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Field fotkerts name _ gomay Gower
3
This rcport made on (date) _August 13, 193 %

1, Name James 1ae Hale,

2. Port Oftice Address Potenu, Oklahoma,

3, Residcnce address (or location)

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month __ jMav Day & Year 1872
Se Plare of birth Hear Hasketd, Arkeunsase
6. Name of Father J. X. Hale Place of birth Virginla:

Other information mbout father Ruried nesr Hackett,

7. Neme of Lother _ Qmelia Hale (nee) Gilbext, Place of birth Geoygia

Other information about mother Buried near Hackett

Hoteo or compleke narrative by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the _erson interviewed.s Refer to Manual for susrested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessury and attach firmly to
this forms Number of shects attached 4 .
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Gemer Gower
Investigastor
mguﬂt u’ 1937.
/

Interview with James Loe lale
Poteau, Cklahoma
Born Muy 2, 1872
Father~J. K. Hale
Hother-Omalia Hale

Jemes lee Hale was bora on May 2, 1872, three milea
east of Hacketi, in Sebastian County, Arkensas; his percnts
being J. K. and Cmelia Hale.

He attended the public schéol At Hackett and later grad-
uated in law in the Cumberland University at Lebanon, Ténnesaae.
He began ths practice of law at iMcAlester, Indian Territory,
with a brother, Jasper a. Hala, in 1894 and continued this
partnership until the; United States Pederal Court was estab=
lished at Cameron, in 1&595. He thea moved to Camercn and
practiced his profession bafore that courts In Septembor,
mo. the court was moved tc Foteau, where it sontimued to
function until its diseolution over all criminal, civil and
octhor matters arieting within {ts district in the Indian Torri=-
tory, in addition to its prerogatives as s Federal J.urt.

Prior to the establishment of the Federal Court at Cameron
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in 1895, no provision had been mede tfor the punishment of
mi sdiemsanors occurtirng within tho $Sosritorial limits; hence
fights, gaubling, petbty larceny and allwrong-doing less than
felonious, were rumpant and the Territory provided a safo
havag’ror those who were wont lo iadulge ln these minor
offences,

0ld Kully Chabka, once a fiourishiasg inland t.wn but now
a ghost town, was a particularly fevorite rendezvousfor patrons
of the ganing table where they could play their several hunches
without fear of oleatation Ly an ofiicicus petiy crficsr,
Offenders from across the nsar-by state line would find it
convenient to terry hers pending the passing.into oblivion of
an offence committed there.s Then, to0, in arkansas, in common
with other states, they had their Grand Jury dodgers and what:
cquld better afford a haven of security from a summons than a
short trip over to "Rully” until after the adjournmesnt of the
Grend Enry.‘ lieanwhile thoy could continue their chase aftgr
Dams Fortunse while awaiting.

In one 1ns£ance, 8 good citizen of Sebastian Countf‘uho

had repeatedly dodged the Grand Jury by slipping over into
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“the Territory for the period of the Jury messions, remained
at home and was forthwith sw..cned to testify, to the great
surpriae of the members of thut a.gust bedye Upon being
questioned he gnswered that he had seen gambling geing on und
vast sums of morey bel on the cards, <The hopes of the members
of the Grand Jury for inicrmation which would possidbly enable
them to'tind a blll of indictment egainst so:e one, were screwed
up to the Lighest pitch; Lowever, upon Leing usked the gquestion
whers he hed seen a.l this, he very innocently replied, "At
Kully Chabaes" Tha conaternation and chugrin of the honorable
Grand Jury on that occasion muy te Limgined, as its jurisdiction,
of course, did n't extend beyord the stelo line.

Upon the consé¢ruction of the Frisco ileilway in 1886 and
the estutligament of Camsxon as a station, the once lively and
sportive Kully Chaha, being « bout iwe .nd one-half milos
distant':roxu Cameron, sucdcumbwc to the inevitebls and csased
to exist; its inuabitants "folding their tents like the araba®
and silently stealing away,"

All through his active career, .ir. Hale has been a staunch

supporter und adherent of the Democratic party. He is aow
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Commissioner of the United st.ates Court at Jotaauj an office
to which he was appointed upon the death of the Honorable Pe
Te Bolécr in July of lanst yesre



