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Interviewer, Hazel B. Greens, ‘
. June 16, 1937, [

7 Interview with Vra. Maude Hall Carter.

Born August 26, 1877,
Van Buren, Arksansas.

- )
Perents Roland Holl. liggouri.
Lucy Ann “ims,

Missouri.

RECOL ECTIONS GF ROSE Hﬁi MANS ION.

VMys. Maude Carter, mation over little boys at .
014 Goodland ‘Academy, hes just been telling me of her
life at Rose Hill Mansjion. She said that, that was vhat
it was called in those days.

Sbe Wes born fn Ven Buren, Arkensss, August 26, 1877,
in a large two and a half story, log house, which. §'as
made of hewn logs about 18 inches thick, That olé‘ house
is atill standing,.about a quarter of a mile on the rasad
out to the Sara Grove Church and cemetery. This Church
and Cemotery was named for Hra, Certer's h;If sister,
Jara Vooaley. -

Sara Grove Church is t'wo-'-sto’ry and the upper floor

was used for the Maaox}fc Lodge room, and it was called
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the Luoy Lodge in honor of Mrs. Carter's mother. It, too,
was .huil\‘{ of logse. -

Mrs. Carter's mother, before her marriege, was
,Lu;:y Sims. She was born in Zguas.onri; her second husband
élso wes born in Missouri. He was Foland Hell and: was®
Meude: Carter's father. He died three months before Maude
was born and s buried in Arksnses. |

Mrg, Hall had been married,prior to her marriage}
with Hall, % s man named Wousley. There were three
children of that union, Sara, Willie ard Nathen.

In 1905 Mrs. Hall married"0ld ‘Uncle Billy Pyron”
at Fort Towon. They have both passed on and areguried
at Dosksville Cemetery, “

Hall was & Maateér lason and Luoy Hall wes a member
of the Orﬁar of Esstern Ster,

- Vhen Meudo was nearly nine years ol the boys "Jjust
gt a roving spell™ and wamted to @ to 3, They -
rented oul their bveautifully nmhiahed oz:Zm in -
Van Buren and moved over to Witchersville to another one

of Mrs, Hall's homes.—These homes weye splondidly

furnished, home made xugs, marble topped dvessers and

m——
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wash stands, four-poster bed end everything clse
. { .

those things. Mrs. Hall sold her home at Witchemaville
when they weny to Texas ut ahe' never 444 well the
furniture in the home at Ven Buren. Hrs, Carter doesn't
know whatever became\of that furniture. They wendered °

_ “aiound in Texas for sevaral months, ﬁhsn the 'boys decided
;tﬁat tho Indian Territory was a good p}acg % _live 80 '
they came to Grant in the Chostaw Nation. /") o _

/
‘Ihe ra%.road had just deen through Grént about

one year and to quote Mrs, Garter, "There was nothing
there, not even s shed for a faumad.sta/zion, just a
platform. The station agent and family ,ived in 8 ghack
someihere near. We iived in a one-room ok with e
‘shed room. There was ‘no church, no sehool, no nothing,

%e either had to buy our grogeries at G , about

ten miles rorth of us or welk the milmaﬂ bridge geross

Red River to Arthur City, Texas, wheu-e lthe most of the
storea were in reality juat saloons; or we could go up
to Gerrett's bluff where: there was a f and go across
to Chicota, Texas,/ They sent me toi hicota to school

and boarded me over there for four ye because everything
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was 80 dog-goned erude in Grant. V(I ves ten years old
when my brothers leesed the Rendell farm, vhich wes &
part of the old Robert Jones' estate, and the Rose Hill
farm m another paxrt of the seme estate and they }easad
‘toth, . - .
" "The Randell fern 18 about twelve miles southeast
of Hugo and is located on Boggy end Red “"""“,‘“ end tho
Boggy bends sround in such e feshion to join the Red River

that 1% forms en islend. It is elmost en islend. fThere

240

ere just a few fest of land oonnecting it with the mainland.

My brother Nathan gud his famly 1ived on the Rendsll fam
and with the aid ;f a lot of negroes cnltivated 335 acres

of land. Those negroes véré "!'Qec:‘ and had becn given their
' 40 acres of land andh'a mile,* but were glad to work for
vagoes. They Me;pt t,hree negyoes gteadily employed to. do
_‘_the feeding and chores around the place because they ran
1ota of teama, twenty-five or thirty I guess. My brother,
Nathan Wooaley, was overseer at Randell ferm and brother
¥illie was overseer at Rose Hill farm, where he mother

end I lived.
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There were only fifty acres in cul¥ivation then at
Rose Hil}, o we kept only si¥o teams there end only tao
oolored boys to do the choyes snd milking. We only kept
two cows, toos These nogroes. lived in the old log cadin -
slave quartersa.

"If any p;;.'t of Rose H{ll Mansion was of logs it vas
covered up. It looked like = freme building to me. Thero
ves a long porch all along the front, and big pillars.
There was also a porch all elong the sides and banistem
slong sll porches. The ‘douhle front doors had glass
panels in than; ‘there were also glans panels beside the
doors of hasvy plate glass all‘carhed with figures and
baskets of flovers. Th;y say that glass was imported
from England. & stajreay of marble went up from the
main big hall. The undt;vs up stairs vere of smaller
f penes thesp the ones down‘:tairs, but they were large end
uﬁ;merrul for those daya. ]\.nd In all of the bedvmmns there
were marble topped dressers end wesh stends, o e

"axblo mantels wers above the firepladss throughout S

A

_the house,unless it was in the kitchen, end bronze and -
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brass candlesticka on all ot them. Tﬁem was one candlestick
o hamared brass, made to resmble a stu:np and hammered

to look like the bark. It muld ha_ve held four cr five
dogen ceandles, and was about four feet tall, elghteen

iriches in diemeter end each knot on it held e candle and

kthe knots were all over it., The mofza wm-é on rollers.

It was in the library and could be rolled from.case to case
of books, The hookecases almoet lined the walls and ‘ahere
were atill lots of books. My bmther was a perfect btook~
worm, 30 he enioyed lots of reading while we were there.

The cases and furnifiye in this lidrary were oi: black

. wood, I don't ‘know'whether they were supposed t¢ vo

m&hogany or walmut or what./ The chaim were great ’big
leather tnrtea things, and the chaira in the dining room

wers the 1adder back style with leather seats. That *_ n L
tm'niture in the house vag of that dark colox'. - )

.l.

snother stairway went, up from ons of the fmnt bedmom g

L
¢ )

v

and sti1i enother wgnt up fyom a pa.ntry in the kitchen. :
That one was for the exclusive use of. the sexvan ts wno

lived over the kitchen- maids snd houaelmapem or ocurse,

the negroes lived in the slave quarters; 30 it naé calIed
ag ". Fy ; * .-

the maid's stairway. R . T L B

Iy N - " -~

‘€.
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"'I‘here vere abcnt 15 rooms 1@ that house. Some of

©

them weno loq“kad and never opened whne we rere there

4(0

.and we were thm tour xears. I wanted‘ a lot of times to

.« o«

go 1nto thgn open, 8 window or aompthing .‘but motb.er .

1‘9

almys minded me_ that those th%n@ 1n there belonged to
the ownera and u«that th@y 1ocked tha doora o, keep others, :
ont. Mother -aleg sai@ that ‘what wag 1n*~€hose rooms wes

npne of our businesa andv that we' "e‘vouid 10t be; quite honest

Ql . ’lx')&; » »P

it we prowled n then’h " negroa‘s‘“co’ulzd, not be hired to

;

go near thm.. 'Iheﬁr thong:t ’chen hatmted. Thoseflocload R

rooms were in wings that bad besn added tu e originai De
v house.' e never had a:ny mea what they containe‘d. Thg:, ) “"
o attic was ﬁxll of rn:miiure too.b Lovely, maesne 0}d, piecem
‘ ;I’he “diﬁiqng Foom emi.t*e‘was n;asaive, as mere also the, fm;r-m:;;f{ o ¢
posfie: beds .and bed room fnrnit:xi'l; " : . & ‘ ‘. Q”\‘: 'i “ X ..\,\

. "The brary and mgin ha],l #ere pfqrusely hurg with .

.' cold "ag the Dickens.: I heard e,n awful qrash dowmn stajre ;  ° ¥ an

e , Woe o
tine paintings 1he most of them were supposed %o have Vo

y ¢

of the United Jtates up to ‘that date. One night it )va.s ey %.;{',’,

~o.

-
' N

then I knev that the "ghosts were 1one and tried to' get F

> I s,
{ .
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nw*bro*;her to «get:'up and go w!t\h me to aeeu-what it was,
but .he said he would not beo:anse it was so c¢old but I
aocuued him of being acared. I slept with my hesd under
‘ cover the balange of the ni@t. . Next morning- we we%t
down stairs end found George .ashington flat on his face
on the fioor. |

"Out in 1the corner of the yard was the family cemetery.
" . Imose tall tombstones stood out there like sentinels. On

g moox}iight nights they looked 'sp;olq;' There 'were sbout |

fo;xr'marblg slabs ;eid flat on top of thak many graves.
'Ihezrthére was one -marble mmxsolaumf some of the Jones'
occupied it. " - ’ |

"'ﬂe‘ had four great big"‘waah pot;s; then there were soms -
‘biééér ‘ones i?:ich hed been used to make salt in, so we
heard. I've been told that they ave still there in ome of
the yards. | ' ‘ \ ‘

"The way I remember it the Robert Rendells lived in
Dennison, ‘I‘exaa.' Th’ey had a daughter who I understaz’zd is
stul living. Robert Johes had been long dead when we
moved to Rose Hill and the story went that he was killed
. soms way, at Gerre'bt's Bluff, and buried at the andall

hom‘é‘place out in the garden.
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nI just don't kuow why the Indians buried in the corner |

of thoir gardens, but they daid.

"The reason we left Rose Hill end the Randell farms
y}‘as because of Sverriows. Each spring th:a bojfs would have
- to plant the crops over from one to three times. "Dhére
oame threstovertloms tho last year we wers there. e hate d
to leave that lovely. home and move into a shack, as compared
to tha'l;,' but we did, The market for our cvops was Paris,
Texas, and it was hard to get over fhéra. My brothers put
in a ferry there at the e'dée of the farm. If it was ever

ol

named I did not krow it. Chicota, Texas, ¥as just across
- . - . ;fm A

from the fam. Lo

A

We moved to old Benning¥on. Then we had Caddo for a

245

market for our ocrops. VYe stayed there one year. ' Then moved - -

to the railroad station of new Gdodland. You see the school

is 014 Goodlends | e

| "Afg& si{xteérr“I married L. Lee Carter from Mﬁ:/r;;'eesbor?,
Arkalmas, a schlool teacher, and he died May 14 /i926 at
Fort Towson and is buried =t Doaksville cemete}'yc Five
children were _born to us: Henyy, who lives in California;

Roy, who was killed in France and is buried at Peris, Texes ;
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Grace Everidge, now iivipg in Muskogee; Otis, -who died o
when & bsby, and emother infant, turied st Dosksville.

s 1 sald pefore there were long porches aslong the

One day he ,haci~ be out to the water shelf and ha.d washed
his hahds, had come’jps’t inside the dinixlg_foom doox em,d
reached for a towel and was standing with his back toﬁ 'thg
‘door when sameone shot him in the back. 'They évidently ceme
%o the edge of the porﬁh or-nearly so because the wound.

vas 80 1ai'ge.' ‘l’he-porel} was sbout.twenty .f,eet wide.

‘ "People itolc’l us that that lovely furniture was ha‘uled
away plece Sy plece, Jjust 'stolén when th;a house was va‘cant,
| rrsm tm'e.vi‘:o tire: ‘, - |

ragter Mr, C;.ﬁ;e_r'and_l moved to Dosksville, Mother RS
‘tau‘g:b’c ‘e;ehool there for sp\iéral years, and th;n at new
l Fort Towson. = | ,‘ ; ) ; -
-\"A brother of hers, (;apltain B. F. Sims, was onee

stationed at. the old Fort Towson:. He said when ho brought

his troops ‘through Reris; Texas, in time of the Civil War,
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thers waa one genersl st‘ore md i)ostorfice. a blacksmith
ahop and a new railroad but not even a church and that
the merchant thera freighted goods‘ from Doaksville by
ox wagons. The goods had been eh.tpped up the river in
‘bcat‘;a o the‘ 'mou’th of Kiamichi end to Hooks" ferry. He
said elso that 1t was all prairie northwest snd west og
the old Fort Tu;vscn. It-1s timbered now,

"My husbaend, R. L. Carte(z;, tor years bought furs, hides,
‘anakg_root, etc., for Julius Heas sud Lowenthal of Antlers,
Wt in later years was in the benking business st Fort

Towson."



