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Field Morker's name __ JOHNSON HA'L>TCN
This report made on (date) September 27, 1937 - ’
lo Naf“e . ::'AI'. Fo Ln :.llderson
2. Prst rf7ice Address liller, Oklehome
3. PRuilenr al.ress (Hr locatinu) &
4, DATE 0¥ IR™H “enyh August Day 1eth vear 1872
5. Plzce ~r birth Tennessee
5. Tuame of Father Place »f birt:: Tennessee

Ctier Informatisn wbot father
7. Vane of osther , Place of birth Tennessee

“trer informavion -about mother L 275 T a o

—— v & - - —— . G- - -
Yotes ~r comvieve narrative Tty tie field worker dealing with the
interviewed, Refer tc llanual for
ons Zertinue on blank sheets if
r.
i

sugrest-d s oiectu. and gquest .
Yis ferm.,  Number of sheets

1
necassary sna attach firmly to
attached 7 .
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Johnson Fampten. {
Interviewer, 7
0-27-1937.
. An interview with ., L. Ander-on,

l.iller, 'Oxlzhoxs.’

14

. I.was born =t Cookvilie, Tennessee, August 18th,

7 )

1672, I eame to Indien Territory, Choctéw Natisn in
Octover 1901, 1 was sbout twenty-oue veers old when I
caue to this country. Ly mother died in Tennessee,
My f=ther ovec fror there to Texes where we lived
for & few years/then Ty fether died »nd I. -oved from
Texes to Iadien Tercitory - udé loecated in the Choctaw
Netion, . i
Nne of‘the principle rezconefor .oving here

w2s that trne lsnd in Tedrs wrs so Righ-thot [ wes
7ot sble to tuy a home, i decidel that if I came
po th§ Néti5ﬁ I might have - Detten chence to acuuire
z nome anc' for the further redson thet I hed ieard

' -

thnt thie country wrs an open country for stocs,

«nt else - trot it wos the cest p'=ce for = young men

like ..ycelf end my feaily.

~vhen I first ~oyved to this country . I loceted
.etieen Liller end Jumbo; there were = few Indiens

{
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around iiiller end the next coriwunity wa® st Juabo.
: . ,

/

These two towns were stout ten miles apert and

between tle two there were no rouses of =uny kind,
. ]

0 we located 2t this pl=ce; tig land w2s glaimed

11 .

by & white men wkn ha~ merried into the Choctaw
Tribve so we %ook e leace f}om,him for five,years.'
We broke tile l#ud ano bullu ¢ p&o roon

Louse on it ana dug a well and built & tarn and .
nther ‘out houses, W3 lived there for severa‘iyeers
after our lease ren out. we paid the lsndlord
rent for_this 1aud'and in the :eantiue we b=d to
pay a perrit for the rrivilege of living in the

country. This permit cost e .00 arnd -~y hired

hend .20 per yezr, 1 continued v0'uey this-
1. v .

v

reriiit until juét‘iefore Stztehood when they
~uit collectin; the rer .its.

When ae‘caze over fro.i Texes ve‘éame
loyer in a egvered wazon drswn by hgfseg. e
érove our stocn thrbugh io'tue Jl=ge which

we hed lessed 213 turaed them sut on

the range. All the country wes opern; threre

-
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were no fences et all, only a few patches where the

Indians raised their corn. |
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S 3 s 1(0 L)
#nd the g¢rass on this preirie wes es Ligh

i

of 8 man on horseback. It sure wzs fipe gress =0 we

We built our rouse on the edpe of a'vrei
N v

t
g2 the head

did not rave to feed our stock any feed during the

. , . " ! .
winter season. e raised cattle, hogsiand & few

t

ponies; the country wes full of wild ghoctaw

ponies, but there uere not ~any cettle jat thet

time where we located. e used to havg

.

troutle with t:e wild ponies. O 'ir stod

iz with them and they sure were Lard %q
4

efter they £ot in with 4he wild poniesa:

o

I wes not in tle ran of 183 \

the drewing =t gort-S111  where I arew -

v

raper and I\then moved to this coany

[&]
Fy

when we :.oved to this gountry weg

B

furniture =zt =11 only wohrt we brought 3

cut =fter sbout & yesr we bousht some furniture for

’ -~

our home. we hked 2 pretiy herd time gettins sterved -

‘efter we -oved ove: here for the Indigns h=4 noth-

lots of

kK wnuld

catel.

blonk plece

Iy,

-
Abd

n our we;oL

/’[

-~
[9)

j$ts]

uﬂ I wes at

g e

[
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ing that they could sell thet is , no corn znd the like,

so we hrd to buy our corn in Antlers, for our feed the

*

first yeer. ’ :

We went to farming end Qhe ik,

v

t year we nade

:

the cotton thet we did not rsise but very little. We

treded at Antlers, which wes 2bout twenty miles from

where we 1lived,end the wey we .0t our meil was that

somebody in the neighborhosd woulqlpo to Antlers =nd
. s
bring the meil out to the neighdors.

There were so few people‘%n the country thset
! i
. ‘ X . . ;
1t wees not out of ti: wey to deliw f the 2il =5 & .

!
i
{

wen pessed turough end in thrt wey we§§gﬁ;omf meil
atout once & week. g g
The couﬁtry wes ful? of wiid serze when I
Uirst lernded here such &as deér, turkeys and there
nere clenty of fish in the creeks end some beers
on the .ounteins. I used to get out on the ‘ountaiE_J//

'

tad ki1l e deer or turkey eny tine I wanted to and

N

- , . 1y
some of tle reu in our neighborhkood killed & few

1
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besrs, Tae Eoun%ry I loceted in is in the valiéy;‘it ig"‘

celled Impson Valley.

I'used to ettend Indian camp meeting I sttended !

Impson Chapel which wes e lethodist Church endikhe other

L 2Ny . . \
courch wes at Fleasent “ove and wes e Presbyterian Church.

The Indians would ce~p st those churches ana feed the

~ people,both white end Indian, who ceme ‘to attend%the

§
, !
neeting 2nd they woulcd heve sone great meetings. El, of
.

coyrse ,could not u-derstand them for the Indiens éreeched
hi , ‘

in their own lengurse dbut stil) I used to ¢o Lo these

meetings every tize they had one end they Led those
.cemp meetings ebout four ti:es & yesr. E

1

The Impson Chepel hns beeu long out of exist-

t

ence but t.ae Fleesent Cove Church is still there an?
the Indians stil? use it £s their church rouse to ﬁ&&s

dey, Tils church house hes been there a long tine, \

i
I. w~s there when I first lzoded in this couniry ﬁnd%
‘ !
is still there. . \
#hen I first loceted here there were no \

wnite people in the country, Tiere were some rround

* N » ” . ,
the sewmills but noae oul in the country on the farms

£ 1d

®

o, »
1)
:!s’

‘ s
senarepers +7
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byt after I hed been there for some few yeers thLe white

- yaople then began to come out on the férms ané they

fenced el +the country around where 1 lived.

4

>

T adnot remember‘wnut year it wes when the Jumbo
3 i Lf‘

Asphe1lt. Line wes onened but when the mine qu o“bned a

ro0d many'white peovle ceone to the ~ine £nd hut’un stor

Nen ¢

gnd finally they Lot z post office there. They gorked

here in the rines for seversl yesirs until one day the

mine blew up end killed z2vout fourteen miners and they

then =bendoned it end it is still starding Just like
they left it when tha,gﬁne Llew uwo eaafkilled those
. ; |

riners.

I beve lived e.ony the Choctéw Tribe of Indisnsg

N
'

ever since 1 ..oved to their country; they heve been 0

[N

ny nouse and visited ne and 1 s2lso have visited them.

Il ,
h

They are &1l ¢ood veorle to live by; they sure will
rnot tother eny thine; you car lesve ths nouse open

if vou weat to. In the old deys natuini e s tothe.ed

"

by them =uld they &#re honest =s t?ev cen ve, After the

wLite eorle oegqu to cove in and settle the country

:
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i All the Choctasws with whom. 1 have come in con-
Ny . . ’ /. -
tact ere my friends. I-was 2t one time Township Assessor
end =s such had occssion 10 meet Learly =11 of the
- Choctaws and I know what I em talking eyggg. -
I . . \
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then we had to lock the doors every fimg we hed to leave -

S

the house.
' The Choctaws are dependzble ton. 0f cour they
e X

o~

would fight agong themselves but;théy would pét Bpthefl



