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INTEHVIEW WITH JIMPSOH DAVENPORT
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B>rn November 1 , 1870, F in ley ,Okla .

FATHER'S NAME BAHNKTT DAVENPORT
Born F i n l e y i Oklahooa
MOTHEB'S NAME SELINA
Born F in l ty» Oklahoma*

I was born n«ar what i s now known a s F i n l e y , Oklahoma,

then C«dtr County,Chootaw Nat ion , on Storoabftr l , 1 8 7 0 v At

that tlmt th«r« was no Post Of f ios a t t h i s p l a e s , nor any

nearsr than At oka. After the F r i s c o ra i l road was b u i l t ,

then Ant lsra , Oklahoma, was e s t a b l i s h e d and than we got

our mail from Ant l trB, when i t was Indian Territory>

Choctaw'Nation. •

My f a t h e r ' s name was Barnett Davenport and my \

mother's name was S e l i n a Davenport . • They l i v e d and died

near F i n l e y . ' ^

My grandfather's name was Joe Davenport but I don't

know now what my grandmother* a nametwas. isy grandparents

oarae from M i s s i s s i p p i , but a s t o where they f i r s t located

when, they came t o t h i s country, I dton't know. However, I

think that they located somewhere near t h e Arkansas l i n e ,
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then, they moved to what was called Cedef County, and

that i s where my father lived when I was borar

Hy father was not a rich man but was better off

than most of the Indians in our community• He had lo t s ,

of catt le , hogs end ponies and we had a farm, maybe

about 15 acres where we raised a l l the corn we wanted for

bread so that we had corn bread to eat a l l the time. The

corn meal that mother made was better then the corn meal

we get to day. She beat i t in a wooden block prepared for

that purpose, and she would make hominy of different kinds

for us to eat , and she would make different kinds of bread '

made out of corn.

The Indians at that time lived in log houses which

they built themselves. Some of them had spl i t logs for

flooring while some of them had dirt flooring. The houses

did not have windows and while mm had two doors, seat of

them had one door. Ifiy father* s was a double house,made put

of hewed pine logs, doved-tailed in. It was a pretty good

house, better than most other Indian houses.

There used to be l o t s of Indians who stayed at our

house nearly a l l the time. They worked for father on the
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faxm, but most of thenf just lay around for the ir feed.

It was just l ike home'to them,, sons of them would stay

for a waak. at a time, did nothing but eat . My father.didn't

say anything to tham, he would lat thaw stay aa long as thay

wantad t o . ?<a had oorn and a l l kinds of stock which was not

worth much, ao ha would gat than to k i l l a hog, or a baef any

tin» they wantad to , I, guaaa t h i s was custom with than at

that t l a s , and th*y s t i l l do that non; of cotirss they don't

have thejstock now that tha Indians had at that t in* , but

thay s t i l l go from house to house and stay ai long aa thay

want to , than go home* The Indian house- Is open, to a l l who

wants to come and atay a few day*.

Our trading point was at Fort Smith. Father would take

two wagons whan ha want to Fort Snith ana bring back a l l tha

grocerieo tha wagons would hold. Ha made the tr ip fewioe a

year, In tha spring and in the f a l l . Hot only did ha oaks

this tr ip but about four or f l*e wagons would &> together,

and i t would take about two weeka to get back hone, If tha -
» » • •

creeks did not gat up so that thay could'not cross. We had

no roads than and no bridges across tha creek* and r irers ,
- *.

ao they just had to wait until tha water went down to get '

across.
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Aftar. tb* Frisco railroad wsnt through t h i s country, *

thsn ws did our trading at Antlsrs, ant Tushkahoma. It

wa* about 15 mUii from our horns to s i thsr placs, by going

straight through tha mountains, which was rough riding SYsn

on horss back,

' 99 Xlvad on a crttk, a prstty good al£«d oraak, whsx*

wa boya want •wlmaing,- and In which wara lots of f i sh .

Tha watar waa olaar so wa could asa tha tiah to tha bottom *

of tha watar* Wa ussd a bow and arrow noat of tha t iaa for

fishing, and It , waa no trick to gat a l l ^he fiah wa wantad

Xn just a l i t t l a whila. Tha wooda too wara fu l l of wild

gams, daar, turteya, aquirrala and son* baara» All ws had

to do was to gat out a faw hundrsd yards from ths houss and

ki l l anything we wantsd to sat*

My fathsr would coma tlutes sa i l sons e a t t l s . tha oldar

onea. Thsy did not bring much but ha had so issny that ha

would s s l l off eom anyway. Ths buysr would coos with ths
> * J

monay, a l l gold,in a saddlsbag* Tha Indiana who sold ea t t l s

would not taks s i l v s r nor papar monay for than and ihs buysrs

would hava to bring ^pl& for tha oatt l s thsy bought* Whan

fatbs? sold ths c&ttls , thsn ws would havs sons fun in gatharing
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them for the buyer* They ware e l l wild, end some of

them would be about 8 or 9 yeare olA and raised in the

nountaine, ao that i t traa pretty bard to. gat them together.

We Indiana had lota of tun getheringthaaw

I don9t hava anything that would ba of my Jjattrait to

ta l l for thaxa vaa not nuoh of nyttiing that thaaa Indiana
«

did in thia country. Thay did not hava Snaka daneaa lika

the vaatazn Indiana had. Thay danead but i t waa lika tha

ihita paopla danced. I uaad to lika to danoa than but I '

can't aqjr nov for I a s tooold for miah things. X did not

ploy Indian ball aithar for* whan I quit aehool en^ oamo „

homat tbay did not play any nora ba l l .

v ̂  want to aehool at Spanear Aeadtny for aataral

years. Thia fcehool waa under tha nperYiaion of tha

Choctaw Nation. Tha oouneil would meet and eat aaida

money with whieh to run thia aehooir i t waa a good aehool

for us Indiana. Some of our leading Indiana want to th i s
\

aehool, which waa burned down and whieh waa not rebu i l t , ao
>

thia aehool i s out of exietanjja now.,

I am a full-blood Indian, apeak fa ir Engliah and can

read and writa Snglith, and can read and writ* in Ghoetaw
*

language. I waa appointed County c lerk .after I quit aehool

in tha Choctaw County Court9 whieh waa in Cedar county.
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The old court house 14 not there teat i t was out about

16 mil** east of Antlers, Oklahoma. There i s a l i t t l s

railage there now by the name of Bat tan. Then I mov«d

jinto Jackfork County and was appointtd County Clark In

that county* this'county court bsing h«ld at llany spring,

about 30 milss north of Ajitlars.

Th«r« ar« stveral incidents that 1 eoul& recal l i f

I had the t l a s t o think i t over. Those things happened a

long time ago, and I have forgptton l o t s of things that
•* • < *

„ t

really happened back in these days when I was a boy.
' \ ' * 0 • • • "

I l ive out about 15 miles west, of Antlers, and

have sevexftl head of catt le end •ome hogs and a few

ponies^ I have a good fara and a good nsadow for my

hay. 1 gtt along pretty well , but no money.


