
•' , ; ' 6 0 8 8

LBAED, J. NORMAN INTERVIEW
20

INDEX CARDS:

Choctaw Nation
» Civil War

Refugees
Spencer Academy
School Life
Rock Chinmey Ferry
Hsary Kemdall College -
Greea McCurtaia
Choctair Election Dispute
Lighthoraemea



21
LEARD, J. NORMAN INTERVIEW 6068

- 8 -
Form A-(S~149)

BIOGRAPHY FORM
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION .

Indian-Pioneer'History Project for Oklahoma

Id Worker's name I»irs. Hazel i, Greene*

8 report made on (date) . June 2> • 1937

Name J.Norrnan Leard.

Post Office Address Hugo. Oklahoma.

Residence address (or location) £ mile east of Hugo. Oklahoma.

DATE OF BIRTH: Month -Day Xear :

Place.of birth Now Milton. Oklahoma.

&& is 62 years of age. He isone-sixteenth ^Yo^taw, Indian.

Name of Father JT 'T. Leard. Place of birth A-

Other information about father Father s i T i r i l v i i ^ , nuWLir^siff'

Name of Mbtiier 'fttoa lioCarty (JLeard^ Place"'gf birth near fr-frr Sip0hT iri^Indian Ter,

Other information about mother3urJLed at ...t. Oliver t the Hugo city cemetery.

8 or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
ects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
eh firmly to this form. Number o^ &:<.. ' < attached *
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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH OF J. UORMWN LEARD.

Hugo, Oklahoma.
3Y

Hazel 3. Greene, Field ".Vorker.

Mr. J. Norman Leard, a1one-sirteenth ^hoctaw Indian,

aged 62 years, lives ea^t of Hugo, Oklahoma, just outside

the oity limits in the house whioh he luilt for his father

and mother in 1907. It '-;as been a beautiful house. Still

is, inside; but outside it is pretty well weathers-beaten.

It was one.of the few modern houses of its day, and was a.

mile out of town then. The city has spread ten it.

Norman Leard's father is a white man from, ̂ iaba .a, tnd '
t - -

is now eighty-odd years old. i-Je1 married a Liss Cora McCarty,

a one-eighth OhoctawIndian girl,who resides with ner parents

on a big plantation about seven, miles south of iTort Smith, at

a place now called 3ureka, Arkansas. It is just barely over

the line in ^rkansa-s and'the 1,1 cCarty plantation is e quarter

of a mile in t::e ""hoctaw nation, ukianome. IJTS. Loard said '—

they had everything on this plantation that they needed, oom-

missery, horse power $in and ^rist rill, and plenty of negroes

to v/ork everything, and a perfect mansion of a ho:ne.

In the time of the "ivil «ar they took the most of their

furniture to Fort ^mith and hid it, so that they had plenty

to keep house with after -the "afcr. Among other things they

have a beautiful old walnut desk, with Zach- ry Taylor's name
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'-on--.it. The Union soldiers burned the negro quarters, and
* ' ''

carried'-off stock and everything else th'gy could po' their
1 * _ *

4 ^ t * * <

fingers on* < • . , '
• • V . •

After Z, T. Leeird and n,ora McOorty marriea theymov-

8d down further in th'e Indian lerritory, to a little place

Pra i r ie . L.ilton i s in Lef^or'e To., Oklahoma, now. .

I'jra, J . T. Leard passed 'av/ay ^ec. 23. 19.27, rsndi i s

buriea in \.t. Olivet Cemetery, the city ceraotery of iiugo,

Oklahoma.; . • • ' /

J . w'orraan Leard f i r s t went t> school in / t . omith,

t'.on vvau -5BTiZ~Zo ope^ncerT\Coae::v. (The Spencer out near

KelsonJ. He said that the school was practically selfr

supporting..' ihey .ratseo nearly everything they, ate er-

cept prunes, r i o e ^ su^m^bnd'lfbt'i'ee. Vhey were fed plenty

prunes, he said, but that he quit eating then when he

discovered that they were fed-iuOldea .r.es. "We raised

• our own,egar(Sen st ff, fiog^neat, corn, whe^t and beef, ,and'-.

had plenty of milk and butter. The Spencer academy and

nheelock Academy were Presbyterian institutions, and ex-

changed stock, chickens^ etc., to avoid in-breeding. They

kep"1> fine, pure bred oattle. Once they sent rap alone to

' take a fine Strawberry Jurham bull to aheelook, I got to
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Rook Chimney Ferry arid the r i v e r was up. <'& <?ot thelt gen-.

tleman on the boat biii he gpt frightened and r-rot off. and

\ i

.almost pullea me and* ray\ horse in , but we finalxy swu:î  him

across . 'Thsl was about \3~.9, In tnose days lumber wfes so

scarce that we ecjnorni-zed\on i t a l l we cc . ld , so t ' e aloor

of the boat v;es :aade of ,>ol\es. ,They had no ..ire <j£ble!fj

-£iiliejlt__ajx-t^e—fe^a-t—wa-s- -ooi-ferr up^ the r i ve r ^nd then
ed to d r i f t down to the .esirei; landing p lace . , i

^x'he Choctaw uoverninent-allowed- J;100.00 per year ror the

support of each, pupil a t the a$adV,ies, but I'm sure i t didv

not cost t ha t ;.:uch, because we r u s e a so':>uoh to eat ana had

Li t t le to we-ir. Hickory s h i r t s , b"r,O£; n shoes, c lo th jha t s .

and cotton pants. I don't kno.:. where the ."100.00 per year

w&s applied. There wer(- H E frjys at Spencer when I w s "Bliere

I "went to -pencer.as . nnr ss I could, fi-̂ n they sent\ me

to "3larksviHe, Tennessee, to wouthwesternr'resbyt.ej'ian>_A

University in 1894. In 1 95 I went f> jrury "ollepe, SpriPrg-

field, .issouri. ± ere I won a scholarship of .£225.00 and ', •

went to lienry endall College at ;.;ustcogee, Indian Territory.

" .Ihen I graduated ih 1698 I became private secretary to

Green kcGurtain, Principal "hief ̂ f the "hoctaw Nation, and

iji 1899 to Gfovernor Juke. I v/as secretary to -.overnor uiike
•e

. when-they had. so much Vrjiule over the election of a Princi-
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pal Ohief and the p. incipal ones involved .were Ore en l/.cCur-

tain and T. W. Hunter. That is -all printed history tho; ex-

oept the part r played in it. That was -when Tom .>, ; unter

•*r~' «

was 'Governor for a day.1 When the negro soldiers 7?ere sent

' dovm.there to force the 'Duke and .'unter men'/ to "tur'i over

.records, the seal, etc., to the 'McOurtains, ' Wesley jjurant
was the f i r s t man to_ be searched by the ae/ro soldiers at

the Council house. .,e viasSergeant at Arias. That i s , the,

• attempted to search hi..., and -when that negro soldier s t t r t -

. ed to search hi ., he started the <fi<?ht: i'hat ia-.de history,'

and old J, blair ohoenfelt took off down throu h a persim-

thifiket likp, H .si

" I had 2 0 n e ov^r z • ^usk:-homa female AcadeiaS' and the

i.ighthorseman met me and attempted to arrest :ae, and meant

to put me in the -ittic. of the louncil House, but I -told them

T v m n t g " - --hn—.r.-h u . . my .±aatn anc\ h ^ ^ g y ^ p , - ) _ _ [ - i r ^ V ^ t'.> t h e • ThOMy

son Hotel, there ray friends seized i:e and put ue up in the

attic of that Intel, ri~ht ovor the kitchen, and took the

ladder av;ay . t'o k ep me from falling into the hands of the

other side, with the s.e 1 and records. It 'was really hot in

that attic all nitf;ht. They all thoi.pht C had that seal vjith

me, bjit x didn't -iave. ' I had concealed it in a bale of hay,

.and they never did find it. ^o^urtain ha to have a new seal

made* • ' •
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flhen we were forced to submit to the new authority, new Gov-

ernor, we tried to get them to receive the records but" they

would not. I think 'old i). Thompson got that seal and kept it.
/

But they kept me in that attic till the fi*>ht was over. That

was bad, medicine." \ _

^p±TrtruTe~~bT"~the hoiae of Governor ^uke, a "bout 3-jjr miles

northeast of 'i'alihina, snov/3 a frame house of several rooms

with c long porch across the front, and* the Executive office '

in one corner of the ynrd, and it luokea to be only one room.

The "Tonfuller1* house is to one side and slightly back of the

house. The Tomfuller house was of just a j ^ f ' " '

those days as tr.e- smoke house, or the well which showed in the

front yard. Jff to one side, at so,.e distance fr in the paling

fence, was the corral with the' high stake and rider fence.

.another picture shows agr^^LJi^^tw^-^ttre^iTrs^stake driven
_ _ -—-=—;— , ,

by United States surveyors when they .vere seo.tionizing the

Indian Territory lands. This pioture dated Feb. 7. 1901,

showed also a store DuildiRg ana on the roof in large letters

is painted, "D. Thomas, Building."1 and below that: "United

States nommissioner.. Coffins and trimmings." 'D? .Thomas was

a Circuit Court Judge, -.rhat sign looked odd.
i

"Once, I believe it was in 1893, the Chootaw Indians had

gotten a tier 'oapit- payment of .£103,00 and we-boys were feeling -
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pretty rioh, and running- around having e ̂ ood time. There- ̂>

wes always rivalry between boys from different counties,

rivalry in a social way, and otherwise, n bunch of us v?ent .

down in Tows on "ionnty to n dannft • t. t.ba hone of a widow Y/il-

' lis. i'here was a ne^ro fiddler, and we pot to kind of run-

ning that dance. It was custuiriar;, for each boy who danced

to ;;ay ten cents to the fiduler for each'set danced. They

called it paying "ten aents or. the corner." tfe got to feel-

ing pretty good ana monopolized the floor, and £irls, almost

•to the-exclusion of the Tows on Touirty "bo^ s. Everybody there'

had on guns. ;.obody went anywhere those days withpul one.

?he Tov?son bounty buys ^ot tired oi our foolishness after a

few .hours of it-, and them trying to get us to be civil. So

they invited us to leave. >.'e refused. " ihey «ot to shootin

then, and to.add to the confusion, they shot out the lights.

They were on th^ir own ground and welwere not,- so we 'lit a

shuck*, our bravado all £one. and those boys w.̂ uld just as

soon to have killed us as not. \<& had antagon! zed 'them to

the point of desperation. »hat ne^ro fiddler pot a move on

him too. Those boys were tired of being 'horned off.' One

opuldn't fool with those boys down there very much, espec-

ially the willis boyst Aey would just as soon shoot you

as to look at you, and would have been justified in our oase."
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Up in the attio of the old Leard home is the old typewriter

that was used in Governor Duke's administration, also the

old press, that was used to transfer copies of documents in-

to a record book*

:
In the Leard home, east of Hugo, upstairs and in the attic

are stacks and staoks of papers and books that no doubt

would contribute a lot to the history of the "hoctaw Nation

'iS it was properly looked into, and some man oould probably

do that, but ilr. Leard probably w mldn't jwalit a woman prowl

ing around in his "bachelor quarters."


