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Interview with O, L. Blanche
Field Clerk U, 8. Indian Service.

’ Hugo, Oklshanae

My father, I'm not sure just what h‘y.e name was, Kl
or LeBlanchois., His signature was hard Tto read.

Lyman G. LeBlanchois (Miassionary) was about one half
Chootaw and half French. He was born in Mississippi in
1800. He attended a college in Kentucky £f{Pst, then went
to Dartmouth College in New Hampshire. While he was still
there his people {the Choctaws) were removed from Mississipe
pl to the Chootew Nz;tion)lndian Territory. A ﬁiend, Joseph
P. Folsom, also frm Dartmouth Colleges followed, I don't
know exactly how they ceme, btut they tell me they walked the
most of the way., Then he want back to Mississippi. He didn't
1ike 1t' here, He was in liissised;pi whet#’eivu War started,
sorving in Confederate Army as a u;ntenant under Genersal
Cooper, who, they tell me, nad been an Indisn Agemt. I
don't remember his first neme, N

When the Choctaws came to this cowntry, the Choctaw’
Nation was divided into thres Districts.y This d1strict right
here at Hugo was P‘usmthha; and the chief was named Stephen
Hobart, He was chief ever gince I know anything, elsctcd '
again an;l again, till he died. Then Jyhnson deker™ .lemd' as

chief t411 tribiu_l laws wept out. East of Kimmiehi river was



Apukshinubdd Distriot, Captain Nonpemontudbes was chief,
Hs was a temperance leader, aadsosfﬁ nane
Then they had a Principel Chief, eleoted fram time
to timee Xach district was separate:government, Chiefs
end Lighthorsemsn. Ko capitel, no certain places tn_ meet
for council, just from time to time meet at different place.
I don't know what year it was they bagnn 0 discuss
the abolisiment of District government and rut under new
form of govermsnt. And didy end wrote the Skulleyville
constitution for one government to provide for officers just
like now. Then came two tnotiona;~ These chiefs file budgot.
to pay their salarxries. 90§emor.t refused mnd request settlee
ment among themselves. _cuer's refuse to give up o0ld set=up o
The other erowd refused the 0ld way. So that started troudble,
I don'$ kuow by what euthority, but one Tandy Walker called
& Constitutional Comvention. The Majority favored to meet at
Doaksville, They quarrald end fuased over the constitution,
Wnen Joseph P, Folsom saw troubie was brewing, he sent
tor his friend, my father in Mississippi., He ceme and wes
at this convention at Dochrilh. Father dictated and Josepd
: $he constit@tted-ofi theothoetuw Nation very
Py Folsom wroto/mmeis like-we have for Oklslma todays Father
a1dn's get credit for it. He dldn't want amy aredit for it,

X * ’ .
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After we 'Qro all.'hipped, Chooctaws had lost their ocountry

and were at the meroy of the United States government,

¢ ghye Thootaw Counocil met and deoided to confer with the U. Sy
d;vnrnmnnt and sottle at ey cost, !f we cen just savo homes.
The Chootaws ceded seven million acres of land tbvaettle wer
debts. That is the Wichita Hetional park. And scue other
parks in the state. And they vrot;'a new troaty of 1866, -
That one provided for allotment of lands, Also provided ¢o ¢
either-adapi slaves as citizen and give each 40 acres of
lan-d or pay each one $§1000.00. ad we adopted the negroes as
citizens and gave him 40 acres of land,

Suit started soon after arrivel. SQttlamnnt or pcymnnt

was made {n 1689, Individual Chootaws sued the U. 8. Governe

. ment for losses end dsmags done $heu end property lost by them

by being brought from llisusuppf;. Some didn'* gsus because,
"Hs didn't lost nosRing". They called it the mnet proceed
payment". Total amdunt paid tc Choctaws adbout tvo,und ons half
milijon dollars, after cost ot.attornEyn and other expenses of -
suits had been deducted. They always sued for twice the smount

of losses,
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Julius Hass was & fur, hide and snake 00% desler at
Atokae I on't know why he ocashed the checks for them but

RS2

he d1d. Maybe he chargod & per cent, but eryway he had a
foom, with & fenced off place, and behind that femce he
had tables with a;oh of gold ooins and gold coins poured
out on them, MNostly twenty doller coins. Nen ﬁ‘.th guns
guarded that gold. And a man to cash the checks was bee

»
‘grff/ ;5 .8 :2%; '
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I was abou?t two months 014 when my father dfed, We

hind the ferce, at a window,

lived on his hame plade ;quevhm on Long Oreek, northeast
of Oocodland station, mavizera. I just can't locatoe that
place. Father had gone on a trip. I was a young baby.
Mother did not hear from him for a long time. No post office
nor telephons those days. Ko way t0 hear except by mcssengers
Finally he came home. He had been in Fort Smith, sick with
meumonia, and soon as he got better he rode horseback from
Fort Smith to our homs. Hs t00k relapse and died in few dq\gl.
He was 77 years old. | |

I was xy motherts only child. She married again years
after father's death, dut o ohildren. I think my father
had been nérriod before, and uﬁe other ohildren. I doa't
know, lhﬁo folks corrupt w neas into Llanshe instead of
what xy rathor, signed, Le, or K1 Rlanchois,

~ . 7
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When I was seven I ntaye;d with eomd folks close to
the Goodland mliioh Sohool and walked the two miles to
school one termy We moved $0 Atoka, stayed there tvo'
years, then to ﬁénningtom When I was ten I went to
gpencer Acadsmy which was about two miles of what in now
Rent, one~hslf term. Then otir funds expired. I went
home and didn't return the next fall, but did the first .
of thetiyear, but sometime 4in ghe Spring I went hames I
wvas sioke | '

gpencer Acadany burned in abqut '19'00 the second time,
end was not rebuilts A student,.Pat Springs, was bm;nad
to death in the fire. o )

The sumer I left Spencey {l'( was about eleven Srears o:in._
I was 80 eager for educationfrthat I left haue and 1ott the
Choctaw Nation. ‘I got with ac;ni white folks z.zed Shaw
four miles fram Dunnison, did farm work in exchange ﬂr
board and laundry and walked four miles with the children
of the femily to tows to school. I greduated at fifteens
Then I went to Austin College at Sheman but quit in 1896,
when I. vart to Paris, Texas, ‘Ihere I worked around the
.. Courts a8 an, @§arp:g&eg for Choctaws who had cesmes in the

¥
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ccurta. It was while I wns still working around the courts
in Paris, that Solomon Ebgemg was arrested and charsed-with
muxrder in connection witly the femous "Witch Xilling". He
Gas e distant cousin of mine and firat end lget I guess I
spent 310,660.00 trying to save him. He wescarrasted’'and -
thrdpn in ja11~about tio weelks before Court was to convene
at Atoka., His case ;as firat to come up and he was cone
victed, and sengqnced to be hanged. We made uppeal, Vb

Choctaw friends of hig, hired Craven and Qoon of Ft. Smitl
| to defend him. ¥e txiod every -oﬁame %0 gain time. We had
fhe‘oase re-argued, and re-tfied a half dozen timos-o: more,
and every time he wus atuck. 'Then we asked for change of
venus and ths oaseruaa carried to Paris, Texas, to United
States Federal éonrt, and all this time he was in jail at
one place or another, without dbond. ‘ h

I had lived around Paris long time. And knew loté of

people, but I just traveled all *round to the little towds
in surrounding country getting acquainted with more. I
wanted people to feel friemdly to Chogtaws. I tried to
seleot the jury. I'd point out /:h%eught would be all’
rig?t when they qu}d ésk me, but was stuck aga§n. ‘he

sentence was upheld, l;;j///
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Another cousin of ours had been in Spenish-Amsrican
Vor with Preaident Roogsovelt. 30 two of us Choctaws went
to see h.mt to appeal personslly to commite the seatence
to life imprisonuent,s The President would not com:it hime
self t111 efter we want back to home to wait. And in meand
time ho was to be hanged st 2330, Then the word ceme Jus{
in time“to wire to Paris to save his neck. | ((
About two years later he died in Atléntaﬁeorgia)
penipéntiary and was 'bm:ieﬁ there.
N¥ote ly field worker: I have reproduced the language and

statements of Mi-. 0. L, Blanche as nearly as pgasiblo.
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