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HALX, JiOOS U K . INTEHVIS3.

Field ^/orkpr's name nowwy r,o»flr

This report made on (date) Auguat 13, 195 ?

1- Name JflffiflU l ift Hnl9.

::. Port Office Address Potesu, Oklohoma.

3. Residence address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month jfay Day g Year 1878

of bir th M r Kac&sft,

6. Name of Father J, x. Hals Place of birth Virginia

Other information about father Ba?l6& neer

7. Name of Mother Croolla Hala (nog) QtXbert» Place of b i r th Georgia

Other information about mother Buried near Haokott

IvTotoc or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i fe and
story of the ,erton interviewed. Rof^r to Manual for su,̂ ;_:csted subjects
and q.uoRtions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached 4 .
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Gomer Qower ••
Investigator
August 13, 1937.

Interview with James Loo Hale
Poteau, Oklahoma
Bora Muy 2, 1872

Father-J\ K. Hale
Hale

James Lee Hale was bor/i on May 2, 1872, three mi Ion

east of Hackatt, in Sebastian County, Arkansas; his parents

being J . K. and Coelia Hale* . '

He attended the public school<at Hackett and later grad-

uated in law in the Cumberland UniTQrsity at Lebanon, Tennessee*

He began the practice of law at McAlester, Indian Territory#

with a brother, Jasper *• Hale, in 1894 and continued this

partnership until the United States Federal Court was estab-

lished at Cameron, in 1895* He then moTed to Camsroa and

practiced his profession before that court. In September,

19008 the court was moved to Foteau, where i t continued to

function unti l i t s diseolution over a l l criminal) civtl and

other matters arising within i t s d is t r ic t in the Indian Terri-

tory, In addition to i t s prerogatives as a Federal Cur t .

Prior to the establishment of the Federal Court at Cameron
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in 1395, no provision had been mad© ror the punishment of

misdemeanors oocurtiEg within tho iovritorial l imits; hence

fights, gambling, petty larceny and a l l wrong-doing less than

felonious, were rampant and the Territory provided a aafo

haven for those who were vront to indulge in these minor

offences*

Old Kully Chaha, once a flourishing inland Wan but now

a ghost town, was a particularly favorite rendezvous for patrons

of the gaming table where they could play their several hunches

without fear of uoleatation by an officious petty orfio^r*

Offenders from across the naar»by state line would find i t

convenient to tarry here pending the passing into oblivion of

an offence eomittod there* Then, too, in Arkansas, in caramon

with other s tates, they had their Grand Jury dodgers and what̂

could better afford a haven of security from a sunaaons than a

short t r ip over to "Silly" unti l after the adjournment of the

Grand JTory» Meanwhile they could continue their chas^ after

Dame Fortune while awaiting*

In one Instance, a good citizen of Sebastian County who

had repeatedly dodged the Grand Jury by slipping over into
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the Territory for the period of the Jury sessions, remained

at home and was forthwith stL .̂oned to testify, to the great

surprise of the members of thut august body* Upon balng

questioned he answered that he had seen gambling going on >nnd

vast sums of money bet on th'~, oards, 'ihe hopes of the memberB

of the Grand Jury for iniormation which would possibly enable

them to find a b i l l of indictment against sor.e one, ^ere screwed

up to the highest pitch; however, upo:* being uaked the question

iher© he had seen a-1 this , he very innocently^replied, "At

Kuliy Ghoha.*1 Tha consternation and chagrin of the honorable

Grand Jury on that occasion cay be iissgined, as i t s jurisdiction,

of courts, did n̂  t catena beyond the 3tfalo line*

Upon the conscruet ion of the Frisco Iteilway in 1886 and

the estubiisnnent of Cameron as a station, the once lively and

sportive Kully Chaha, oein^ i bout t»o ind one-half miloo

distant Troiu Cameron, succumbed to the inevitn&le and eaased

to exist; i t s inhabitants "folding tlwii* tents like the Arab**

and silently stealing a*&y>»"

AH through his active career, !&-• Hale has been a staunch

supporter and adherent of ttye Democratic party. He is nov?
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Coanlaalonar of the Unitoft Gtetao Court at Potaauj an off let

to which h» was appointed upon tho death of tho Honorable p»

T» Bolgor in July of lost year*


