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PIELD WORKRR JOHNSON H. HAMPTON
. Indian-Pioneer Hiutory Projoct 8-149
June 14, 1997,

mrm:zw WITH JIMPSON oavmpom
Ugrwin, Oklahoma. .
Born November 1, 1870, Finlcy,Okla.

é

s FATHER'S NAME ‘BARNETT DAVENFORT

. Born Finley, Oklahoma ‘

MOTHER'S NAME SELINA DAVENPOI?I'

Born Finley, - Omhom .
I was born nsar what is now known as Finley, 6klah‘omf.
" - then Ceder County ,Choctaw Nation, on November 1,1870. At
that timo there was no Post Office at this place, nor any
nesrer then Atoka. After ;hi Frisco ranroad was built,
, than dntlers, Oklahom.a. was established and then we got
our mail from Antlers, when it was Indian Torritory,
Chootaw Nat ion, . ) )

My father's neme was Barnett Davonportf a;td my
mother's neme was Selina Davenport.* They lived and disd
near Finley. ’ - " | |

My grandfather's nams was Joe Davenport but I don't
know now what my grandmother's neme cuas. Ny g:mhdpa;.‘ents
cans from Miaa'iaaibpig.bnt 88 to where they first located '
when. they came to this country, I don't know. Howaver, I

think that they located somewhers near the Arkansas line,
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- .then, they moved to vhat ;tao e;a‘u:d cedef ‘County, and
© that is vhere ny father 1ived when I was born. ,

Uy father was not a rich man but‘ vas better off
than most of the Indisns in our community. He had lots,
of :oattio, 'hog;v and ponies and we had & farm, msybe
| ;bout 15 nczgo.s where we raised all the corn we wanted for
bread so that we had com bread to eat all ‘the time, The
cc;rn meal that mother made was better then the corn meal
we git to daw.' Shc' ‘beat it in a wooden blogk prepared for
that purl\)oao‘, and she would make hominy of different kinds
for us to eat, and she would make different kinds of ‘bread

made out of comn,

Y

.

The Indians at that time lived in log houses which
they built themsslves. Some of them hsd asplit logs for
flooring while some of them had dirt flooring. The houses
4id not have windows and while soms had two doors, most of
"them had one dcor. My father's was a double house,made out
of heved pine logs, ﬂovod-;aiicd in. Is wan' a prctfy good
" house,” better than most other Indian houses.

There used to be lots of Indians who stayed at our

houss nesrly all the time.  They iorm for father on the

S
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farm, but most of them just hyv around for tho:lr r«a.
It was just like hotho'thm. sone of them would -:ay '
for a week, at a timo. did nothing but eat. My father.didn't - |
say anything to thm he would lot them stay as long as they
- wanted to. %e had oom and all kinda of ltolk which was not
worth much, s0 he wonla ptﬁtha to kill a hog, or a beef any .
time they wanted to, I guess this was custom with them at
that time, and thsby s%1ll do that now; of courss they don't
have theptock .now 'that the Indiens had at that time, bnt. |
they still go from house to house and stay ad long as they
want to, then go home. The Indian houss is orcn t0 all -ho
' wax;ta to come and atay a few days.
‘ Our trading point was at !“ort Smith. ther would take °
two wagons when he went to Fort Smith anc bring back all the
grécorioa the wagons would hold. He made the trip gwice &
year, in the spring and in the fall. Not only 41d he make
this trip but about four or five wagons would g¢o together,
and it would take about two ’vookl to get back home, if the
 creeks d1d not get up 's0 that they could not cross. We hed
no roads then and ix;o bridges across tha cresks and rivers,

. 50 $hey just had to walt until the water went down to get

across,

o~
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' Aftor, the l'rs.ho railroad wen$ throuax this oountry, °
then we 414 .on.r trading at Antlers, and Tushkahoma. It
. was abqut_' 15 n;uo- from our home to either place, by going
| straight through the mowntains, which was rough riding even '
m; hz;rn) back. ’
¥s 1ived on a creek, a pretty good sired creek, where
we bdy_- went swimming,-and in which were lots of ‘tidx.
' "zho mto'r" was ci—oax so we .c(mlt'! sse the fish to the t;otm -
of the water. We used a bow and arrdw most of the time for
fishing, and 4t.was no trick to éat all the fish we wanted
in just & little while. The woods oo were full of wild
“guue, deer, turieys, squirrels snd soms bears. All we had
to do was to get out a few lxmdrtd yards from the house eand
kill anything wo mtod to eat. \ |
My father would some times sell some cattle, the older .
ones, They did not bring much but he had 0 meny that he
toul{l sell off soms anyway. The bfx;.r would come with th. L
noney, all @ld,in a sddlsbag. The Indiens sho ©1d cattle
would not take silver noxr paper money for them and the buyers
would have to btring gold for the cattls they bought. ihem

father s0ld the cettlie, then we would have some fun in gathering '
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them for the buyexr. They wers ell wild, end soms of
‘them would be about 8 T 9 years old and raised in the
mountains, s0 that it was pretty hard to get them together.
'We Indians hed lots of fun gathering. them.

I don't have anything that would bo o‘r m terest to
- teld tor thoro was not muoh of -xything that these :mdiuu
é4id in this aomtry’. 'rhoy 414 not havo Snah dancoa like
the western Indians had. 'l'h-y danccl but 11; was liks the
whito psople danood. I used to lih to dence then but I
oan't any more for 1 am tooom for, such things. I 4id4 not
play Indien ball either for-when I quit school end came ,
home, they did not play any more !l.lll. |

.4 went to sehool at Sponeor'uédcny for several
;oara. This school was under the nperviaion of tho
Choctaw Nation. The couneil would mnt and set uido
money with which to run this schooly It was a good school-
for us Indians. Som.‘ot ou_m Indians went to this
achoqi, which was ,bu\rncd domn and which was not rebduilt, =0 -
: tﬁip school is out of existenge mow..

1 sm a full-blood Indian, apeak fair Engliah and can
read and write BEnglish, emd can rwa and write in Chootaw
.languags. I was ap;;oinm Courty clerk after I' quit nﬁool
in the Chootaw County Guonrt.'.tzich was in Ceder c'omir.
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The 614 court house 1id not there but it wes out about
16 miles east of Anthx:a. Okiahoma. There is a 1little
ulladi tl;o'n now by the name of Battan. Then I moved
mto Jackfork County and was appointed County Clerk in
that co\mty; this ‘county court being held at ‘Many Spwins. _
about m miles north or Agxtlero. _

There are several incidonta that I could recall if
1 had the time to think it over, 'rhoao things happonod a
long time ago, and 1 havo forgotton lota of things that
q roally happon.d back in thou days whon I las a boy. )
"~ 1 1live ontpabout 15 miln wut of Antlora, and
have uvoral hoad of cattlo and _soge hogs and a few
ponlu.r I !mvo a good ram and & good meadow for my

"hay. 1 gst along pretty well, bdut no money.

. ¢



