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Field worker 's name p ^ ^

repor t raede on (date) Aigiift 21 - 1 9 : 5
ift 21 . - 1 9 : 5 -9 -

1. • This
| eecurea from (n«»jae)

Address Dar»i», Ok-Tkk

This person i s (male or female) V/l'itc^ Negro, Indian,

If Indian, (rive t r i b e Ch«otaw Imdl«»

I, Origin end h i s to ry of legend or s tor ; ' U ^ n d o« w a y «f

tradlt lom amd ways of Ch»ct«w Imdiana of tkw Qld^m d a y .

5. VJrite out the. legend or s tory F.S cor.plctcly as p o s s i b l e . Use blsnk
sheets and a t t ach firmly to t h i s forn. r.anter of r>hoetr>
attached 8
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H>te W. Colo,
Iatarriewer,
Augutt 24,

Iatenrtew witk Imlziak Bokaaaa,
, Oklakona.

I am a f u l l blotd Ckootaw Indiaa, l ivimg near Lame,

i i Atoka Co*mty. Witk reference to tke Imdiaa Cry of tke

olden daye, wke& memi«ra of th/» family agr«ed om tinv» aad

placo, tke mialat«r was se l ec ted aad not i f i ed to p^rfoxm

ta<* cereaoiy amd i t was customary aad was required of tke

aeigkbore to bring witk tkem aecesaary grooeries or ©tksr

of l i f e auek as c o f f e e , sugar, cor a s e a l aad

kinds of corn prepared for ctoking, wkile tke

o*mb«rs aid r-»latiT»a of Xkm deceased would furnisk and

k i l l kogs, beef or botk and prepare for tko occas ion , Mem

aad wocoea wer^ se l ec ted for eack differemt kimd «f work

aad tkat would be tke i r required work to perform during

tkeir atay and ao »ae was allowed to in ter fere * i tk eack

ether's task or d e t a i l . I do aot know of aay ias taace where

a beef or pork was ever barbecued a t any «f tkese p l a c e s , as

tke rule tmey kad adopted waa tkat depeadlag •* tke s i z e of

crowd in attendance, eaougk neat was but eke red d a i l y for
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tkree meals a day aid i f a l l meat was consumed durimg tke

day the number of beets* or hogs , would be k i l l e d tke mext

fol lowing day and so oa u n t i l tk«» serv ice i s over* Smf-

f i c i e i t meat was butckered d a i l y u n t i l a f ter - th« memorial,

before tke crowd would be diamlised to return to t h e i r

komea. This would end tke "cry^ \ u t i l tijne i s s*t by sea©

other of the family who would want to kold a memorial over

the ir deceased loved ones , - %

There are no two p a r t i e s wk« Can expla in kow the wed-

ding taok place i n thf» old Choctaw Indian days , but we am

s a t i s f i e d tkat the custom tkey fol lewed i s based%arly on

tke same p r i n c i p l e , except with a s l i g h t ckange as t« t h e i r

tradi t ion which w i l l not mar or change tke custom, and tkat

tke performance a s staged by fr i«nds and r e l a t i v e s of botk

part i e s was done only so as to enjoy great times and t o

enterta in tke other young generat ions and have good times

tog*th«r.

There ar» a fatker and a motker wko kave a son. Be

i s not allowed to marry u n t i l ke i& twenty-f ive or t k i r t y

years of age. Tke father s e t s as ide a small t r a c t of land
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for him t o farm. The bey p l a n t s and works a l l he can

r a i s e • He i s f i r s t taught how t o work and maintain a home

and to learn how he can support h i s wif> and family* He

i s to be independent, as a f t * r h i s marriage he must look

af ter h i s owm i n t e r e s t as he was mot allow*d to l i ve ' with

his or the g i r l ' s parexts. This i s the f irst step. The'

uicle 6f the boy ea^ls him off to one aid* and questions

him if .-in wishes to marry and have a home; if the answer

was in the affirmative the gir l sought by th« boy was give*

to the uiole ,father and th* mother for consideration, and

if everything-was satisfactory with the boy's parents, the

next step was that his uncle would oak* a date with the

gir l ' s uncle or next nearest .relative beside her parents

and bring the subject or message from the boy and the ac-

ceptance of th* boy's parents to their matrimony. This

third party would communicate with the g i r l ' s parents, the*

.th* parent would break the news to the gir l and i f sh«

accepted th* proposal then the mews was given out to the

consnunity. After th<» news was given out, the friends and

relatives of th«» boy would wish for al i women to bring
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tkiag to eat tkat i s know* to them and the fr iends and

re la t ives of tho young bride would ask for deer, beef,

pork sr turkey or a l l as a part of the f e a s t . Everything

ia accepted as asked and must be provided. The women be-

g i i at once and tke men would go oa a kuat aad by the time

ft day was set for the marriage and big f e a s t , everytkiag

would be ready aad ceremony would b* perforated by some

mi i i s t er , or i f there wa& ao m i i i s t e r to pronouace the

marriage cereasiy , the frieads and r e l a t i v e s of both part ies

would lecture to them as to their behavior and would t e l l
l i v e

them they must/together as man and wife, u i t i l separated by

death. This was one, of the vows tkat was proiounced to tke*

and they l ived tVue to tkelr promisfc ia most case s . At tke

feast a l l d i f f e r e d dishes knowi to the Choctaw t r ibes of

Indians wer* prepared and a grand time was enjoyed by a l l

who were at the weddiig,

Tke people were subject to conditions of poverty store

or l e s s at various times which i s natural. There were

. seasons when hard t ines cam* aad knocked on the ir doors,

which were s t th« t i a e s wkea corn for food would be coisuoed

i t tke neighborkood, tkat wkile. tke re may be plenty of meat
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there would be no bread nor anything 'ts- make i t out of.

The scarcity of s e a t would be for only a short time* They

did not oare to k i l l any game unless there was plenty of

bread in store and when there was no bread, those who had

milk cowa would take tho clabber and boi l i t uutP-hard,

season i t and i t was usually eaten wi^h sveet milk which

answered the purpsae as bread u n t i l tim^sbecame better*

fispending on the xrntber in any one family, wild artichokes

were dug up, two or three td each person, washed, cleaned

and trinsfed, s l i c e d and spread on top #f house in the smn.

and allowed to euro and wh«n cured and dried were beaten

in a mortar and s i f t e d u n t i l they mads a fine meal which

was substituted Cor bread and when baked was eaten for

bread.

In ay young daya, before my marriage, the meet enjoy-

ment I had and ever rea l i sed was when I was hired out to

work for same one* At one certain place I was hired t t

make a crop for a man of my own tribe and race named

l l l a o n Ifeaahintubby. He was a gotd hard worker and usual ly

had eneugh t» t ide himself • •or thraugh the winter tut at
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•ne tine ke teoaae & nember of churck and was so relig*«aa

ke did mot believe la say ckurck member working for 4

His astker and ker l i t t l e boy war* 11 flag witk kin

when kift convlctioi was to ttroag tkat k© would aot w«rk m»r

buy any groceriei for tk© family* He 11ted on bread and

vater tkree tloea a day for tvo ynacs tkat I kaow of because

I wafi klred to work for kin. and tkat was a l l I kad to eat

durlag tke time I was tkere* Bis aotker and ker l i t t l e bay

would go sut and k i l l a rablit but s l ice he would buy ns

groceries tkere was aotkiag In tke kouae wkick ske could

cook tkp rabbit witk so she boiled i t in water uatll cosked

wkick wit a deliolsus disk for tb» hungry attk^r and ker boy

Srsr since tkere began talk among the tribes about tke

Iadiaa Territory becomlag a state made of tk* land allotted

to tke Indians and i t wae said tkat tk# country would be

ruled by a white form of government, some were la favor of

this oeasure as well as tkose wko were in •ppositioa to tke

proposal. Tke figkt was between Xb& two parties, and a

tklrd' party was •rgsnized amoagst tka Choctaws kaowa as

tke Saake Party uader tke leadership of Jerry Ikite la Wade
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Couaty aow Lellore County and TSlliot Cuaher in Nashoba

Gouaty aow Pushmataha Ctunty and la other different counties.

* . • • r
Sack distr ict would select delegates to represent them '

at meetlags at certaia places, and when elected :,» Light-

&or#emari, a maflber of tkeir organization}would notify tkem

and they would meet at •en* selected place and hold tkeir

meetings there and no* one allowed to attend their meetings

ualess k* was a member.

Their platfor^ was that as to their understandiag, tkat

/when the Govermeat la making a treaty wltk the Indiams at

Daaoiag Babbit Creek la 1830 agreed tkat th<> land should be-

l»ng to th^ Indians as long as grass grew and water ran'aad

tkat ao otker p«wer or aation should ever molest them or

deprire tkem of tke rigkts or property belonging to tho Ia-

dians. Upon tkis tkeory tk^se bandsof Indians were a&aiist

Iadian Territory becoming a state and against the allotment

•f lands.

I t was at tkis time wken this organization was orgaaiaed

and keld meetings at various places to unite-togetker and

agreed tkat ia case *f trouble they we're to remaia
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Moutral and tkat i f Statekood came or If tk« al lott ing of

lands to the Chtcttw Indians and the Chickasaws was to be

made they were, not going to take any part in allotting

of ^Ands and did not a l lr t any land unless the Government *

took s-ide in tkeir favor by allotting them land added to

that vhlck they owm* ' •.'

In fturreideriag our rights the last requirement tkat

tkfi ehief f̂- tke tribe made with th«» white Qover«ieit was

when witk swords crossed ke aaid; "Your soldiers and'my
if

warriors are witnesses, tkat in"surrendering my rights,

you hate take* ever a l l responsibi l i ty upon your shoulder^

in taking ct.e ©f my tribes and warriors whom you know totkiag

about* You may take them, train and educate them, give tkett

knowledge,, but l e t tkem learn how. to farm as we41. You must

deprive them-of their custom,- Wague or taeir favorite

tradit ion nor l e t them forget tk»lr kunting' and f i s h i i g " i

Tke Be ware tke words ©f ome of the ckle.fs in asking -

tke" government for mis warriors and kis tritesm-^n'tkat

tkoggk they may l i v e under di f ferent admiistraUoirs. he " -

aaiifd of tkem not to rid the Indian of k i s customs, tongue

and kis kunti»g groufcd. ''' * . • '


