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Field lorker: Hazel B. Greene,
June 1z, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. Zffie Oakes Fleming,
Hugo, Oklshoma .

Born 35 miles northeast of Hugo.

terents Joel I. Oskes, fether, born
necr Cld Goodwater. Choctew
Metion, on zed aiver, sbout
18 niles S.E., lu.o.
Josephine Cronk, mother, born
Grand Rapids i"ichigen.

'srs. Effie” Ockes Fleming, forty-nine years old,
one-sixteenth Choctew Indian, daughter of Joel i, and
Josephine Cronk Oskes, was born the .recent home
of her father, 3. miles northeast of Hugo, Oklahome.

I guess it was then Kiamichi County. She was raised -
there and got all of ' her schooling just & mile from'

honme, at ﬁock Hill school. Started st tie age of seven

'and finished U. S. History, Geography, Arithmetic,

Spelling, éhetoric; lecbrs and elocution. 'The last

year they hac her study Texas history to keep her bd:y.

ders would probebly enual the present day highschool

education. The schools weren't graded then. She

finished school at fifteen years of 358 .
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imong her first teachers were r;ss Ore Grent,
now ﬂrs, 5. L. Oskes,Frogville, Oklshowm; ! iss-Ide
"Steers, of 4ntlers, who becite ! rs. Julius liaas,
Q?ominent @galgr in hides, furs, snake root, ete.,

-~

in the indian territory days; and i.is

0

> Ide .sllace,

<

who werried «. 0. Surbaugh, postrester at Goodlend,
Indian Perritory. - -
After these teachers for two terms she went to

school to her twp sisfers. Hrst to Virsie, who

married Eoward .‘eoride who was kicked to iesth dy a
L]
zule. She is now 'rs. U, A, Lovett, living three :ziles

northeast of ugo in Choctew County. Second, to Tiz:zie

»

who was the rfirst rs. E¢ Grent, and ho now lives
tuonailes north of lu.o. Then tiere wes 1iss Zffie
rawson.

Tiere were séven of Joel'&. 'Tock) Oskes

v

children. Four of ther are aow living; Lrs. Lovett,
!.rs., Liz.ie Grant, ! rs. Fleming, end irs. Cora touse
of nesr Huro. Bert was .erried; he ded of tuberculosis

end was buried at Fleinview, Texas. Le left two daughters,

:rgy Loir Herris, and Ieomi Oskes.

*
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- “hen 1 was growing up, there was more prairie
bere then there is now. Lots gf places wrere we could
gsee for riles and miles, is timber now. Prairie
chickens were sq numerous thet Papa woula loah us kids
in the wag&n and go out scross the érairie and kill
"a whole raft of them." Somé of us would drive. and
some sit in the back with him. He;d have his ¢un, and
shoot from the bacit of the wagon. The hofses were
treined not to be sfraid. If one walked out on the
prairie, the preirie chickens would be up &nd gone,
but one could ride all among them on & horse or in e
wagon.,

And deer- were so plentiful, they'd come up and
lie down wiph the calves in the lot, and were so
centle thst soretimes they would not run when we would
¢o out to milk. Ilany a morning Tepe would ¢et up and
mgke a fire in the stove for Fama,'%hen gé down on
the creek just back 6? the garden, end kill & deer
and be and tle hired hénds wouldé have it gkinned before
she‘would rave breckfast re?d&.

The woi&es were bad too. I've seen fhem Jump

the fence and come over in the lot and kill the calves

and pigs. They'd get an o0ld sow to fighting them and
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get them to jumping from- side to side, then they'd
o

jump in and grad the pig and carry it off and lay it

down and come back and get‘another, and snother till
- .

they had all they wanted. The cows vould fight for
their calves too. They'd sure fight to »rotect their

calves, but the wolves were cunning. They could leap

A4

all zround the cows and get the calves. The dogs were

afraid ef ther, they would never fight them. They

couldn't "stend a hend" sgainst them. Ieps used/xb sit
. s

‘on the lot fenc€ with e hunter's torch on his” cap and

-
shoot 2§¥ves in the lots as they attacggd/caives end
A r . N

Digs K»/) . : 4
> . b . . //'
s ,

I have ry fether's 32 deer rifle ‘here omthe wall,

the one he‘hﬁnted with in Indian Territory dsys. ‘hen

his sight btegsn to fail, he cut & dime in lmlf and tad

3

it vut on the 32 for a sight. In 1932 he had a sgell

o,
Y -

of whet Ir. John celled neuritis, his left arm broke
out in red é?bts ell over and then was solid red ell

_over like a piece of red flannel. He wes in bed for

4

weeks, then when he got up ke lad regained his sitht.

Yow he doesn't need glasses to read with. ~

. »
. v ’
i) : L
‘\05‘4‘ S ‘ . *
¥ . .
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We wsed to make sausage, half venison and half
pork. We got our sage out <;n 0ld sage fields.v There .
used to be lots of wild sage, and we gathered it and
put it up for seasoning" just lik;a 'anything else that
we needed. We raised oﬁr red ;;eppers t00. And about
two miles down e‘ast of our place were the ¥hlt springs
on salt creek,~mere Grandfaether Oakes and 014
Robert Jones of Rose Hill used to make salt. There

were several of those salt springs, I guess they are

‘there yet. They had two big old pots, either one must

have been nine feet across, they were low tﬁc‘)ugh not very
deep, each held about 300 gellons and they are wh,‘at they
made salt in. Those pots are at Rose Hill now for any
eye to see. I understand the WPA is making a park of
Rose H@ll.

Around those springs, it is boggy and man}} ak cow
has gotten in those bogs, 'licking the salty earth .[a;'ound
there; then she could not get out, just bog down énd die,
mlesg fOund gnd h‘elpedb out. .

Indians don't use much sait, they don't even put

it in bread, especially shuck bread. They used bp save t

"

all the pxétty whi‘te shucks to make shuck bread in. They'd
wrap that bread up in the shucks and sometimes make

o « twists of it like big twists of tobgcco.
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Spceeking of tobacco reminds me, Grgndfapher Oakes
raised his own tobacco and ¢ired it, just as he did gp‘
North Carolina. He usqd so much of it that I thought it
must be pretty good stuff. So one d:y out on the porch
I snéaﬁed his tobacco and chewed it. Ie was blind and
could not see wat I was doing, but when I vegin getting
sick I got quiet,éé he cz2lled mother out to ste vhy I
wes 80 quiet. ‘hen mother told him what I had done, he
tapped me on the he d with nis code and I thought he
was angry with me, btut he vas not, and mother thought I
was punished enough by being so sick. I rem:=mber the
reason I was out there with him. They kept lariat ropes
strefched from tree to iree 3olhe could get around snd
theﬁ always hsad ;ome of the grand-children to stay out
there with him tec keep cats, dogs, chickens, ducks, etc.,
out of nis way. He was compératively young vhen he wént

3

blind, but I don't kmow exactly vhet age.
Another thing I remember about the old place down
at Goodwater; out in the corner of the yard was a log

cabin that grendf-ther had built for the old negro .

Meonmy Sukey, who &lweys took care of the children.
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She and enpther negro women hever left ﬁhe 0ld foliks,
B ¢ 0\ M

. .
even after \they were freed. THeir husbapas died and o
: \

’

those two just lived out thepek\n what we §1wéys called

.
-

the "Sukey house,"

Another odd thing. In tha% Oakes fanily cemgtely

5
there are about two acres, and the southeasﬁ\corner Jas

. . b

Cfor burial just Yike our femily zd) 2n¢ 2t tl.4 he=d \

-

and foot of es¢h one greadpe =lways Aut o derk round
stone about the size of your head for\the foot and one

a little lerger at the necd. Mlways,

The last one of Grandfather Ocke§' cleves died
last winter. Of course, he was just 2 child when they
v w . \ i [}
were freed, but he remsined loyal as longlas he live

and attended every funeral ever held there| till he wa
] B N

$ L3
carriecd there himself. Iis nere wezs Hickman Frince. \ ¢

;

Wearly 11 of iLe Oskes are buried thnere. But \

[

ny l.otker rreferred to be buried at :t. Olivet in Hugo.

It was Januery when skte died rnd very cold, snd pspa-

4

was so 0ld we would not take her clear down to Coodwester.

Thet was in January, 1322.
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Trere were twelve of rmorel .illiam and .erriet -
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have sowmeccne vuried «i thue ola Lo 2 nlacé, cned

-

<t
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very fat. She was just eight yeérg 6ldé,but she took
her turn at carrying him becsuse he c;ulﬁ noﬁvwalk
ﬁuch, end she ssid that she would gét‘so tiged she *d
think she was going to die but she would hahg on té

v * , - *
him. She was so afraid they‘would kill him. She ssid
she saw them kill babies who were too big to be carried
- and wou}dxhive out walking. iiobody roue. Occasionally
a women wes confined. She wés‘pgrmitted to ride for a
Tew days.’

There %ere oX Qagons and théy ﬁauled necessities
‘only; food, clothes, bedding, end gerden seed. Those
érivers wére eéployed by the governnent just like grandpa

v

was when ke was sent out here.
) . '

Grandfether wss a carpenter end was Sent out here

to build houses .for the Indiens and anything ithe zovern- -

ment, wanted built. e built the cepitol =t Tahlequah

\J . ' h‘\ . Y N ) ) i

©1s0 helped to build the fort'at Fort Tqyson; also the

‘council house at Tusxehoma. Then he was sent to the

mouth of the Kiemichi River, or neer taere, to build

cabins for the emigrants who had been loc:ted there in

L L . .
& colony. They were’;rouped about et differeny rlaces.

B -_,__?,‘.

[N

The government was supposed to build their dhb}ns and feed

-4
then one year, or till-they had rede & crop, also furnish

! <
f -
|
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seed for the planting of this crop. "nach colony had a
supply house, called & depot, from which they issued
supplies fo the colonists. I"gsn't know the name of
this colony, but some of théﬁ bad nares; such as,
Bogey Depot and Lukfata Depot, snd they'd haul the
'supplies out in the "wilcerness" by ox wagons. 3upplies
were brought up the river by anté and sonetires the
boats:would bé-delayed for some- reason, high water or
sdmething, and maybe they would sometimes et out of
provisions gnd when they did they Would'sometimes
cateh fish and boil trem in salty water end eat them.
It was late spr;ng-when the Evéridges got to the
place they settled, meybe late in lay or June, but
they clesred littie retches and planted the precious
seed that they kad brought with them and raised some
little things to east. herriet Everidre Orkes said her
folks kad @ wooden srade ané sraded uv the gerdens and

-

tended them with a hoe. They tenced the corn ?atifes
with hoes. In winter when the .en cut w~od, they

-

refully cutb -

4]

1]

c off of ¢ s.ace so the women crild
Slant it i% corn just es early as ossible. &very child
krew to help c¢rre for every food nroducing vine or plant.

I'hey .unched .oles in bucket lids .and greted the corn

for their bresd. The landing near ¥rogville was iine sluff)
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The cabins that the emigrants first -ut up

were very crude, log of éourse, and at- first they had

no chimneys; boards were split out and shed-like affeirs

were rade t9 cook unaer anc the nots were -hung from

.

e ridgenol egse sheds. “The cabins 212é no windows, .
th dgenole of th ed Tl abi ¢ no d ,

so-etimes shutters were "zde of “osrds split ouat of the
timber, and these stutters made to slide into -~lace.

' » ' - ; s u 4‘
'he doors were of split lozs, split rretty thin so as to
make kind of nlenks, but timber was so ylentiful that the
lors were split only once for benches and tebdles, and
floors, if they had floors; but the most of* them had dirt

floors. Ihe house wes simply a shelter to sleep undoer.

v A

.Le gplit log benches were all the style for cuprches
and schools. TFapa (Dock Ockes) reﬁemberé going to ééhooi
aﬂdxsitting on split log benches. sunks ;n the walls

=nd trunale beds were nade‘of hewn logs. Sometimes one
vas just e littls finer thaﬁ another, thet dependéd

upon 0. .uch pride end ability @ an ted to uake‘his
tousehold furniture. . o .

.nen the Union”soldiers canc and czrmped close to

. had
Srendpa Ozkes' home, nepa said they, the Oakes/ about
"€C tead of geese. The soldiers xilled .and ate necrly

-

-
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gll of them, also their calves, and if they liked,’
went into the smokehouses and took tH;‘neat~ahd 1ard.
Just anythlng that they wented, they took and not >
satisfied with teking the livelihood of these peonle

they took a wanton delight in destroying things, especially
theif ‘means 6; 1ivelibood; Grandmas had ﬁer cotton énd wool
crrds hidden in & big box, 56 Qhén the soldief% were
pgowling gbout the house, vape and Elizegbeth saf on that
vox and held thre baby. Th%’soldiers d}dnft think of
looking in thet box that the kids sat upon fo; anything
valuagle. They went into the vegsetable lLouse sh@ took
string; of pwapkin thet vere hdng in trere d;ying and all %

the dried besns., Grandnother lec lots of roots gnd zerbs /
. \ i e

hY

.drying‘for :edicinal.uses‘&ma.tﬁe soldiers d@str&yei// /
those. - . - : lj/ /‘
Tea mas'ﬁade of sassafras roots for a beveﬁlge ‘
but tgey':ﬂde };ts of other tess for remediesg
T'apa said he could remember when' the Ingiens
carried their babies in baskets on their beciﬁ, even,
‘when working in the fields., And when they‘néeded ,

- nourishment, just took them off and brought, them eround

to the front. - "/ ./ :






