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Hazel B. Greene,
Field Worker,
June 26, 1937,

An Interview With Robert Alisom,
Bugo, Oklahana,

Robert Alisom wes born May &, 1860, at Manchester,
Coffee County, Temnessee, and came to Texas in 1881, them
to the Indian Territory in perhaps 1882,

I knew one thing. It seemed like a happy country
those days. There were very few white people here then,
but same of these mixed and full blood Chootaw Indians
were as fine people =t ths Lord ever let live.

I first cams by Paris, Texas, for a few days, but
stopped at Hoansy Grove with some mighty good people of the
name of White. I was just the hired mmm. They brought
ms over here on a mmting =2nd fishing trip. 1 went back $o
Baey Greve with them, but I liked it so well over here
that I returned. I walked. I went togthe home of Osp tain
Joe Everidge. He was a United States NMarshal, and was away
from home a great deal, and wanted me to stey there with
his rife for protectiom and to do the chores whils he would

be awny., Hs was the ome who wculd get the bad nen who came
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in here for refuge from the states and harbor - bad mem
from away baof in the Eastem states.

I made myself gensrally useful to the Oalkes and the
Everidges. I did their chores, 1 built their houses, 1
planted their crops, 1 freighted fcr them from anywhers,
any time, and any thing they wanted. The most of the
freighting was from Paris, Texes. In return they all
made me welcome in thelr homes whan@n;' I waated to go
there. I reeall that A. J. Walker was boarding at Lem W.
Qakes® home and teuching achool at Spring's Chapsl. I
was about twenty-two years old and still esger to leamrn,

I wanted to go to schoocl, Mre. Ozkes tald me that I emld“
stey there and attend school and my board would cost me
nothing if I would milk and do the chores. I was mmly %oo
happy to 4o that.

I had had 80 little education, I was eager to learn.
Then I was growing up, it was just after the Civil lar,
when schools were scarce, besides we had to work, amd re-

construct what had been tora down. Then 1 got an itehing

foot and came out to Texas.
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In this Choctaw Nation we had en awful tiue geatting
our girls to school at Skulleyville at New Hope Seainary
for young ladies. DBy "our giris” I meun daughters of the
REveridzes and Odces, and any of the young ladies of the
country. Among them was Misgs Fannie Oakes, daughter of
the late Charles Uakes, oldast >f the Oaxes boys. She
bacame Hrg. Al Nelson of Grant,

It was 5 long trip to Skulleyville up near Fort
Smithe We would lcad up the girls and their trunks in
wagons, "nd maybe take two or three wagons at a +time,
and start out. We would take cur axes and camping outfit,
%o had to cut our road a lot of ths way, tbe road was just
an old line cattle tr2il from Texas to Fort Smith, but it
was 80 ssldom traveled that we had to make our roads
ag we would so. Maybe trees wo 1d have fallen across the
trafl previously cut. No bridgzes sither; we would have to
hunt crossings omn atreams and get across the best way we
could., Some times we would miscalculate the depth and be
in swimaing water the first thing we would kmowe And we
camped just wherever night overtook us. We would usually

try to find a stream or s.ring. And believe me! those girls
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never cams home for Christmas holidays either. They
stayed once they were there. It wculd take us usually
six dayr to go up to Fort Smitk, but we could return
a icker becaurs we would have our way cut and mapped
out and osur leads would be lighter. 'The boys 2ll weat
to Spencer Acadeny and to the States to colleges.

The lady who became my wife was Miss Elizabeth Rood,
and was sefit here by the Presbyterian Board of Hissicmaries
to the Choctaw Natioca as a teacher at Goodland Missiom
school, There war anly one family of white psople sending
their children to school at Goodlend when she first eame
there. Altogether, she taught school there twenty years.
She was from Missouri. I was about thirty-five and che
about thirty-seven when we married, dut we courted three
or four years first.

I wags Paraca J. P. Gibdons' hired man. I helped him
to dbuild this houss. Aa Irislman named Jack Steadingtom
and I quarried the sandstone rocks and hewed them into
squares and I carried them up & ladder on my shoulder and
we built that chimmey there. %e also dug this well mmd

worked that large round rock on top into a cirele to top
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that well with., We hauled it on & coupling pole Tun
through 1¢. Being afraid of breaking 1tifitwas lain flat

in the wagon. That was in 1896, the dzte 1s on the well.
Thot was when we did the work, I don't remember the date
vhen ve mnrried, but’'it was there fm that south room.

This was Parson 3ibLbou's home, and bs read the marriage
lines. We had all of those dates set down in a bl five
dollar Bible, but it burned when the homse 4id, a2nd I can't
rensmber things like I could befure my head begmr mrting
all of the time. It feelz 50 queer, Ny wife was alresady
gone and I was 1ivimg with our adopted sm 'l;a boars my
nams. W called him Frank Alisom. It was his house whieh
burned. He lost sverything he had and then he had no place
for ms, they dad only one dad. That was almost four years
ago, that 1 eams here, Little 412 I ever think whem I was '
belping poor dear 0ld Parson Gibddoms to improve Shis plaee
that some day it would be the Comty Farm and that I would

' e

be an izmate here., But I guess it must be the Lord‘*s wiil

)

s
anyway I am here. I have prayed to mot live to be 30
0l4, useless and dependent. But I am. I have aprifed for

the 0ld age pemsion, but the lady said I eounld mot et L8
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a8 long as 1 stayed here and 1 can gzet no place slse to
stay till 1 have soms money. So there, it scems to be
an eternal "romd”. Judge Hunter says they are plamming
to abolish the County Home. Then I gusas we will get &
pension.

There are six of us here. Some mighty fine men have
died here. Ome o0ld fellow who was onee warth $40,000,00
left here a couple of days before he died. Ee had bemm
here two weeks. Dad Wilkerson of Bugo. Another was a
former Comty Judge. I’ve forgottem his nams. Another
was as fine & preacher as I ever bheard talk.

This was a very fiae house in its day. Frame,
woatherboarded and painted. Farson Gibboms bought the land
of Solomon Netema of Cold Springs, just like I dought my
place of him, too. Hotema gave us uit elain deeds, them
he zot into the "paa™ at Atlansa, Georgis, end died there,
or he would have givem us good deeds and titles to the
places, After Solomom Hotema was gone his wife and the
grafters ordered us to move out. %e each bad gcod houses
os our places, but we sould &o nothing else. Then the
Presbyteriea Board of Miasiomaries built a smll house
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for Parson Gidbbone over close tc the aschool. His wife
lives there yeot.

I then bought a place from Mr. Wilbamks, a nice
house, painted and papered, and the place well improved.
Then my wife 7ot sick and we had to hawe doectors, nurses
mmd exrensive medicines for har. A4ll in wvaineghe dled in
1912, I had %o sell the place to clean up the debis,
Everything went. Then I went to 1ive with our boy. You
know the balance =2 that part of the story. BHere I am,

My wife visited her old bhome in Missourl or relatives
in Dallas, Texas, every year, I wonid a]w;ya stay at home
and take oare of the stosk and the homs. Shs would stay
as long as she 1lixed, then write me to meet her at the
train at Crant. I had a fine temm and two seated phaetom,
tho kind with the fringed top. Whem she ¢ot sick the last
tims hur folks wanted her o go to Missouri or Dallas.
She to0ld thex she felt che hai lived longer for having
marrisd ms and becsuse she hed been happy with 'her Roberts?
shs would not leave me at this late date. I cooked for
her every delicacy that I thought she would like, and took

care of her the best I could and whea she passed on, we
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laid her to rest in Goodland ‘caldemy cemetery, the place
whare she had taught and loved for twenty years.
A1l the years we wers ~nrried ashe continuesd to

tezch, I farmed and vYept the hos. Saretimes we zept

a eock, but usually v’é.,p;zeferred to a5 our cvm collinge
¥y 2 tive have 1 atepped ~ut in the vard at hone and
killed 2 moss of s uirrels before breakfast, w7 was s0
plan'&irul. People marveled that I married such = fine
wm:\ Before I married I clerked for Dr. W. D. Zond-

rick in his Drur store at Coodland, alss for Joel Spriag

in his big store.

We bought our land of Solomon Hotema and built our
house and lived there about 17 years., That was ealled
Cold Svring then. It is cs led Gay now. We were Mﬂng
there when Hotems killed poor dear old Mrs. Colem;. In
sight, we could have seen it had we bemm looking that wey.
Just happamed not to be lookin~ im that direction. Ve
heard voices and som words spoken in Choctaw, bHut peid
no attention. ®We could not umderstand it anyway, and there
wers a number of people within *hollering ai stance' too.

¥e wers drought sharply to attention whan we heard a sbhot.



ALTSON, BUBERT. LITERVI 0. 6509

-9‘

We ran up thore, amd there the poor thine lay, shot to
death. 1% daveloped later that Hotema had ealled her
cut {n the yvard and tnld her that she mist dle because
sha was a witsh. She proterted, hut to no avail, A
erowd of Choctows gnthered as fnst ' s possidle 'mad thoy
12id her out and % ried her thnt svening at the Cold
Smrings buriel rround. She was %illed s* about 8:30
that mwrning.

Hotema didr’t tarry after killing her, he went ricsnt
on sbout & mile and a half anfl k;llod snother woman and
a .az, all full blood Choctaw Indians.

We had noticed mysterious midnizht meetings being
hald at Hotema's home and wondered what they meant. We
were not to bs kept in doudt or suapense for long. Old
Sem Tinitubdi was the Indian Doctor. There were an unasual
number of eases of pernicious malaria in that commmity
that Spring and a good number had died. BHotema held =
meeting and did not zet the resvonse to his exhortetions
that he Jesired, snd inasmch as Tinitubbl was the "doctor
in-gensral”, he consulted him about it. 0ld Tinitubdbi

told him that the power of the witches was atronger than
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his medicine, and that these people were the witchec.
These mysterious meetings were hald (o determine who
the witckes were and who was o kill the witches.
Hoterm expressed a willinecness %o do so, and pay for it
with his life, and be & mariyr fer his people.

After those people were kiiled there was no
corcner's inquest nor anything uf the kind. They just
buried them. Hotems was srrested next day and put in
Jail av Paris, Texas. Hs @aid he did it vo save his
peo:le and was glad to give his life for them. He was
allowed to go to and from the court house and jull alone
when his trial was being held. The sheriff at Paris said
he hcnestly believed that had thay turned Hotema locse sll
the tims, he would have coue up to trial each and em}
time that he was 6alled upon. He was a fine mn, well
educated and homest and c¢omscientious. A aplendid preacher.
Hotemn said im court that he eoculd prove by the Bible that
God said, "Ye skall not suffer s witech to live", eud th.t
the Bible was all that he desired to live by.

In my opinion, the reason for so meny deaths that

s;ring was because when the patients would have the fever
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for a while und it didn't respond to the usual potiomns
of teas, brewed from herbs and plamts, the witeh doctor
would huve 2 hole dugz, and heat 1t with fire or put a
kattle of boliling water in it and lay the patient over
that kole, o a sort of a frame work, and just sweat
them till they would aie of exhaustion. That is my
opinion. Jome yeers. nalaris seemed worse then usual,
and that was one of the times. I told them there were
no witches.s I never did believe in them.

Wife and [ were witnesses against Hotema wuen he was
tried. We hated o do so, but right was right, and we
had seen that poor woman just as he had killed her and
we bad to testify. Her little children were my wife's
pupils here of course. ¥e loved those Indlans like they
belonged to us, having lived here among them sc long.

We used to have camp meetings when Goodland shurch was
Just & one~room log eabin. We would build an arbor &amd
heve our preaching under it. At mnight csndles stuck around
on posts sufficed for lights. Sometimes those camp meet-

ings would last for wesks. Every old-timer knows what
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good tiues we bad at tlove meetin;;=. Clhoctaws und also
whites had their meetinga’ tusether at Goodland and Cold
Sprinze, toue 0ld brother Holea was cue of the aost
earnes} preachers I ever heaid. lie would ,recch in
Choctaw, them interpret it into Lnglish.

Avout tvelve yeurr w;o I ot to scnderin~ -bout
how things were .u Tennessee, so 1 went vacxk wnd b.,0sn
oy #soh with ne, Nearly ull ay friends aud ¢ usintunces
wers dead snd gone, out I had a good time. Tet I didn't
want Yo gtay cut {hera. I have been here so lon- thut 1
feel more ut home here., I have s ant the rost of my 1ifs
here and helped to bulld the country up.

I helped to build Lem Oekes' loz house that was just
a few miles eist of Hugo. I alsc helped to build that
Frisco railroad that ruas through here. God Bless you,

I aug out stumps, laid 1irom, set sermpers, snd just any
part of the work thut happened to need a husky young fellow.
I look back snd wonder how 1 carried those big rocks on

ny shoulder to the top of that ehinmey there, but 1 did.
No¥ I am old and biroken, badly ruptured, my head hurts

all the tims, but the Lord must be keeping ms for some

reasan, I read my Bible daily.
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Al Nelsan at srant predicted that wife amd I would
die puuperus one day when we were in his ctore buying
an outfi{ oy clothez for a liitie orphan ludian. Ky
wiie thought nothinz of s;ending five or tem doilars on
an orihaa c¢h:lde She aaia thut that wus what tie Lowd
gave 1L to us Ltour, tu dlvide situ the iless Jortunaie.

I n-ve paid Choctyw Counrty u thousana doilar. in bares,

end now Choclav County is cariag lor ms.

Note: The Choctas County Farm Hows 1is & very cuufo. table
rleasant looking far: homes Small bouses are built cut in
the yard for the couniy charge: t¢ live in andé the Super-
intendent l1ives in the large white house, und kec:s &
cook who couks a splendid meel, which I have no duubi are
better than thcese 0ld fellows will get when they go away
and try to live on an old age pensim. They have eve.y

cure there.- ~azel Greene, ‘ield » °r er.



