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Interview with Mrs. Nanoy Carleton Cobb.

I was born in Newton County Arkensas im 1881 and
was sixtoon when my parents, Frances Hibben Carleton
and J, I, Carleton loaded up their two wagons with
their iorldly possessions, hit¢hed one team or mulss
and one teem of horases to them and set out for the Ine
dian Territory. The "land of opportunity” it was cellede
F¢ i baer hearing so much of this wonderful coufitxy,
and 4% redlly wae wonderful to us. It took us twelve
days to make the trip, tut we had a wonderful time, and
of ccursd we had some hardships too, due to rough ‘and bad
rocds, a'onen streams etc. Ths gcarelly ot bridges do-
layed us,too, but &kl in all we enjoyed ths trip. It was’
Jjust cool enough to. be pleasant, being October. We brousht
along & cc;op ovr'aa pretty Buff Cochin chickens:as I ever
saw. They were great big yellow things. Wsa'd turn them
, loose at night and they'd just scrateh, and sing and cackle,
and stay right there close and roest on the coop. -

As we came over the prairie where Hugo is now, the

sage grass was s0 high that it brushed oui' wagon bads
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along the sides of the acarcely traveled roads, and

prairie chickens flew up in flecks. Vaen we got down
to Goddwater at Uncle Tom Hibbens', tho cotton fields
were white, and the boys went right to plicking cotton

at £ifty cents pér bundred. At that they made mosey,

.because there were 20 few things thet we needed to

spend aoney for and the thirgs which we bought- we.re
cﬁeap‘ I% was 80 fine that they could pipk lots of
cotton. Uhcie Tbm.Hsbbem. built us & little house
aud we lived there one year, . hen we went to the
Robert M. Relston place and lived on it three or four
yeers, then my aia%er and 1 each married. She is
Mra. Mattie’ncbode and hés n ver h.d any children, I
have three children. My sister lives out about Rose
Hill plece.

Times aure;y have chenged, Crarny Oskes was living
thén. Those were the good old deys, we had lots of fun.
In summer we would have p:otracted 1iectings that would
lagt two end throe weeks at a time. Folks would come
fronm far and nears

t

The meetings held at Goodwater served as family re-

" ﬁnioal)too.~ Gbodwater was the old home of 50 many
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of the Oakes, that when they'd have camp meetings, just
8 lot of the Oakes femily would come %o 1t and cemp.
There were camp sheds and cabins. Mr, and Mrs., Will
Oakes of Grant and Mr. and M;B. Tom Oakes of Atlas would
usually bring two negroes to wait upon them, Vomen exe
changed ideas of dress, and favorite pickle recipes,etc.,
and came with trunks full of clothes. They brought also
their irons end the negroes were usually pretty busy
keooping clothes in press and cooking good things to eat,
The campers brought a2ll kinds of good canned and preserved
end piokled things, cekes pies,etc., and it was no une
common - thing foxr them to kill a hog on the groand and bare
becue 1t to keep it from spoiling,and the outside of the
cemp was usually fringed with clothes drying on th; bushes.
The men swapped égarios of crops and stock ard talked
of other things of general interest. The young couples
co&rted: many & metch was made dt these meetings anmd
‘'occasionally 2 wedding would teke place before the meete
ing was over, It was pretty hard on the babiss, to be
there in the heat with so meny flies and mosquitoes, but

c¢hildren of the next size up sesned % enjoy themselves
Y E:;
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and the meeting alweys closed with & big baptizing.
Among other songs which wes e favorite, was "Menna
fran Heaven",: I heard it ths other day over the
radio, and I nearly oried, it brought back such
memories, )

In the winter we hed "sociables”, These old
timey kitchens were ususlly cabins built off a little
way from the main house, and the older folks would turn
the kitchens over to the youngaters for their sociubler
and o:ndy pullings. %e'd meke molasses candy and pull
it, and eat it, Then,too,we would sit eround the rire-
places and roast potatoes and pop corn. Ve had lots of

fune

Irs. Cobb now lives 4n Huge, O:la™ &,



