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SABLY INCIDENTS

An in t e rv i ew of E l s i e Edwards, daughter
of Tustenuggie Jimboyt of Ke-cho~ba-da-gee
town ( tulwa)» Weleetka* Oklahoma. A;e 84 .

Billie §yrd, interviewer
Indian-pioneer History
9-17-37

upon the banks of the Grand River

near Ft. Gibson l ies an old c**ave of an old lady

whose name was 3in-e-cha» I could lead you to

that sruve today. Sin-e-cha had coue vd.th her

tribal towi of Ke-oho-ba-da-gee during tlie removal

to tlie new country, \tien* the events^vdth nevor no

more to live in the east^had taken place* ,she» too#

re^enbered that slie had lef t her home and with shat-

tered happiness she carried a snail bundle of her few

belongings and reopening and re tying her pi t i ful

bundle she ^egan a sad song ?*hich was la te r talc en up

by the others on board the ship at Uit time of the

wreck and the wrords of her eong was: "I have no

.nore land, i am driven away frora Uoiae* driven up the

rod waters, l e t us al l go t l e t us al l die together

aad aomevvhere u on the banks we will be there."



190

P. 2.

'yhen the war of tie giuti: was in progress,
i

i t has been told that thos^ of us that lived along

•yod-ko Hu-chee (Coon Creek ) vtiich i s between Uc-

Alester and crowder City, went to the south to es-

cape the war. The neighboring, people we e so ex-

cited that they were just run^in^ around getting

ready to go aoraevftere. 2en folks were fixing up

tlie wa ons while the wo:."<en folks v/ere tusy wettin^

tlie quilts retdy, gathering up pots and other cook-

ing utensils, and loading up the wagons. v&opes were

made of cow hides cut in lonj strvips and these wore

used to tie small bundles. They loaded up the l ight

articles 3uch as mattresses a^d qji l ta upon the iioraea

and securely tied wi tli tlie cow hid© sopes.

At that ti^e Jackson liarnett* who has been con-

sidered the richest Indian of recent tiuos/out i s now

dead, was my playuate. Me w<*a in the aawe iiroup tliat

I ws in nhen we went south and we stayed in the same

group all the four years that we were away in tlie South.
/

3watt Grayson was the inain leader of the u'l-oup on the

trip with tiie aid of Tustanuggie*Jimtoy (Jim Topler

r̂ io had been naued after hJu? fatlior, Jim Topi er)

was my father.

\
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I traveled to the southron 9. horse and a

r.iattress wht-cfa had boon placed on the horse

o.id tied with the cow hide ropes. Most of the

trjtp 1 rode with Jackson Barnett, as both of

us were small then,

I rei:.e-.:ber that we uade ouu cai.ip across the

3ed River near a high h i l l , 'Hie people :.iade

shelter in any way and out of anything that could ,

tee used,but aost of the people uade their crude

he-uses out of bark which was usually of hickory

bark. 3one covered th*ir shelter with tvyî a aad

covered i t over with cow hides. The children never

did any tiling but eat, play and slaep;a-id t..o ineii

wou d usually go hunting. They never would l e t us

a/.;all ones out of the caup. <
\

•ffie bark houses were arranged along a stre-et

like clearing with the houses opposite each one and

in the center of the street was du^ a lon& ditch,

running tlie len th of Uie street and this was us.̂ d

to irjild a fire in i t and cooking was done over the

fire in the ditch. Stout sticks would be stuck into

the ground on each side of the ditch ar̂ d a long pole

f t3tened or laid between the forks of each stick
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and the pots could be hung from the pole d i r e c t l y

over the f i r e and slow cooking done.

At one time during our stay in Texas* there was

fighting r i ^h t near our ca^p and we had cone to a

high h i l l to hide vtfiile some of our men stayed in

camp to pflroteot the caup u t a good .iany of them were

ki l ledibut General Cooper in co..*..iand of tlie Csnfed-

erate ^oldiers£Has forced to r e t r e a t when enforce-

:.i.nts reached the place*

1ft e J i a Crow law had not yet been made so that

the whites, Indiana» negroes a-id half-breeds j u s t

iivixed with one another and Uiere v.as ;io law against

the number of \7ives tliat nan wished to have* My

fa t i e r had four wives, two beinc iiidiaiis aixd two •• ^

ne^ro women.

After we had returnee} to Ft, Gibson upon Govern-

:aent orders before we returned to our homes atf$er the

war ended; we were given r a t i o n s , but were f ina l ly

permitted to co to our hooea*

Oxen teaus made long and slow t r i p s from Texarkann

Texas, to Ft. Smith and also* they carae across from

TishOmingo ^o ing to Ft. Smitli.


