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FLEMING, EFFIE OAKES. INTERVIEW. X /I/

Field /,'orker: Hazel D. Greene.
June 1^, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. Sffie Oakes Fleming,
Hugo, Oklahoma.

Born 3g miles northeast of Hugo.

l-erents Joel Z. Oakes, father, born
r.eor Old Goodwater. Choctaw
Nation, on 3ced River, about
15 miles S.S. T.u^o.
Josephine Oronk, mother, born
Grand Rapids richigen.

J.'.rs. "Effie" Oakes FXemin£,, forty-nine" years old,>

one-sixteenth Choctaw Indian, daughter of Joel i». and

Josephine ,Cron2 Oekes, was born a* the present home

of her father, 3;- miles northeast of Hugo, Oklahoma.

I guess i t was then Kiamichi County. She was raised

there and got a l l of"her schooling just a mile from '

home, at Hock Hill school. Started at the age of seven

and finished TT. S. History, Geography, Arithmetic,

Spelling, Rhetoric, Algebra and elocution. The l as t
I,

year they had Ye? study Texas history to keep her busy.

Hers would probably equal the present day highschool

education. The schools weren't graded then. She

finished school at f if teen years of age.



FLEMING, EFFIE OAKES.. INTERVIEW.
h ' p . 2

220

Among her f i r s t teachers were I.'iss Ore Grant,

now I.rs. 3 . L. Oakes,Fro£Ville, Oklahoma; ) iss^Ida

Steers , of Antlers, who. bec;.f\e ' r s . Jul ius liaas,

prominent dealer in hides', furs, snake root, e t c . ,

in the Indian ter-ritory days; and I.iss Ida Wallace,

who carried .... 0 . Surbaugh, postmaster at Goodlpnd,

Indian t e r r i t o r y .

After these teachers for two terns she went to

school to*her tv;p s i s t e r s . Mrs1!: to Virrits, who

married Howard I,'c3ride who v.as kicked to ;e?th by a

:iule. She is now ' rs- . '0. A. Lovett, living ttoee :r.i]es
»

northeast of lugo in Ohoctav; County. Second, to l i z z i e

who v;as the f i r s t ! r s . l̂ d Grent, end •.:ho no/, l ives

t\;o stiles north of liu:_o. Then there wc-s iss Sffie

rawson.

TLere were seven of Joe l 'S . ;Tock) Oekes
*

Ghildren. Four of thbir. are now l-ivint_; I.rs. Lovett,

.'.rs. Liz< ie Grant, I.rs. Fleming, and I.rs. Cora House

of ne?r Hu^o. Bert v.as .tarried; he died of tuberculosis

and w'as buried at Fleinview, Texas, he lef t two daughters,

I rs> Loir Harris , and Haoini Oakes.
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"hen I was growing up, there was more firairie

here than there is nov\. Lots of peaces where we could

see for miles and miles, i s timber now. Pra i r ie

chickens were sq numerous that Papa "would load us kids

in the wagon and go out across the prair ie and' k i l l

"a whole raf t of them." So.'ne of us would drive, and

some s i t in the back with him. He'd have his cun» and

shoot from the baci: of the wagon. The horses were

trained not to be afraid. If one walked out on ttie

pra i r ie , the p ra i r i e chickens would be up end cone,

but one could r ide a l l among them on a horse or in e

wagpn.

And deer were so plent i ful , they'd come up and

l i e dovm with the calves in the l o t , and were so

gentile that sorj3tir.es they vould not run v:hen we would

£•0 out to milk. Hany a morning ?p.pa would ret up and

make a f i re in the stove for I'ana, then go down on

the creek just back of the garden, and k i l l L deer

and he and the hired hands wou1 d have i t skinne-d before

she would i:ave breakfast reedy.

The wolves were bad too. I 've seen them jump

•the fence and come over in the lo t and k i l l the calves

and pigs. They'd get an oldr.ow to fighting them and
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get them to jumping from-side to s ide, then they'd
x>

jump in and grab the pig and carry i t off and lay i t

down and come back and get another, and pnother t i l l

they had a l l they wanted. The cows vjould fight for

their calves too. They'd sure fight to protect their

calves, but the wolves were cunning. Tuey could leap

a l l cround the cows and get the calves. The dogs were

afrnid of theiri, they would never fight them. They

couldn't "stand a hand" against them. Papa used Xo s i t

on the lot fence" with a hunter 's torch on his ' cap and

shoot wolves in the l o t s as they attacked" salves and
\ • / r' /

Digs, ^f-f . • /
' y * /

I have my fa the r ' s 32 deer r i f l e there on\fche wall ,

the one he hunted with in Indian Territory deys. When

his sight began to f a i l , h e c u t 8 dine in half and had

it put on the 32 for a sight . In 1932 he had a soell

of, what Cr. tTohn called neur i t i s , his lef t arm broke

out in red spbts a l l over and then was solid red a l l

over -like a piece of red f lannel . He was in bed for

weeks, then when he got_ up he had regained his s i^ht .

Now he doesn't need glasses to read with.
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We used to make sausage, half venison and half

pork. We got our sage out on old sage f ie lds . There

used to be lo t s of wild sage, and we gathered i t and

put i t up for seasoning just l ike anything else that

we needed. We raised our red peppers too. And about

two miles down east of our place were the <&lt springs

on sa l t creek, rtiere Grandfather Oakes and old

Robert Jones of Rose Hi l l used to make s a l t . There

were several of those s a l t springs, I guess they are

there yet . They had two big^old pots, ei ther one mus, t

have been nine feet across, they were low though not very

deep, each held about 300 gallons and they are what, they

made s a i t in. Those pots are at Rose Hil l now for any

eye to see. I understand the V/PA is making a park of

Rose Hi l l . • ;
*

Around those springs, i t is bogsy and many a cow

has gotten in those bogs, l icking the sa l ty earth.around
(

there; then she could not get out, just bog down and die,

unless found and helped out.

Indians don't use much s a l t , they don't even put

i t in bread, especially shuok bread. " They used t$> save

a l l the pretty white shucks to make shuck bread in. They'd

wrap that bread up in the shucks and some'times make

o < twists of i t l ike big twists of tobfroco.
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Speaking of tobacco reminds me, Grandfather Oakes

raised his own tobacco and c ired i t , just as he did 4.11

North Carolina. He usejd so much of i t that I thought i t

mu3t be pretty good stuff. So one diy out on the porch

I sneaked his tobacco and chewed i t . He wa3 blind and

could not see vfcat I was do in/;, but when I beg; n getting

sick I got quiet do he called mother out to see viiy I

was so quiet . '.Then mother told him what I had done, he

tapped me on the he'd with his cane and I thought he

was angry with me, but he v;a~ not, end mother thought I

was punished enough by being so sick. r r em amber the

reason I was out there with him. They kept l a r i a t ropes

stretched from tree to tree so.he could get around and

they always had some of the grand-children to stay out

there with htm to keep cats , dogs, chickens, ducks, e t c . ,

out of nis way. He was comparatively young when he went

blind, but I don't know exactly what age.

.Another thing I remember about the old place down

at Goodwater; out in the corner of the yard was a log

cabin that grandfather had bu i l t for the old negro .

?cammy Sukey, who always took care of the children.
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She and another negro woman haver l e f t tfye old fo lk s , i

even a f t e r \they were f r eed . Tneir husbanks died and

those two jus t l ived out there In what we al'.vsys cabled
• * *

the "Sukey house,"

Another odd thing* In that, 6akes'foni3y cemetery

there are about two acres, and toe southeast' corner .V̂LS
reserved for the slaves >and each family hew ,.it s plot

, for burial just ""ike our feraily '"adl anc at t'..e\ hes<3 \

aiid foot of eech one grandpa always _\ut a dark itound
\

\ ;
stone about the size of your head forxthe foot and one

\ . 'a l i t t l e larger at the r.er.d. Always, at every r.

The l as t one of Grandfather Oskesf sieves ai-ed

last, winter. Of course, he was just a cnil 6 when tney

• • • \ x -\

were .freed, but he remained loyal as longias he' lived

and attended every funeral ever held there\ t i l l he wa\s

carried tlie're himself. His nar.e was Hiclccian Prince.
. . • • \ •

Uearly ell of the Oales are buried tcere.' But \

ny Mother preferred to be buried at :t. ̂ livet in Hugo.

It was January when she died 'rnd very cold, anl papa-

v.'as so old we would not take her clear down to Goodwater.

That was in January, 1932.
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There were twelve of Plioncfc ..illism and .:&rri

5 Culcos'" chiMiv- . And they a l l (who hcvo children)

have someone Uiried c.t tho old he: o place, oi.co^t

Uncle L'2ia, and a l l s^Veu oi uif. <;hildro.'_ ^i-e l i v i z _.;.

1.1' s i s t e r , I r u . i.ovet.;, :;u;. *> i- v:s co . ' 1 ^ bui^ h - . , .

"ttt-:uecl iid tl..; plot

"J!i£»rle£, the- oldest,--ic b

next is buriol •. •; -*• opgr-. j . ' - i . ;̂  ol.

'ho:..-

i dir. ' " j . r , -*-rc. Jc..."^ •.<> vet

1^. Jui-ci'-^t;--: i,. li:;iu_ in '

fth

livî

s-Oil ....- .ula..-::

nuch we would ask. ^1. . - ~\ -V i
- «

old home place at Goodwi ̂.;_.

at old home, <. _ ..13 DC .I
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L.ary laJees llibl-in die in I . L J , v:d i i Uiriod

at Cakes ce^et-ry. Jaroo other eliildr-., died youi-; and

; re buried there of courc ;.

About ton -.a1 / i r t3 / r ; ;curs a, c oorjo

Lou lit, out tA\j, oth i- i.-i--1. o. ,'. - o__. ^lc-~ ' ai

s t ipulated h v • . . . .

. n ' t e r ^ r nd^-- " i c - ; , r n ' i i . o t , . o r . . UJ »:e:' i;j:.iO i n

vliv ' . ln ' ; '3r \ : i t ! i "1.3• Oi. . i . . . i ^ s , a t ^v- iio .J c . ^ C.-J •

rj -^rl '•••>-». ••- '• • *i -t» _ tti | i I • " i rt •• * o ,— ' • 7 - ^ "i "'~ ("> • ^V*i * * ["* ' ,
L A I U J . , x ^ -.4 - - w - jt̂ -̂  a. *_̂  W »» *< J . ^ -* • X - o u . .*-/ ^ ^ • * ^ « A j i V - • , » . » x w u . J t . > . X )

eo ..e uir..e'•? SVIG ou l ^ tc / ' i t h u-. " i l l l a t o in rf..o f a l l .
s,

I 1CL":O.• si.3 :aj liO.-e L- lo'„ a. t ?r I oul o tc ' r t t o scl:.---!

t o ' . l us oi v^z "..istor^ cT z.\3 I . ~.i-n t a - T i t o r y , and o

^I.eir. co i i r . t o t h i s '' i l -Vz-neo-:"' 0 er -oho " Jr . i : : o- * ,

JOL-rs." j"ne .--.̂  o ld a-;:d l .a i Act-"..:1 . . - c - ^o ~.o u : s i t

'._ - 3

,

b * b i " 1 " ' • v 3 o — ^ 0 " 1'" • t •> • * '">(." '• •"""•* *̂ t ^"*".o

d'riv3rs 01 -„: ox-'." ,~OI>J:I -vslL .u z tuk-2 t:i3::- and s.an^; . •

t̂lift ev.aii>3t 1 trpo and hnoc]; T/n-iiv ". lv.ius out anC l o . j e

^bher, by vl.c J cr 0 r.ide jji'.e f., r lc or a -at anO not "airy

the;:i. .lev baby brother , JOG? ^V±^ 1-tor bt2cSi.:Q s prene

court judge of the Choctav; x.atioii/ .as four years old and
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•very f a t . She was just eight years, old,; but she took

- her turn at carrying him because he could not walk
, ' ; & •

much, and she said that she would get so t i red she'd • /""'

think she was foing to die but she would he.nf on to
y ( •

him. She was so afraid they v;ould k i l l him. She said

she saw than k i l l babies who were too big to be carried

• end Ix'oul d tjive out walking. Nobody roue. Occasionally

a woman was confined. She was permitted to ride for a

few days.

There were ox wagons and they hauled necessi t ies

only; food, clothes, bedding, and garden seed. Those

•_ drivers were employed by the government just l ike grandpa

was when he was sent out here.

Grandfather wss a carpenter and was sent out here

to build houses .for the Indians and anything it he ^pvern- '

;r.ent. wanted b u i l t . !Ie bui l t the'.cepitol at Tahlequah

«lso helped to build the fort "at Fort Tq^son; ,also the
if

'council house at Tuskehon^u Then he wa's sent to the

mouth of the Kiemi-chi Hiver, or near tnere, to build

cabins for the emigrants vjho had been loc-ted there in

a colony. They v;ere'grouped about at different places.

The govermnent was supposed" to build the i r cabins and feed

them one year, or t i l l - t hey had rede p. crop, a}.so furnish
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seed for the planting of t h i s crop. ii.ach colony had a

supply house, called a depot, from which they issued

supplies to the colonis ts . I don't know the name of

this colony, but some of them had nanss; such as ,

Boggy Depot- and Lukfata Depot, and they'd haul the

•supplies out in the "wilderness" by ox wagons. Supplies

'were brought up the r iver by boats and sons t i r e s the

boats-would be delayed for some-reason, high water or

something, and maybe they would sometimes ^et out of

provisions and when they did they frould sometimes

catch fish and boi l t\em in sal ty water and eat them.

I t was la te spring-when the Sveridges got to the

place they se t t l ed , maybe la te in I.'.ay or June, but

they cleared l i t t l e retches and planted the precious

seed that they bad brought with them and raised some

l i t t l e things to ca t . Harriet Sveridfe O.kes said her

folks had a v;ooden spade end sraded ur> the gardens and

tended them with a hoe. They tended the corn yatqhes

with hoes. In winter when the \;en cut v^od, t-hey

carefully cut A"! 1 off of o s. ace so the v;o-".en oc lid

plant i t i\ corn just as early as _ ossib! e. ivery child

knev; to help crre for every food ^roducin^ vine or plant.'

They punched .oles in bucket lids-and grated the corn

for their bread. .The landing near Frogville was l ine iJluff)
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The cabins that the emigrants f i r s t -ut up

were very crude, log of course, an£ a t - f i r s t they had

no chimneys; boards were sp l i t out and shedrlike a f fa i r s

were nade to cook under and the pots v/ere -hung from

the ridgepole of these sheds. The cabins had no windows,

so-.etirces shutters were -fide of boards sj:1 it, out of the

timber, and these shutters iue.de to sl ide into . l ace ,

i'he doors were of sp l i t lo£s, sp l i t r re t ty "chin so as to

make kind of planks, but .timber was so plentiful that the

Iocs were sp l i t only once for benches and tab les , and

floors, if they had floors; but the most of" them load d i r t

f loors. The house wes simply a shel ter to sleep under.

.he sp l i t lot; benches were a l l the style for churches

and schools. Fapa (Dock Ofkes) remembers goin^ to school

end s i t t ing on s p l i t log benches, bunks on the walls

s-.nd trundle beds were nade of hewn logs. Sometimes one

v;as just a l i t t l e finer than another, that defended

upon ho.; i.'iuch pride and ab i l i ty a an ted to :;ake his

household furniture.

,'nen the I7nion*.sol3iers cane and csir.ped close to
had

3rendpa Ockes' ho:t;e, papa said they, the Oakesl about

'50 Lead of <:eese. The soldiers Li!led«and ate ne?rly
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e l l of them, also the i r calves, and if they liked,"

went into the smokehouses and took the neat and lard .

Just anything that they wanted, they took-; and-, not

satisfied with taking the livelihood of these people,

they took a wanton delight in destroying things, especially

their means of livelihood'. Grandma had her cotton and v/ool

crrds hidden in a big box, so when the soldier^s were

prowling about the house, papa and Elizabeth s?;t on that

box and held the baby. The soldiers didn' t think of

looking in thet box that the kids sat upon for anything

valuable. They went into the vegetable house snd took

s t r inrs of pumpkin tfcnt vere hun^ in there drying and a l l

the dried beans. Grandmother hau lo t s of roots qnd u

drying'for medicinal uses rtiad. the soldiers destroyed/

those. • / • : i • /

Tea was nade of sassafras roots for a beveis^ge,

but they .ade lo t s of other teas for remedies.(

I'apa said he could remember when'the Indians

carried their babies in baskets on their becJL0, even,

when working in the f i e lds . And when they/nieeded

/ ' /

nourishment, just took them off and brought, them around

to the front.
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- . Grandma said i t would be about a year from the

time one t ra in of ox wê o-ns /with emigrants would get

here t i l l they would be ba/ck with another bunch. And

just the, younger and. more able-bodied survived the t r i p .
I •

The older usually stayed in Ldssissippi anyway. A lot

of them refused tb leave their hoxes.

Grandpa Oakesr settled a place right at old

Goodwater, then smother further over, in the river bottom,
* ' /

and had slaves to/work down there* So he built cabins
down tliere for t&em and.sent, S.-L. (Raniy) down there

/ I • i' ' i '

to boss them. /Later S. L. allotted tjhaV, land, got a
post office t/iere and gave it ,the narrie of Frogville,

i \
because t̂her^e vveile "so many fr'ogs, you could not hear

you£self\.thjlnk." The frogs were so bie tmey actually

Ught trie/young ^ucks that went swirnrain^'in the frog

ponds neajn the hou^se,

i

the Heads v,

ducks wMch

b by.-Field Worker:
I \ \ \ ' ' ' /

Tfiis writer "pctuaily beot\lor;;e ita*ocs\over

ith; sticks to 'W>rce then, to release young -

tfyey-held in Jtheir norths.


