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INTERVIEW WITH JAHE BATTIEST
Antlers, Oklahoma.

I was born in the Cherokeee Nation, near ^

Oklahoma;which was than in fee Cherokee Nation, I am not

able to tell what year I was born nor the month or the

day, I hare been told by my people that I am about 105

years old^but I don't know # I can hardly get around

any more, and X am almost blind. 1 hare no education

at all so I am not able to tell you very much of the

happenings of the* Indians during my life.

My mother and father were Blares and they belong-

ed to a Cherokee Indian by the name of John Lowery. He

had some Blares besides them, but did not have many.

Those he had were all named for him so lie were named

Lowery and my name is Jane Lowery. We did not mix

and mingle with other peo&le very much,as we just had to

stay at home and work on the farm and other places he

wanted us to work. He kept us at home and did not give

us the privilege, of visiting anyone except the other

^slaves he had on the farm.

> \
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1 waa a pretty good alsed girl when tha war broke

out between tha North and tha South* The Cherokeee

joined the Northern anoy, and fought with tha northern

army as it waa called. I don't remember that thay had

over ona battle, but I heard that thay had a battle with

tha Chootawe at ona time, but ae to where I don't know,

1 heard that there were several choctawa and Cherokees

killed in this fight* Thay might have had more battles

than that; but this one battle was the only one 1 heard

of before I left that country and came down here.

We had plenty to eat and to live on while we' were

living with our master* He fad ua good and took oare of

ua. whan we got sick ha would get us medicine or a doctor

if we needed ona* He surely was good to us* of ooursa

he worked ua pretty hard* but we could stand it for we

ware wall fad and a tout enough to do any hard work that

we had to do for him. He got along batter than, than

we did after wa ware freed* I remember that our master,

John Lowery, Joined tha amy. Before ha left for tha '

army ha give us acne cattle, hogs and ponies. I don't
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know what 2io eald to ny father, but any way he gave us

the stock; and he gave us some furniture out of the

house when he left for the army. "I don't know where

he went »* then, but we left there and cam© down to

thie country. I guess we were what you oall refugees

froM the war, any way we cane down here and were llTing

down here when we were freed by President Lincoln. We

never went back to the Gnerokee Nation after we were

freed.

When we moved down to this country there were no

railroads through here or were there any towns nor villages

In-the country* We had to do our trading at Paris,Texas.

We built a log house whioh had a dirt floor as there was

no lumber that we could get to make our flooring, so w»

Just had a dirt floor for a long tine. After a long while

we finally got some lumber and made a floor out of It.

We then cleard a email farm, and put it in cultivation.

we raised all the corn we needed for our bread, whioh

was about all we needed corn for* Die stock did not have

to be fed at that tine for the grass was fine and it stay-

ed green all the year around. Of course the stock did not
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need to be fed corn or any other feed .

After the rai lroad was b u i l t through tills country •$
i

and the towns established we did our trading at Antlers.

At that time Antlers was just a email Tillage, which had

about two stores and a post office, and a depot at the

railroad station. We have been trading here ever since

that time.

we beat our oorn to make meal just like the Choc taws

did, as there wire no gristmills in the oountry. The only

way to get bread was to beat the corn in the bowl made

on one end of the block of the block of wood* vie made

hominy as well as oorn meal, and we got our groceries

out of Paris, Texas,one* in a while* It was too far

to make a trip erery time we got out of groceries so

we had to make our meal at home until we could get to

go to Paris,Texas.

Sereral years after this time an Indian by the

name of coleman Kelson put up a store at nelson* That

is, the store was named aftenhim when he put up this

store out near where we 11 red. it was about ten siiee

from Antlers, and we then traded there* This man nelson

was about a half-breed Chootaw Indian, He was also a .
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Method!st proaoher. He had lots of catt le , hogs,

and ponies he was a man who had plenty of everything.

Ha had held several officed under the choctaw Government.

,tte ran that store for a long time then sold out, and oft^r

he sold out this store at Nelson «$$-put one in Antlers.

**e ran that store for a long time then sold ut, and final-

ly sold out a l l of his stock before he died. He was a fine

man, loved by everybody whoWew him whether white, red, or

black. After he sold out a l l of his stook he died, but the

store he had years ago i s s t i l l known as Nelson Post Office.

f " "
* Then* i s a small store s t i l l there that has been there a

long time. I don't know what year he put up this store at

this place, but i t was a way out in the woods where he

built the store, I think that he built this store for

the benefit of the Indian sohool, which was a boy*s

school. It was called Spencer Academy for Indian

children, and was attended by Indian boys only, i t

was burned several years ago, and several boys who

were a sleep upstairs were burned. They never did re-

build this sohool after i t burned down.
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when wo mo-rod to t h i s country there wero no white

popple at a l l ; there were a f«w choctaw Indiana,

'n fact there were not many people out where 1 located.

The oountry was wild, no one l ived there , and

there were no houses, A few negroes and a few Indians,

who were choctaws^lived in a small community. We l ived

in our community and we v i s i t e d each other but very

1 don't know very much about the Choctaws for 1

never l ived among them, We l ived quite a ways from

them and vtaum? had occasion to be among them but very

l i t t l e . We l ived near what was cal led Bearer Dam.

This dam was bu i l t by beavers on th i s l i t t l e creek,

hence the name Beaver creek. At the head of t h i s

creek i s the dam that the beavers b u i l t , so i t was

cal led Beaver 5aa by the negroes who l ived there.

when I moved here there were l o t s of wild game

such as deer, turkeys, and l o t s of f i sh in the river*

We used to have f i sh f r i e s on Boggy Kiver every year*

ne got a l l the f i s h we wanted to eat in a l i t t l e while .
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The men would go out and kill a deer or a turkey at

any time they vanted to, and they did not have to go

very far to kill a deer or a turkey,, as there were

lots of them out in the woods,

1 never attended but one Indian church. This

church was called Goal Spring, and it was a Methodist

Church* Die Indians would camp at this place and

feed all that came to the church and 1 helped cook

for them, there used to be lots of full blood

Indians at that time* This church has been out of

existence for a long time, and there are no Indians

there now as they have all died out. The church went

down after they all died out with no one to keep it

up. l have attended the Indian cries* Sometimes they

would have their cries at the church and some times they

would have them at the grave, when they have them at the

grave they would camp at the place that night, and the

next day the? would all get together and the preacher

Would preach his memorial sermon. Then they would go

to the grave and all get around it and cry. After they

This pU.ce v;; s prcbibLy Ccl; oprings ; ..1 is nc.v in-<NR
ts Gay.
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got through they would eat their dinner and go home*

The widow or the widower had to mourn over the dead

until they had thie ory, after then he or she was at

liberty to get married again, but not before.

Although I have not lived amcsjg the Choetawstall
4

of this trive I have known were friendly « They were

good people and good neighbors*

I am now living about twelve miles southeast of

Antlera, Oklahoma•


