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FIRLD WORKER JOHNSON H. HAMPTON
Indian-pPioneer History 5-159
September 21, 1937.

INTERVIEW WITH JANE BATTIBST
Antlers, Oklahoma.

I was born in the Cherokeee Nation, near 'rahlequah,‘
Oklahoma ,which was then in ¥he Cherokee Nation, I am not
able to tell) what ysar 1 was ‘born nor the month or the
da;r.' I have been told by my people that I am about 105
years old tut I don't know , I can hardly get around
any more, and I am almost blind. 1 have® no education
at all 86 I am not able to tell you very much of the
happenings of the Indians during my life.

My mother and father were slaves and they beiong-
ed to a Cherckee lndian by t}m neme of John Lowery. BHe
had some slaves besides thenm, bﬁt did not have many.
Those he had were all named for him S0 We were named
Ipiary and my name is Jane Lowery. le did not mix
and mingle with other peog.e very mugh,as-we Just had to
stay at home and work on the farm and other places he
- wanted us to I&k. He kept us at home and did not give
us the privilege of visiting anyone except the other

|

"le;s(h'o had on the fam.
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I was a pretty good li;od girl when the va'r“broko
ocut between thol North and tho South. The Cherokees
joined the Northern army, and toughc‘with thoe yorthern
w as it was called. I don't remember that they had
oﬁr one battle, but I heard that they had a battle with
the clhootawa at one tims, but as to where I don't know,
1 heard that thoro_ were several Choctaws and cﬁorokees )
killed in this fight. They might have had more battles
than that; but this one battle was the only one 1 heard
of before I left that country and came down here.

We had plenty .to eat and to live on whils we were
living ﬁth cuy master. He fed us good and took oarf of
us. When we got sick he would get us medicins or a dostor &
if we noeded one, He surol;; was good %o us. Of course
he worked us pretty hax;d, but we could stand it for we
wore well fed and stout enough to do any hard work that
we had to do'for ;1&. e got along botﬁr then. than
we did after we were freed. I remember that our master,
John x.oury)}oui’od the army. Bsfore he left for the |

army he give us same cattle, hogs andviyonios. 1 don't
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know what-he said to my father, but any way he gave xié
the stock; and he gave us some furniture out of the
houss when he left for the army..>I don't know where
he went wx then, but we left there and came down to
this country. Iyguosa we wore what you call refugees
rroithowu, any way we came AowAa here and were living
6ovn here when we were freed by President Lincoln. We
never went back %o the Cherokes Nation after we were
freed.

\'hon we moved domm to this country there were no
‘.r_ailroads through here or were there aﬂy towrs nor villages
" in the country. Ve ha)d $0 40 our trading at Parig.'kxas.
We built a log homse which had a dirt floor as thei'o was
no lumbdber th;t \n ocould get to make our flooring, oc; o
Just had a &irs floor for a long time. After a long while
s finally got some lumber and made a floor out of it.

Wo then cleard a small farm, and put it in cultivation.

¥e raised all the corn we needed for our bread, -hich‘

was about all we needed corn for. The stock did not have

to be fed at ihat time for the grass was fine and it stay- |
ed green all the year around. Of course the stock did not
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need to be fed corn or any other feed. )
After the railroad was tuilt ‘through this country. o t

and the towns established we did our trading at Antlers.
At that time Antlers was just a small vi‘lla'ge, whi\ch had
about two stores and a post office, and a depot at the

rai;mad station. A' #ie have been trading here ever since

PO

that time, .

We beat our corn to make meal just like the Choctaws A
d14, as there were no gristmills in the country. The only
way to get bread was t0 bsat the corm in the bowl made
on ane end of the block of the block of wod. itemade
hominy as well as corn Qou, and we got our grossries ,
out of Paris, Texas,onse in a wile. It was too far
to make a trip every time we got out of groceries so
we had to make our meal at home until we could gt to
80 to Paris,Texas.

Several years after this time an Indian by the
neme of Coleman Nelson put up a store at /neléon. That
is, the store :gp named artoxxhu when he put up this
afom out near where we lived., It was about ten miies

from Antlers, and we then traded thore. This man Relson

vas about a half-breed Choctaw Indian, He was also a

i o
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Methodist proacher. He had lots of cettle, hogs,
and ponies he was a man who had plenty of everything,

He hed held several offices under the Choctaw Govermment.

1

,#e ran that store for a long time thenm sold out, and ufter

. &
he sold out this store at Nelson afill put ome in Antlers.

Hy pan that store for a long time then soid ut, and finale
1y sold out all of his stock before he died. He was a fine
black. After he sold out all of his stock he died, but ti? )
store he hag years égp is still known as Neisop foat Office.
There 1s a small store still there that has been there a
long tims. .I don't know what year ha put up this store at
this place, but it was a way out in thaﬁuéode‘whoro ée

built the store, I think that he built this store for

the behefit of the Indian school, which was a boy's

school. It was called Spencer Academy for Indian

children, and was attended by Iﬁdian boys only. 1t

was dburned saveral_y;ars ago, and several boys who

ware a sleep upstairs wers burned. ‘they never did re-

build this school after it burned down.
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when we moved to this coqntry there were no white

people at all) there were a few Choctaw Indiene. |
‘n fact there were not many people out vwhere 1 located,
‘The country was wild, no one lived there, and'
there were no houses. 4 feﬁ negroes and a few Indians,
?who were choqtaws>lived in a small community. We lived
in our community and we visited sash other but very
}ittle, n

- 1 don't know very much about the Choctaws for 1
never lived among them, Ve 1ived quite & ways from
them and gews® had occasion ts be among yhei hut.vary

" little. We lived near what was called Besyer bam,

. This dam was dbuilt by beavers on this little creek,

hence the name Beaver Creok; At the head of this
creek -is the dam that fhe‘boavers built, so it was
called Beaver Oaﬁ by the negroes who lived there,
when I moved here there were lots of wild gamo
such as deer, turkeys, and lots of fish in the riéar.

We used to have fish fries on Boggy Kiver every year.
fie got all the fish we wanted to eat im a little while.
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‘The men would go out and kill a deer or a turkey at

any time they wanted to, and they did not uwave to go
very far to kill a deer or a turkey, az there were
lots of them out in the woods,

1 -never attended but.one Indian church. This
clurch was oalled*§pal Spring, and it was a Methodist
Ch;rch. ‘‘he Indians would camp at this place and
feed all that came to the church and I helped cook
for them.' There used to be lots of full dlood |
Indians at “that thm?. 'This church has deen out of .
existence for a long time, and there é;e no Indians
there now as they have all died out. ‘the church went
down after they all died out wigh n& one to keep it
up. 1 ﬁave attended the Indian cries. Sometimes they
would Lave their cries al the church and some times they
would have them at the grave. when they have them at the
grave they woyld camp at the place that night, and the

" next day they would all get together and the preécher
would preach his memgriﬁl sermon. ‘hen theay would go

to the grave and all get around it and cry. after thay

* .
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got through they would ‘eat their dinner and go home.
The widow or the wiaowér had to mourn over the dead
until they ha& this aory, after them he or aslie was at
liberty to get married sgain, but not befox;e.

Althon.gh I huve not Jived amuig the Choctaws,all
of this tr«ibé I have known were friendly . They were
good people \anj good neigl;bore.

I am now living about twelve miles southeast of

Antlera', Uxlahoma,

s



