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| Intarview with Emizish Bohanman,
Darwia, Oklakoma.
| I am a full bloed Choctaw Indiam, liviag near Lame,
in,Atoka County. ’With refersnce to tha Indiam Cry of the
Jlden days, when members of the family agreed om time and
placa, the minister was selected and notifiad to perfom
the ceremony (xd\it was oustomary amnd was required of the
neighbors to bring with them mecsssary groceriss or.other
necessities of 1life such as coffes, sugar, cora msal amd
diffarent kinds of corn prepared for ceoking, while the
‘mambers oad relatives of the deceased would furnish and
k111 hogs, bes? or both and prepare for the accasion. Men
‘and wolaR vefq salected for each differemt kimd eof work
;axd that would be their required work to parferm during
 their stay and no oxs was allewad to imterfers with each
others task or detail., I do mot kmew of ary imstamce whare
a eaf or pork was ever barbecued at any ef these places, as
the rule they had adopted was that depending en the size of

crowd in attendance, smough meat was butchered daily fer
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throe meals a day amd if i1l meat was consumed durimg the

day the mumber of beaves or hogs, would be killed the mext
follewing day Qnd 80 oa until the ssrvice is ovar, OSuf-
ficient meat was butohered daily uatil &fter- the memerial,
" befora the crowd would be diamissed to retura to their
homes. This 'quld end the “ory® umtil tgga is sat by some
othar of the family who would wamt to hold s memorial over

their deceassd lovad ones, - @

=

v e .
There are no two parties whe can explain kow the wed-

ding teok place in the old Choctaw Ind;tn &ayn, but we are
satisfi;d that tge custom they roll‘}gg ig‘baggdﬁaarly oi
the same principle, except with a ;ligit changﬁ as te their
tradition which will not mar or change the custom, and that
the performance as stagad by friomds and relatives of beth
parties was dome only so as to enjoy great timas and to
entartain the éther young gpneraticn; ;;d have goed times
togathar,

— There are a father ana a mother who havs a son. Be

is not allowsd to marry umtil ke is twenty-five or thirty

years of aga. The father sets aside @ amall tract of laad
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for him to farm. The bey plants and works all he can
fiiee, He is first taught how to work and maintain & home
and t0 learn how he can support his wife and family. He

is to be independent, as after his marriage he must look
after his owa interest as ke was mot &llowed tb liva with
kis or the girlfa parents. This is the rirst‘ntep. The
uncle ¢f the bey calls him off to one sidea and questions
him if .e Qiahns tp marry and havs a homég if the answer
wus in the affirmative the girl sought bty the boy was givea
to tha u;clo ,father and th~ mother for comsideration, and
ir_evarythiné-was satisfactory with the boy’s par~ats, the
next step was that his uncle would nake a data with ;he
girl's uncls or naxt nmarast relative baside har par@hta
and bring the subject or message from tha boy and the ac-
ceptance of the boy's parents to their matrimony. This
third party would communicate with ?ha girl's parents, thnn-
the parent would break the news to the girl umd if she
accepted the proposal then the mews was given out to the
community. after the ﬁbwg was given out, the‘friends axd

relatives of the boy would wish for all women to bring seas -
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t‘ling to eat that 18 kmowa to them and the rriends) and.
relatives of the young dride would ask for dear, beef,
pork sr tux;key or all as a part of the feast. Bvarything
in ,acceptog as askad and must be provided. The women ’bo-
gix at once and the men wmld go om a hurt aad by the time
a day was set feor the marriage and big feast, everything
would be ready aad cei'emony would b~ performed 1y some

minister, or if there was mo mimister to promoumce the

160

marriage cersmeay, the frisads and relatives of both parties

would leacture tolthem as to their behavior and would tell
them they ms_t/ETgi::her as man and wife, until separated by
death., This was ope. of the vows that was promounced to tham
and they lived ttue to their promisd im most cases. At the
feast all differex 'diahea knowa to the Choctaw ¥ribes of
Indians were pragam\d and a grand time was enjoyed by all
wio were at ‘the vadding.

n; people were subd jact to conditio‘na of povertiy more
or lsss at various times which is natural. There were

.Seasons when hard times came and knocked on their doers,

which ware at the times whem corn for foed would be comsumed

iz the neighborkoed, that whils. there may be plenty ef neat
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there would be mo bread nor anythimg te make it out of.
The scarcity of msat would ba for omly a short tima. They
did not care to kill any game unless there was plenty of
bread in store and when thers was no bread, those who had
‘milk cows would take the cdabber and boil it untilbard,
season it and it was usually =aten wi\th swest zﬁilk which
aaswered the purpese as braad until timesbecame better.
Dspandizg ox the mumber iam any one r:niily, wild artichokas
ware dug up, two or three te sach person, washed, clesaned
and trimmed, sliced and spread on top #f house in ths swn
and allowed to cure and whem cured nd dried were beater
in a mbrtu- and sifted until they mads a fina meal which
was substituted for bread and ul;en baked was saten for
bread.

In oy young days, befere my marriage the moet exjoy-
mex;; I had and ever reslized was wham I was hired out te
work for sems one, At ome oortain place I was hired te
" make a crop for & man of my own tribe and race zamed

& )
Silnon Meashintubby. Hs was a goed hard worksr and usually

kad eneugh te tide himself ever threugh the winter Wut at

- A
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one tims ke Becams & msmber of church and was 80 religlieas
" that ke ‘did ot believa im amy church member workimg for &
11{;35‘\ Eis metker and har little boy wera liviag with him
when hil\canvictio: was so stromg that ke would not werk mer
buy any groceArien for tha family., He 1ived on bread and
vater three tm:ea a day for two ysaxs that I kaow of because
I was hired to work for kin and that was all I kad to eat
during the time I was there. His mother and her little béy
would go,out ard kil} a rabi%f but sixce he would buy ne
‘groceries tkere was aothing in the house which ske cénld
‘cook the rabbit Witk so she boiled it in water ustil coeked
wkich li;_I delicieus gi;h for the hungry methar apd ¥ar box

| Evar aince there degan talk among the tribss aﬁbu£ the
ixdia: Tarritory becoming a state made of the land alletted
to the Indians and it was said that the coumtry would be
ruled by é white form of Covernmen;, some ware ia favor of
thia Beasure as well as those Ihé were in eppositior to ths
pr;pocll. The fight was between the two parties, and a
third party was organized amomgSt tha Chcctii;;knowx as

the Saaks Party umder the leadership of Jerry Whaite in Wade

7’
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County iow LeFlore County and ®iliot Cushexr ia Nashoba
County nmow Puahm:tdhé Ceunty and in other different ceunties.
Bach distriét would ;eléct délegat;s %o represent 'hem .
at meetiigi at certain places, aud when slactad :.Ligytr
hor;eman, 8 mefiber of their organization)would rotify them
and they would mset at nm; selected place and hold their
meetings there and no° one allowed to attend their meetings
uxlaél Re was & @nmber.
Their platfor® was that as to their underé%anding, tha§
,wheﬁ the Govermmeat im making a-.treaty with the Indiams ag
%hm§113 Rabbit Creek in 1830 agreed that the land sgpuld be -~
,leng to ths Indians as long a8 grass grew and water ran’amd _
that no other pewer or mation.should ever molmst them or
deprf;g thgg Qf thg righio or proper?y belonging to the In-
dians. Upon this theory t{:&e bandSof -Indians were agaiilﬁ
Indian Tb;ritory becoming & state gnd agafnst‘th; ali;tment
of lands. : |
It was at this time when this‘oféanization was orgamizad

- and held mestings at various places to unite. togather and

agreed that in casa of trouble they were to remain

-«
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moeutral and that if Statehood came or if the ailotting of
lande to the Choct;w Indians and the Chickasaws was to be
' made they wera mot goi;g to tak; any part in alletting

of }gnds und did mot allet amy land unless the Government

took side in their faver by aLlottiné them land added to

¢ o
that wh?ch they om.

In ‘surréenrdering our rights the last requirement that

‘the ehief .f* the tridbe made with the white Covarmmant was

whon‘with swords crossed he said; 'prr sqldiers'and'my
warriors are witleaa;s, that in surrenderiag my rights,

‘you htfa ttke; evar all responsibi 11ty upon your.ahquldexs :
in taking ca-e of my tribes and warriors wkom you know nothiag

_ about,’ You. may "take th;m, train and educate therm, give them

L

knewledge, but let tlem leasp how to famm ash'ell. You must

';nét deprive them"of thair custom,,?!ngue'or their favorites
’ \
tradition por let them forg-t their hunting and fishing".

These ware the worde of 0‘;\5f the chiof% in asking

\

tha GOvarnment for lia 'arriors and Ris tribasm@n that

thougk thay may live under different adminstraﬁious.ha‘.
R ! ’ ‘

- “

asced of them not to rid the Indian of his customs, tdhgup

S o n

" and his hunting ground,

EN

. , s



