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Hazel B. Qr«ene
Journal!at
October 13, 1937.

Interview with Ben L. Blanchard
602 ISast Duke Street, Hugo, Okla.

tly father, L. I(>. Blanohard, was i rn in I orth Caro-

lina; my mot er, Ma?tie K. Graves Elanchard was born in

Arkadelphia, Arkansas a:.d I * 3 ; rn hear viooaland in tin.

Jhoctaw nation. . :y parents wer^ na'-ried at ;r«seott,

anaas, ai.a came to Joocland, Indiar. Turntory, Jho

i.ation in thw usual covered /aron. i\ie; lived noar ^

land one year, and made a cron. I was born thsrc on a

fara near Woodland, and was six mont.ij old :;:.eu they moved

t. Doaksville, a-out eighteen miles 09i>t oV loodl'ir.d. It

.vas called Gooaiin-d t..un. both syllebl^s wer aoceriteu.

.•e lived in ai.d around Doaksville until I was abo it seven-

teen vears old. rhe first school I attended ,;fis at Doaks-

ville, a f.'J.ss "Halulah Collier, from somewhere in Texas/ was

one of my first teacners. The first school I attended was

held in an old store build in*, there and I don't remunb<-r

tat> nane of :.$ teacher. Then the new school house was

built up across the road south of the Doajcsville cemetery.

T..ere were no graves sout;1. of the old military road t^at

ran west from Doaksville, a couple of hundred yard,s and
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then past the cemetery, and then north on up toward old

Spencer" Academy and on to Fort Smith, Arkansas. That

was the road from Fort Towson to Fort 3mit!.. Goods were

freighted ov-.=r it from boat landings on Red River to

Snencor Academy, before a railroad was brour t down south

from Springfield, ...issourij and on throu h to Tarts, Texas.

Then *the froi^tin.- was done f̂ .m 3oodl-;Kd for i .';nile

a;.d then the Academy was moved over west of the river and

/

tne railroad to a place within a îile or SJ of Kelson.

The road branched at the DoaksvillevQor.GU.ry. The

branch going we t was the o: e to Goodland. Tfhen I was a

boy, the Doaksrvillo Trading Company composed of ./ill Bear-

den and Joel S:ring, and perhaps others, had the main store
ft

in Doaksville. Their goods were frei -..ted from Gocdland

end when the frei./ht wa^on cane in, about once a wtex, it

.vas an event. Everybody was interested in actii..̂  what new

things were broû ..t in, eapacî ally the girls and women, in

ti-e springtime when hats and new flowered muslins were

brought in. Then the mail" coming in was so:iethin;-" to be

looked forward to as this was jusfabout the most im <xrtar.t

event oi each week. Newspapers were sometimes several days
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old when received at Doaksville, fut they v/ere rood from

"kiver to kiver", und a l l the r.uws duly discussed, by t h e /

men as they loafed on boxes and buivela on the st re

porch in suaner and around thj Mf, old hooter in the

middle of the store in 7/int- r .

The most important affairs 01' ir.e :ourtr} ,md nation

wtrt; settled r i "ht in a'ill Bearderrs old store, settled

according to some o:1 the old groyteards ..ho gathered the re . '

But when election ti:ac car.i aroui.d, none of ti^e white r.en

who didn't happen to be intercia ried cit izens could vote,

.it leabt the white n«n jo-ili not vo,to in t r ibal a f fa i r s .

Lut- election day ftaB one exciting ti-.e. If a rrv>; sa'id sorne-
/

thin** about any of the car.di iatcs or thuir pol icies , which

did net sui - his l i s tener , r.e .vas-promptly icnocked dowii,

..iti: a f is t or a -run. One cl«Jtio;. day, a ncro-Indian

knocked a white mar. down Aith his p is to l , just as fast as

t: e wnito i!ian could -ct u; , unti l lie e o t tir^d of i t end

walked off and nobody Interfered, ;because everybody was a-

fraid of the negro-Indian. That school house, where I learn-

ed to sing, "Threo Jheers for t.i- Red, .rhite and I3luew has

been torn down, to raako room for more graves. I t is in the

main cemetery now.



410
BLAJICHABD, BEN L . • INTERVIEW 7827

/.
- 4 -

I never went hunting and fishing' to. amount to any-,

thing. -There were plenty of deer, turkey, prairie chickens,

and other game, but I preferred.to tramp around and look for

old cannon balls, arrow heads and spear heads. I would

tramp around the old Fort ruins and wonder all about t .e

occupants of the ifort, what became of the.T: and why. There

are about a dozen tombstones still in the old /ort cemetery.

There were many soldiers buried there, but those bodies flere

removed before I ever visited that conetery but the open

graves showed where they had been buried. An old plastered

frame building was still standing out in the field a little

way from the tfort proper. I imagined that it had been the

officers1' quarters, thoufii some said it was a part of the

hospital.' i"he most .of the stone walls were tumbled down, as

far back as I can remember, in 1901, the rirht of way for
ft

the -rkansas and Jhoctaw railroad was surveyed through about

a mile south of Doaksville and on east, iiy father and I

helped to c\i< the timber off of that right of way, and with

fathfar's sev&ral tSams we helped to 'ouild the railroad dump

from the hill east of For̂ fc Towson (the present town) to

Clear Creek. \
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I entered the railroad service that way, and kept

on climbing until now, after thirty-six years, I am a

. bral?eman and a conductor on the road I helped to build.

I have been in the service continuously all of those years.

I .lave seen a lot of to. ns alonr the road from Ardraore to

the otate line east, sjrow and prosper and then fall into

decay. Sone of them are indeed "ghost to.vr.s". I consider

f a pioneer in railroading.


