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Field ^cjrker 's name JOHNSON HA-'.̂ TOK

This report made on (date) September 27, 1937

1. Na'-e T.!r. F. L. .-.riderson

2. Post ^ " i c e Audreys f i l l e r , Olclehoma

3. R- î-ien v i i .:-'.-..- ( )r locitiou) ^

4. DATS ''V >IilT-:: '''•nr,h August Day lP th Year 1872

5. Place '••I1 b i r t h Tennessee

6. Tusie of F^tlier Pla<?o of birtli Tennessee

fti.er infor'nati^ii -ibo'it father ^

7. rai.\ri jf ' itLer Place of b i r th Tennessee

^ther informavion'-about mother '* *.*:?t *• " :>R,'

Totes or »;omt!xeue narrative by t!.« field worker dealing with the .
life and story '•>!' ti.o per.-:n ir.*;prvie-,7eci. Refer to 1,'anual for
sug,̂ esr>-d .-•,oiec"u^ and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
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Johnson Hampton..

Interviewer.
9-27-1937.

An interview with 7. L. Anderson,
Lil ler, 'Ok.1 ahoir.s .'

, I,was born *.t CookviUe, Tennessee,August ISth,

1672^ I earae to Indian Territory, Choctaw :>.ti">ri in

October, 1901# 1 W R S ebout twenty-otie yeers old when I

caue to this country. :..y mother died in Tennessee,

My fether ovec fror there to Texas where we lived

for a few yearsythen :.y father died <n<i I. -.oved froni

Texes to Indian Territory rue. located in the Cboctaw

Netion. • '

One of the principle reasons for .ovins; here

w?s that tne IPHQ in Teir»s wrs so r.î h'thc.t 1 WP.S

rot able to buy a hoir.e, I decide! that if I came

to 'fche Metion I .-night have • bettet chance to acquire

'• home and'for the further reason thet 1 bed heard

thnt thi£ country wrs nn oven country for stoct,

r.r.c also- tr.ot it ;v s tho ."est p^ce for "t youns- •nen

liKe :..yr,elf end1 ray fc.iily.

,v"hen I first \oyec to this country • I located

;.fetv.ee:: .".iller &;.d Junbo; there were
 c. few Indians
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around filler end the next corr;unity waS at Jurr/oo.

Tke.se two towns were about ton miles apert ̂ nd

between Vhe two there were no rouses of r-^y kind,
i

so we located at this pl^.ce; tl;^ land wss plained

by a white man who ha- memed into the Choctaw

.Tribe so we tool: e lease f roia'him for five years.

',Ve broke the I-1 no p.na bui"^ L tv>o room

house on i t ann dug a well arid buil t n barn and .
i

other out houses, W? lived there for revert" yesrs

after our lease ran out. »»e paid the landlord .

rent for this land and in the ^eanti^e we htd. to

pay a rerr.it for the r^ivile^e of liviaf l;i the

country. This permit cost /e vf.CO and \y hired

hand ^d.EO per year, I continued T,o(i.v.y this'

permit until ^ast tefore Statehood when they

"uit collectint the rer .its.

V<hen .\3 ca;-.e over fro.i. Texas ve 'came

over in e covered wagon drawn by ho.rses, "i7e

drove our stocr* through to tre pl--oe v;!.ich

we hed leased S T 3 turned them ">ut on •

the range. All the country was oper.; there

r'
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were no fences at all, only a few pf-.tches where the

I
Indians raised their corn. j

We built our house on the edge of .a'preirie
, . , ' - I

f.nd the j;rass on th i s p re i r i e was es hjL̂ ii as the head ;

of a man on horseback. I t sure was fine &rass so we

did not'nave to feed our stock any feea during the

winter season.' ,Ve raised c a t t l e , hogsie^d a "few
ponies; the country wes full of wild

ponies, but there -.vere not ".any ce t t le

time where we located, we used to have' lo t s of

trouble v.ith t re wild ponies. "0-ir stock would

in with then'and they-sure Vfcre hard tq cetcL

sfter they got in (ftitn -th^ wild conies,

I was not. in t: e run" of !c3 butj I wes at

hoctaw

at thftt

the drawing ^t #ort-Si!1, where I drew t.

Ox paper and f^then noved to 'this coan1

iVhen we :r,oved to th i s country \se, ht-d no

furniture at r l i only wr.'=t we broueht :

cut ?fter about a year we bought sone 1

our home. ><e hP.de pretty h?rd time ^s t t in r started

"after we .oved over here for the Indians h^d noth-

blsnk r.iece

ry.

n our wa,:oii

uriiiture for
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.that they could sel l that is , no corn and the l i ke ,

so v»e iif d to buy our corn in Antlers, for our feed the

firs t .year.

We went to farming end the C i ^ t year we ruade

plenty of corn and other things thst were needed on the

farm end we made so;.ie cotton "but i t was so far

the cotton1 that we did not ra ise but very l i t t l e . We

treded at Antlers, which was about twenty miles from

where we lived,end the wsy we ~ot our meil was that

soinebody in the neighborhood v,ould po to Antlers snd

bring the neil out to the neighbors.

There were so few people,iin the country thet
i

i t wss not out of th» wey t o ' d e l i v e r the ^^ail as a .

men pessed through end in thr t wfiy we^ro^-tfar n^ i l

about once a week. i j

The country wes ful l of wild f»e;-e when I

f i r s t lauded here such as deer , turkeys and there

v.ere plenty of fish, in the creeks and sorr.e beers

on the . /ountains. I used t o ^e* out on the "ount&in y

sad k i l l e deer or turkey eny tin*e I wanted to and

so.~e of ,tLc- r-.en in our ne ie^orhood k i l^ea a few
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be8rs t .Tie country I loceted in i s in the valley; i t is" '

celled Impson Valley.

I 'used to ettend Indian camp raeeting.I attended '<

Inpson Chapel which was a Vethodist Church end the other

church was at Fleasant ?ove(end was B Presbyterian Church.

The Indians would ce-.p at those churches ena feea the

people,both white and Indian, who came/to attend jthe
I

neetin£ ?nd they woulc have sor;,e great meetings. j l , of

cqurse ;could not understand then for the Indians }|resched
1

in their own 1en^ucoa but s t i l l I used to ?o '.o thfese

meetings every time they had one end they hcd thos^

_canp meetings about four t i : es e year. , \
i

The Lnpson Chapel hr--s been long out of exislt- '
i

ence but tne Fleasent Cove Church is .sti l l there enh

the Indians s t i l 1 use i t es their church house to tnis

dey, Tus church house lies beer, there a lon6- tin:e#

I. w-s there when I first Ir.ndea in this country -fcnd \

is s t i l l there. ' \

I first loceted here there were no \ \
wnite people in the country, A.iere v/ere some eround

the sswraills but none out in the country on the farms
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but a f t e r I hed b«en there for some few years the white

• people then began to come put on the farms anc they

fenced e l l . t h e country sround where 1 l i v e d .

f I do)not' remember1 wh.°t year i t was when the Jumbo

Asuh&lt-I«.ine was onene'd.but when the mine ws opened a *->

• • - - r*

t-ood m?.ny wLite people ceine to the •• ine f.nc5 put up stores

end'finally they tot a post-office there. They worked |

there in the rrines for several years until one day the

nine blew up end .killed about fourteen niners and they

then p.bsndoned it end i.t is still st*rding just -like

they left it when the. mine blew up aaa^fkilled those

riners.

I hpve lived e.:.onf the Choctaw Tribe of Indians

ever since I :..oved to their country; they neve been to

::.y house and visited r.:e and I also have visited them.

They are £.11 rood peorle to live by; they sure w i n

not bother eny thine; you can Lesve the. nouse open

if you want to. In the old days notuin;, wes'bothe.-ed

by them pnf. they Rre honest ̂ s they c^n be. After the

••hite eorle began to co-re in end settle the country ,
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then we had to lock the doors every ti.i.e ive hed to leave

the house.

The Ohoctiaws are dependable too. Of course they

•' '' / -would fight â ong themselves but,they would pot bother.

, anyone alse.

All the Choctaws v.ith whom 1 have come in con-

tact are my friends. I-was at one tir^e Township Assessor

end r-.s such had occ&sion to meet nearly ell of the ".

Choct^wg and I knoy.' v-hat I am t-alking e.\j/s^%.


