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Johnaon H. Hampton, o
Field Worker, /
July 29, 1937. ¢ ‘ /

Interview with Grant Fowlks (Negro) /
e Antlers, Oklahoms, ‘ i

4 ¢ {
|
!

I was borﬁ in Hempstead county, Arkansas, /on the

|
!(
7th day of $e§tember, 1867. T wes about twont[-‘bhree

years old nh#n my téther and mother moved to t e Choo~-
) /

" taw Nation, : {
, I movéa over here with my father and motger, and
we came oyer in a covered wagon with an ox tghn pulling
the wago#/ . We came to Antlers which was a aqall rail-
road toqn on the Frisco Railroad, where we 1$ased some
land f#ém an Indien about one and one-half mfles east of
Antlogé}'moved 9n ;;, put\up a box houss, dug a well on
the lén&,’ﬁhen started to clearing up the land that we

* had leased, ‘We put about twenty~-five acres in cultivation,

Tand.we raised lota of corn on this land as i} was bottom-

~

land, ﬁ;\gaiagﬂ goms cotton but we did not kry to raise

!

mich for there was no market for cotton in Antlers, and

we to.take our gotton to Paria, Texas to|sell,

\ . We did'all of our traa*ng at Agtlers. It was &

\

) I
all place then with aﬁout two- storns ang\f\Poqt office

4 get what we wanxed in those stof\B; 80 we

& ‘. \

did not. trad anywhere elae. One‘of thege atores was




wards, he sold out and quit manag;ng t’e store gndjthe

a

other 'store was operated by/white man/by the name of
: 1

Juligé Almond. There wers about one hundred people in
' . ! o . Lo . \«&%

) L. ‘ ] . .
the #oun at that time. At the time we moved here the

i

eountry was open; there were no houses to speak of from .

where we lived to town.J There were no houses at all; it
’ I
, waa all in the woods, no farms coul? be. seen, and most

. of the Indians lived away from the &own across the river

several’milés away. None of them }ived in tbwn, but on
! v R i . . v
Saturdays they would all come to town, and it would be

: | ,
tu}l of Indians. There were but ﬂew white people in

town, and mne in the country at t#at tims,
|

|
!

We had no furniture to apeak of when we arrived here,
only what we could bring in our w gon, mainly just a camp-
i?g outfit. After the first year we made enough t6 buy
o&r rurniﬁure and get our cattle” hogs and other things
w# needed on the farm, We sold dorn for from one dollar
p?r bushel to two dollars per bughel. We did not get much
fir our cotton for we had to haull it so far to;sell. We

|
|
|

|
313 not feed our stock any corn or any roughnqss for there

N ‘ . ‘ |

|

_wes plenty of grass on the hills gnd plenty 07 caﬁe in the
cresk. hottoms that they could (cod on and keep faﬂ Every

winter we would kill our meat. 'w% h&d plenty}of mQat to

*.

1‘.
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{ st all the tima and it did not cost us anything for the

\

hogs ran out on the renge where they got fat ready to be

killed for the winter, i

VLo .
a We moved to this country for we had besn told that

t was a good country, and that it offered an opportunity
| : . .
for people who wanted to come, and live among the Indians.

I have lived here gince I came and have made money, and

~ have made a good living for my femily, but now the country

lota of daalings uith them

is fil;ed up with peoplevand it is not likeyit once was,
1 heve lived here long enough to see the town grow from
nothing to what it is now; and the wilderness turn to farms
and Ao schools to fine schools, The negroea did not have
aohoJ for several years after I oame here, but now they

have a good school, and from few white people to}E::onuntry
is full of Phqn. ihen T moved here tae oountry wasffqil

of wild gemes, deer, turkeys and plenty of fish on the creek;,
where I lived. Vhen I wanted a deer to eat I wou#d tgke my
gun and go out a rew stapa from the houae and kill a deer,

or a tyrkey at any time. We could go down to the 4iver and

catch- g1l the fish we wanted in a little while, in fadt

this country was God'a counerv then, -
Fa| never had any troublz with the in ans here.‘ W8 had

IR rading or clling them any thing
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they wanted. If they had money it was all right, if they

didn't it was all right for they would pay when.they got

—

© | the money. They weia honest, and you could depend on
their word for anything. In fact I never ltvéd among

. be?tenlpoople'than the ihdians. ot course, they would

have trouble among themselves and maybe kill one another

but they did not bother any one elso.gm%f y@ﬁf&éulﬁ let .

them alone and attehd to your own business ybd would never

L4

’have'trouble with them.

‘ My fathér and mother both died here and are buried in
the Antlers Cameter&. I own some town lots heyg in town ;
and some farminé land which I have made siﬁce I came her;.

g

I am sure that I will live here until I die.



