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\

1d Worker's name lhrs. Hazel 3. Greene, )
Is report mede on (date) . June 2, ' 1937

Name J.Norman Leard, TR

Post Office Address _Humo, Oklahoma,

Residence address (or location) % mile east of liugo, Oklahoma.

DATE OF BIRTH: Month ~Day Year

Place of birth  Iiow Milton, Oklahoma.

l de is 62 years of age, Heglsone-sixtquth “hontaw, Indian.
;Name of Father _J, T, Leard. Place of birth _:1avama, B
~Other Information about : :

Name of Mother @i@ MaGarty ‘Igmg Place Bf birth; m Pt Shith, in "Indian Ter.

Other information about mother 3uxied at ..t. Oliver, the H‘g aity cemetery,

8 or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
story of the person interviemwed. Refer to Manual for suggested
ects and questions. Continue on blank shests if necessary and

ch firmly to this form. Number of =h. ‘i attached ‘ . .




_ . 8and mother in 1507, It =as been 2 besutiful nouse. Still
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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH OF J. iORMAN LEARD
Hugo, Oklahonia. -
\ 3Y
Hazel 3. Greene, field Jorker,
Mr. J. Horman Leerd, a'one-sirtecenth “hoctaw Indian,

aged 62 years, lives =act of :lugo, Oklahoma, just outside

the oity limits in the house whieh he Luilt for his father

22

is, inside; but outside it is pretty well weather)beaten.

It was one.of the few modern houses of its day, eud was a.

mile out of town then. The city has spread to. it.

‘lNormen Leard's father is a white man fram »labza, :nd -
¢ " - : -

is now eighty-04d years 0ld., £e married a ..iss Cora McCarty,

I3

a one-eighth Choctaw Irndian girl,who resider with her parents
on & big plantation about seven miles south of Fort Smith, at
a plece now callel Jureka, Arkanses., It is just barely over

. b "-’- ~ ~ '3 Iy N )
the line in srkansas and the l.cCarty plantation is & yuarter

of a nile in t:e “hoctaw .ation, OKI&homE. IS, Loard said

they had everything on thics plantetion that they needed, oom-

nissery, horse power gin and grist rill, and plenty of negroes

%0 work everything, and a perfect mansion of a home.

In the time of the "ivil war they took the most of their

~

furniture to Fort “mith and hid it, so that they had plenty
10 keep house with after the War. among other things they

have a beautiful old walnyt desk, with Zach-ry Taylor's name
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» .

fonfit. " ihe Union g8oldiers burned the negro querters, and

) carfiedwoff stock anﬁ eVérythinr'élse tHéy could ge' their
fingers on.’ IR i E - o
‘ T ., .

After J. T, Leaid and ,ora mOCarty marriea they'mov-

-

A

ed down fumther in thve Indian xerrltory, to g little plage

<

-calle& "Pn11ii:ht", YHter uullcd 1ilton;‘near“ﬁunfwhaha-A~é—f_ﬁ.__
—/ ~

Prairie. ..ilton is in Leflors 0., Uklahofa, now.
L8, J.‘T. Leard paseeﬁ'away v8C. 23, 1927, end is
buried in ..t. Olivgt Cemetery, the city cemetery of :iugo,

Uxlahoma .. ) . - ¥

‘-

J. worman Leard first went t, school in ft. omith,

- 4

a.w * '_ . . R !
o3 muce o f0 openzger acaden.. (The Spencér out near

’

ielson). He said that the school was p%actically selfs

supporting. ihey.rakse: nearly everythlnp they, ate 8x%-

. eept ‘prunes, rioe;(suuanwhnu ﬁhife-. vhey were fed plenty

pTunes, he said, obut thot he quit esting them when he
discoverea that they éere fed.moldgd nnes,  "We raksé@

éur ownegarden st ff, nog‘héut, corn, whent and beef, and.
had pleaty of milk and.butter. The Spencer ncademy aéd ”f,;
vheelock acadeuny were Presbyteriah iﬂstitupioqs, and éx-
chaﬁged stock, ohickens, eta., to a%éid in-breeding., They
kept fine, pure bred gqttle. Once they seht me alone to

4

"take a fine Strawberry Jurham bull to .heelock, I got to



tleman on the boat but he got frishtened and ~ot off. and

< .almost pulled me and‘m;\harse in, but we finaliy swam him

« scarce that we ecunomized

* . of the boat wes made of »HON

. N , \ . e PO
——either, so the-boetwes 'petrec™ up the river wna then %’1ow-
|
\

support of each pupil at the agaab“ies, but ['m sure it{did

not cost that :uch, because we r+iseu so nuch to eat end had

e\

ittle

Hiekory shirts, brog n shoes, cloth hets,
e —

———— T

and cotton pants. I don't knouw. where

t0 we=r.

b
L) -

vhe 100,00 per ye

wes applied. Ihere wer~ 112 bovs at Gpencer when I w s

>

I went to ~pencer as .~n~ ss [ aould, t~n they sent

to ZJlarksville, .ennesses, to “outhwe§ii£g_gresbyterian)

S = L
University in 1894, 1In 1 €5 [ went t. urury "ollege, Spring-

vy
|

field, .1issouri. =+ ere I won a scholership of 225,00 and
%

went t0 tienry .endall Tollege at .uskogee, Indian lerritoxy.

¢
S

" #hen I gradudted ih 1€98 I became private secretary to

12

Green hoCurtain, Principal “hief '9f the "hoctaw Nation, and

in 1899 to Governor Juke,' I wes secretary to .overnor .uke .

when “they had.so muéh “rausle over the election-of a Prineci-

“
’

s .

Q
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pal “hief and the p.incipal ones involved .were Ureen I.oCur-

tain and T. W. Hunter. That is 1l printed history tho; ex-

*

cept the part I played in it. That whs when Tom .. .unter

)

> . -

© \
was ‘'Governsr for a dsy.' Vhen the negro soldiers were sent )

) ? v £ -
dowvn.there to force the 'Duxke and .unter men'/tO‘gurw over
Z. 24 P

. -
i ~
|

.records, the seal, etc., to the 'Liclurtains,' Wesley iurant

wes the first men %7 be searched by the ane.rn soldiers at
the “ouncil house., ..e wesSergeant at Arms. Thut 1s, the

attempfed to search hi..,, and when that necrs soldier stert-

. - . ’ )
- ed 10 search hi ., he sterted the fisht! [het m.de historyy

-

and old Jes blair choenfelt took off down throu h & persim-

son thicket 1ike a sesred rabbit, .

- . —

-

"I hed 7zone ovar t. .uskrhoma Zemele academ) and the

Ligéthorsemsn met me eand sttenpted o arrest ize, and meant

to put me in the =ttic. of the “ouncil House, but I £0ld them

.

I nanted Atng,_ adGo—my beaia {1;3(% hn:v’;\:;:}',, 83l wrpave -t the-Th My ———
son Hotel, there my friends seized e and put e up in the
attic of that hntel, ri~ht over the kitchen, and took the

ladder away .to k ep me from falling into the hands of the

‘

other side, with the se 1 ernd yecords. It 'was really hot in

that attic all night. They all thought [ had that seal with

4 [

"me, tut 1 didn't aave. I had coneeéled it in.a bale of hay,

.and they never did find it. woe”urtain ha to have a new sesl

-
¢

~ made.
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When we were forced to submit to the new authority, new Gov-
ernor, we tried fo get them to receive the records but they

would not. I think 0ld U. Thompson got that seal and kept it.

’ e
But they xept me in that attie till the fight was aver. That

< 2 : ” I N ,__—-——-——‘_"/—i
vas bad medicine." . IS

AA__,_awérxnnﬂnﬁf“”Bx the home of Governor wuke, avtout 5~n miles

northeast of Talihina, snows a frame house of several rooms

with ¢ long porch across the front, snd” the Executive office

in one corner of the ysrd, and it luokei to be only one room,

The "Tonfuller™ house is to one side and slightly bsck 9‘ the

v

house. ‘he Tomfuller huuse was of just as much iLpsreImee in

o
s AT 81

those deys as tre-smobke house, or the well which showed in the

front yerd. JIff to one side, at so.e aistsnce frm the paling
L] c

-

fence, was the corrsl with the high stake and rider fence.

another picture snows a grou rst stake driven

f\

by United States surveyors when they sere seationizing the
: y N &
Indisn Territory lands. [his pioture dated Feb., 7. 1201,

showed also a store bulldirg ant on the roof in large letters

<@

is painted, "D. Thomas. [uilding.” and below that: "United
States "ommissioner. “offins end trimmings." D. Thomas was
a Circuit Court Judge., -.That sisn looked odd.

-

"Once, I believe it was in 1893, the Choctay Indians had

gotten a qei'capit' payment of ¢l03.,00 and we-boys were feeling -
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pretty rich, and running sround having & »ood time, There .-

wes always rivalr& between boys from different counties, -
rivalry in a social way, and otherwise. i bunch of us went

down in Towson “ounty %o a dance -t the home of a widow Vil-

27

“1is., ihere was a negro fiddler, and we 2ot to %ind of run-

; ) )
ning that-dance. It was custuinar, for each boy who denced

$0 pay ten cents to the fiduler for each-'set dandced. They

called it paying "ten gents or the corner.” e got to feel-

ing pretty good and monopolized the floor, and girls, salmost

“t5 the.exclusion of the Jowson Zounty bo.s. Zveryoody there’
had o0 guns. ..0body went anywhere those days withpul one,
The Towson Tounty Luys zot tired of our foolishness after a

few haurs of 1it, aund them‘trying t0 get us 6 be ~ivile S0

they invited us to leave, .e refused. .hey mot to shootin

then, and to.add to the confusion, they shot out the lights.

-

they were on their own ground and wedwere not, so We 'lit a '
shugk', our bravado all gone. aad those boys would just as
soon to have xilled us as not. e had antagonized ‘them to

the point‘of desperation. ‘that nexro fidaler got a wove on

him too., Those boys were tired of being 'horned off.' One

-~

oouldn't fool with thgse boys down there very much, espec-

-

ially the willis boys. ihey would just as soon shoot you

as to look a4t you, and would have been jusiified in our ocase,"

-



7% LEARD, J. NORMAN INTERVIEW . 6088

i

HOTE:~
Up in the attic of the o0ld Leard home is the 0ld typewriter

that was used in Governor Duke's administration, also the

old press, that was used to transfer copies of documents in-

J

to a record book.

s

28

»

WOTE: ' .
In the Lesrd home, esast of Hugo, upstairs and in the attic

are stacks and stacks of papers and books that no doubt
would contritute a 1ot to the history of the "hoetaw Nation
'{f it was properly looke: into, and some man could probably

do that, but bir. ieard probably wiuldn't wént a woman prowle

ing around in his "bachelor quarters."



