ot tue'white .en
who didn't happen to be interma ried citi. ens could vote.

at least the white mun coild not vote in tribal arffairs.

tut-election day »as one excitin- tr-e. il & me: s8id some-
' (
thine about any of ti.e carndiiates or their policies, which )

did nct suil. his lisgéncr, ne was-promptly knocked down,

With &« 18t or a -un. One cleltion day, é n;:ro-lndian
Xnocxed & wiite mar Jown sith h{s pistol, just as fast as

tre wnite man could <t u, until e got tir.d of :t end
valked off arnd nobody interfe}ed,tbecause everybody was u-
fraid of the negro-Indien. That school nouss, whére I learn-
ed to sing, "Threo Cheers [OT t.i. Hed, .hite and Bluef has
been £6rn down, to make room for more eraves. It is in the

>

main ccmetery now.
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o I never went hunting and fishin;; to. amount to any-

v
Nt

thing. -There were plenty of deer, turkey, prairie chickens,
and other game, bui I preferredAtb tramplgrdhnd and look for

0old cannon balls, arrow heads and spear heads. I would

~

pggmp around the old Fort ruins and wonder all about t.e
occupants of the Fort, what became of them and why. There
aré‘about a dozen tombstones still in the old rort cemetery.
There were many soldiers buried the;e, but thesé vodies were
removed before I ever visited’that cometeryxbut fhe open
graves showcd where they had been burie&. gAn old plastered
frame building was still standing out %n the field a little

' way from the Fort proper. hI‘imagined that it had been the

Sl

officers’ ‘quarters, thougn some said it was a part of the o

: ) o~ S N ¢ .

hospital. <+he most .of ﬁhe_stone walls were tumbled down, as
., ) \\ . '

far back as I can remember. In 1901, the ri.ht of way for

“\\ic ..r’kansas and 3hoccaw railroud was surveyed through about
a mile south of Doaksville and on east. My father and I
helpead to‘éut\the timber orf of thaﬁ‘r;ght 6f way, and with

Father's seva;;l\séamg we helped to tuild the railroad dump
~

from the hill éast of Fort Towson (the present town) to

Clear Creek; ‘ N
/ ~.
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I egﬁered tne rgilroad service that way, and kept
on c¢limbing until now, after tiairty-six years, I am a
brakeman and a conductor on the road I helped to build,
I have‘bean in the service continuously all of tlhose years.
I ..ave seen a lot of to.ns alons the road from irdmore to
the otate line aast,.grow and prosrer and then fall into
decay., some of them are indeed "ghost towrns”". I considhr

m,sell a pioneer in railroading.



