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Intarview with Jones Louis Puckett, .
North Third Street, Vinita
. By James R. Carselowsy,
Field worimyr,
July 21,1937

-—

Abouﬁ ‘the middle of April, 1883, I came 1;0
y;nita; in what was then Indian Territory, where
I met Dave Allen, my former cattle boss,” for wham - .
I had previously worked, oan thes Bar-U ranch, near
Fhite Oak,. _He waes glad to see ms and said I had
coms juat in time. He was going to afoart in a few
days to mest a big herd of cattle in the Seminole
Ration, which he was hawing driven through from
Texas.

Yo made ready and wers off in & few days. The
first nizgrh we s topped near Claremore, on the Ver.
digris m;br. One of the hoys had lived in that
neighbomood before, and he told me of a widow
down on the river, who had two grown daughters,
and we slipped off after supper and went down there,

At that time the Croek Indians were having a

1{3¥le civil war. Isparheehar and Samuel Oheoote"
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were at war, over the chieftainey. Isp&rhechar :

ned most of the Indians on his side, while

Checote had most of the negroes and mixed blood
Indians on his side and the two factions were hévixig
some pretty %ot times. About all the talk you
could hear down that way wss about this Creek war,

A sizteenth pert negro, by the neme of Dick
Glass was a terror in that community. ' He; had Just
made a raid through that country, and had ca;ne very
near-"stiériﬂé ﬁp var batween the Ch‘erokee gnd Creel;:
Indians, It was reported that he had been seen
" in thet neighborhood, with a bunch of Creek negroes.
We believed it o0, and the girls looked as if they
also believed it. }

After we had talked, until we grew ﬁireé, and —
the old lady had told us it wes bed time, my partner
and I lay down to sleep on the porsh. . It was &
hewed log house, with a poron facing cast, and the

moon waz just risi:ig. #s piled up some bdoxes and
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& bench or two, on the edge of thé vorch, before
we lay down.

The foiks had a pet dser, that had a ggbitiof
goiﬁg into the woods, and stayirz for a &e;k at a
tine, and when he came in he generally had.-a fight
with the dogs. They had about & half dozen dozs.
whiéh stayed arcund in the yard.

Stddenly w§ were awakened f£ram sleep by a hoise
of AOga barking, and th;ra %he doga.wera, eoming |
stralght Tor the poreh, knmocking down our boxés
and beneches, as something jumped over them, and ran
into the house, with every dog aoing its best in
howiing gnd barking, %e ;ﬁmpea up,’ and my first

. thought was, that the i?oie place was full of Greeks.

Around the house we went, pell mell. The smoke

% house door was stending open, and my partner darted

into it, but I was running so fast, thet I did not ;/,//”/

Vs
ges ths-door in time %o siop, &nd I landed around

behind the smokehouss. I thought I could hear y

RN
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horses running and was afraid _to go any gurther.
but I soon diseovered that the sound I had he%rﬁ
was my heart beating, and not horses' hoofe.

I was just.in. the act of throwing up my ﬁands
and howling for éarcy.'ahen the gooﬁ wan;n came and
callad us, md said 1t wag nothing but Billie, the
peﬁ‘dger,“that hed come in. We returmed to our bed,
but we didn:t go to sleep. o | |
%e got back to where Allen and his ‘men were,

about day-~light, and sterted on our way. %8 were

soon in the Sreek Nution . and crossed the’Arkaneae

“River ét %Wealaka Migsion, and from there we hsaded

towards Wewoka. We never saw any sign of a war
party, until we had gone scvent§afivs miles., ‘Then

across a little. river we began to meet buncheé of

. arméd men. EBverybody wo met warned us to be on

the lookout. Our party wes searshed, and Allen's

.
- . -
.
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men &ll waqted to stop and éo back, but he always

S

told us sémafstories of how he had ouﬁnmaneuyered

large vartiesg-of wild Indiéhs, and 80 he Tre-
assursed us, and we went oHa. Sometimes hs would

teli us such a fearful tzle, that the hair wvould

.

stand up on our heads.
One day'ws cam® 0 a little ccunxry'store and

were told that a hard battle had been fought, just

7

ansed of us, but allen was in a hurry to get on

and meet his catfle, and we kept going. %e hagd

gond but a short distanca, when mwe mst a party of

_Indians, They rode up close, and one of the ren

<

rode forward, and Allen went to meet him,

«

"tho are you?" =zasked the Indlan/ig/é/friendly

g

nanner, L
- ///
"Cowboys,” was the anspef,

"Yhere are you £rém," asked tke Indian? -
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.~ “what are you doing here?"
\"ﬂé are going to Fewoka to mset a.bunch of
oattle.” ’
Then the Indisn motiched to $he rest of his men
and they all came up. .
They told us that they were Isparhechar's mon;

>

and that Checote's men wera on shead of us. They
sent one man with us pntil w2 passed the iiné. e
saw lots of Indians, but we never did get to see
the main body of the army., After we had passged
the plece where our.guide thought it would be safe

; for us %0 go on, he turned bac%; ‘Before he left
us ws asked him how fer it was %0 a place whefe we
sould stay all night, and he told us there was ; t
cattle rgﬁch, not far ahqu, but never a cow raach

-

did we see,

<

- Finally, we came to a cresk, and as we were

efraid to travel in the dark, we turned off the road
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and went down the creek a lizﬁle way and decidod(

-

to make the best of it, and o camp for the night,
e sat‘quietly for amﬁgle, nolding our hgrsaé,

while thnsy grazed, then wgfdacided to make a littl;\-

fire down in the creekx boftom, and try and get us

gomething to eat. %e tied same of our horses out,

and hobbled the rest, and unpacked cur camping

outfit. Dave had a littie bunch of wocd ia is

hand, and I hgd Just sjarted 2 fire, vhen I saw

Dave drop the wood and run bshind a big tree. I
gob behind one too, Ad the rest of the boys were
out with.the horses. | Just then a small body of
men dashed up on horaeback. Je were gll nidden,
and they could ses ng one, sud I had scattered the
fire before I ran.

"Then one of th

-

ren said_in'a loud - voice,

’

*Phrow up your handgl®

“Don't shoot then'™ said Davee ) .
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"who are you end where are you join:; 7 ".ske'
the me, riding up to the bank and irying to see.Dave.'

"%a eré cowboys, going to ¥evoka." was the NBWer .

"¥ell, this 1is no pln%e for %ou toniqht.( Comej ‘
rnd 70 with me," cormanded tr¢ unknovn man.

"Yhoa are vou’n cksd Dave ss~grly. "Liesutennnt
elntoch ™ was thé nswer, "Is that y-u, Chzrlegi;/'
azked Tnv  eagerly. “VYes, this is Charley xg;ntosh..

hat is your pame?” .".ave 1llen, " he svid, :s he
stevp d from be:ind the tree. "/;9x1, come =nd 26 .
witnh me, © 82id the '1eutcnan%:‘

«llen ¢ lled us =1l in and e 2ll k& a big lz:~h,

sllen and :leIntosh were old time friends. .e found

that we had cmmped within < ~u rtar of « nils o7

R —

Checote’'s line, 2ad had n .t k1 n i .
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- ﬁioutenant MeIntosh took us ;o‘ehecote'a
Ihcadquarters, and after explaini..g who we were,
,"the ohiogagskad fn a rough voice, "Weéll, what do

you want here?" "’i‘ﬁe first thing we want is our(
suppers,” answered Dave. *%ell," said Checote,
“you must stay aroﬁgd mficamp, and do not go away
from the tent tomight, Have as littlé to say to
thesg peopls as you ¢an, aad I vill see you again
in the morning."”

Chief Checote énd his officers slept in a tent,
and we slept in a cook tent, There was little ‘sbten i
t%én paid to us, until the next*morn%ng, when I
saw more negroses- than I had ever seen béfore, or hzve
sincs. Some had shot guns, some had muskets, '
' and same had.Winchaaéera.

They sent men to guard us, until we had pasasd
their lines., The guards $o0ld us many things aboutd

the battle, that had been fought a few days before
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our visit., ‘Thay said one bunch of their men
- had Isparhechar cut off from his army, and had

shot his horse cut from under him. They had shot -
at him‘;over a hundred times, w ithout hitting him.
A ﬁbw of his men saw his pariious:condition and LA
dashed back and ﬁiekad him upe They said Isparho
char had a needle gun, an every time it smoéaéﬁ
& man fell,

. We roda aeross'the battle'ground, and saw mhny
dead horses, but the men had ;fx;l b;en buried. e |
went oo our way, without fﬁrthef tfouble, and met
the éattle about kan miles south of Wewoka.

¥e turned back, and drove the cattle over
about’ the same route we had just xfaveled. . The
'eoldi.éra, however, had got in with the Creeks and i

stopped the war. The government had counted the

votes, and Checote was declared chief.

Isparhechar was elected chief several years e

afterwmard. Ve went along without further troyple
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except that aometimes-tho cattle %ould atampgae
at night and then we would fzve a little sxcite-
ment. We turned our course a little to the north,
and caﬁa to the Arkansas River, near Tuléa. The

river was swimming deep, and there was much quick- L

sand, We camped all night on the west side, and A
early tpé next morning we started the cattle across.

~

We had fifteen hundred head ot'caétle and we

started swimming them atcross the Arkan;;s River just
as the sun was shining bright in their faces, glistaning
on'the water till it blinded their e&es. I leesrned

fterward that it was a very f>-lish thing to do.
?ﬁ;‘cét£le bezan beiloving and began t¢é float down

the stream. We swam into the water on our horses . _

and tried to turn the cattle up stream but they

fioated all around us and on down stream. We swam .
arouna with the cattle and tried to érag them out), \

one at & time, but when we would get one out,'and ’ ~
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" turn it loooe. 1t would plunga back 1n‘to the

river, Tho oattlo were elimbing on top or one

\
anothor and bello:ing. until our ears were almost -

split with the noisa. A

o

It looked as if they wauld 8ll d rown. ‘Oux"
horses were worn out, and 1% looked like 'fooli‘ghnesa
to try to do amything mcrew\i the cattle. | J,ust‘
below the place where we had tried to Gross,ths river,
it magp‘a short ben&\,‘ and just bé’lqg\.this beny was <
a sand ber., The cattle irasﬁ‘sd upon this bar, hich
was not far»from the_ bank, and e finally oot -th
. started’ m the right direction. and aoon had them

" on the right side of the river., bar was all

12
i

that saved them, had it not. been there the whole

" herdl would havé baen lost. A3
T \ A\
TOWNS SPRING UP.

This was in .Thne. 1883. . When w§ lert Tulsa

¥o ozme, east along the 'Friaco Railroad\ which had

A g o e e
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befors. The toms of Tulsa, Claremors and Chelsea |

=

~ware Jjuat springing up. We reaohgd the end of -

our journey about the lest of June, 1883,

o~

MORE CATTLE.
That same fall old.man fills. b@@t another
herd of eight hundred of cattle up from Texsas gnd
placed them with the Kimberly Cattle Company, with
which he was :onnectedg - Graya&n wills, ’;on of the
old gentleman just mentioned came to White Oak that
same year, 'and took chargaﬁ of his father's catflq;
‘and. as soon as he learned the business the ol@ man
withdrew from the company aﬁd went t6 Sapulpa #nd °
| _went igfo !?uaineu. ) S
Grayson Wills scon got started in the cattls
businsss for himself and grew rich, and lived at

#hite Oak until his death.

-~
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