EDuskDS, BLSIE - INT.RVIAW

NN . [a WAL LN
I X SARCC

Yort citsor.
Jivil .ar-Refus-:€’
Livin~ Sonditions

188
7571

Q



-

DVARLS, B . SNTERVIEW. 7571 |
EDVARDS, ELSIE 189

EARLY INCIDEITS
An interview of Elsie Edwards, daughter ./'

of Tustenuggie Jimboy, of Ke-cho-ba-da-gee ’
tomm (tulwa), Weleetka, Gkiahoma, A e &4 . .

Billie Byrcé, Interviewer
- Indian-pioneer History —
9-17-37 -

‘gouewhere upen the banks of the Grand River
near Ft, Gibson 1lles an old grave of an old lady
vhose name was Sin-e-cha. I could lead you to
that gr.ve today. Sin-eo;:ha had coie with her
trival town of Ke-dho-ba-da~gee during the removal
to the new country. ‘hen’ the events with new}er no
more to live in the east had taken place, she, too,
Teaembered that she had left her home and with shat-
tered happiness she carried a small tundle of her few
belongings and reopening and‘ retying her pitiful
wndle she Legan a sad song which was later taken up
by the others on board ﬁae ship at the time of the
wreck and the words of her song was:; "I have no
dore land, I am driven away from licme, driven up the
red waters, lst us all g6 lat us all dis Ytogethsr

and somesﬁlere u on the banks we will be there."
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vhen the war of thg s?umx vas in progress,
it has Leen told t.at thos! of us that lived along
70d-ko Hu-chee (Coon Cresek }vmich is bLetween lic~-
Alester and Crowder City wenti to the south to es-
cape the war. Tnhne neighboring people we e so eX-
cited t.l;at Wiey were jJust run.ing atound petting
ready to go sonle\‘alére. den follis were fixiug vp
the wa ons while the wo.en folltg were tusy _etting
the quilts re«iy, gathering up pots and other cook-
ing ut.ensilt.s,and loading up the wa;,ons. ‘Ropes were
nade of cow hides cut in long; st,niz;s and Ulese were
used to tie small tundles., They logded up the ligat
articles such as mattresses a.d quilis upon the norses
and securely tied with the cow hide Bopes.

At that time Jackson Lameit, who has dDeen con-
sidered the richest Indian of receat tiucs ut is aow
dead, was my playx.lat{e. He was in the sauwe group that
I w's in wvhen we went south and we stayed in ithe same
group all the‘ four/‘/ear's that we were away in the South,
3watt Grayson was the .aain leader of thie roup om Wis
t;‘ip with, the aid of Tustanuggie Jimboy (Jim Topler
vho had been naned after hig fat.lxel;'. Jin Topler) «.dfmboy

was my father,



Ex)«vn "I)‘O’ EIJ:-«IEC ln'l',' H fih ‘e 75710

191
Pe 3.

I traveled to the south:on a horse and a
nattress wirich had Leen placed on the horse
gad tied with the cow hide ropes. llost of the
trip I rode with Jaci:son Barnetty, as botl of
us were small then,

I reae.ber t‘.hat we 1.ade oup cal.p across the
ed River near a high hill, ‘The people :.iade
shelter in any way and out of anythiag that could
te used,but wiost of the people made their crude
heuses out of bark which was usually of hicikory
bark, Some‘covered trair shelter with twigs aad
covered it over with cow Lides, The ciuildren never
did anything lut eat, play and sleep, aid .0 Nel |
woi d usually go hunting., They never would let us
s:all ones out of the cailp, ¢

The tark houses were arranged aléng, a Street
lil.e clearing with the houses opjosite each one and
ia the center of the street was dug a lon:g di tch,
ruaning the len .th of the strget and this was usad
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fire in the diteh, 3tout sticks would be stuck into
the sround on each side of the ditch and a long pole
fi.stened or laid between the forks of edch stick
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and the potsa could be hung from the pole dircectly
over the fire and slow cooking donee.

At one time duri..g our ékt.ay in Tex.s, there was
fighting right neé.r our caup and we had gone to a
high hill to hide while some of our men stayed in
'camp to perotect the caup ut a good aany of them were
killed,ut General Cooper in co...and of the fonfed-
erate Soldier‘s%s forced to retreat whien epforce-

4 .nts reached the place,

‘Iﬂe Jim Crow law had not yet been made so that
tne whites, Indians, negroes aid half-breeds just
wixed with 'one ano ther and thére va8 ao law agalnst
the nuubter of wives that man wished to haves 1y
fat:er had four wives, two being iundians aud two- -
negro women. °

After we had returned to Ft. Gibson upon govern-
dent 'orde'r‘s)befor‘e we returne. to our homes after the
war ended, we were given rations, but were fi..ally
peraj tted to o to our hopes.

Oxen teaiis made long and slow trips from Texarkann-

Texas, to Ft. Smith and also, they came across from

TishOmingo -oing to Fi. 3mith,



