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May 25, 1937. 148
> Interview with Eniziah Bohanan
’ . Miller, Oklahana.
) mm mly ll, 18820 /
Father-Amos Bohanan. .

Mother-Listie Bohsnan.

1 was born in Bagie County, Chootaw Nation, on July
1st, 1882, now l!ecurtaix; County, Oklahoma.

My father's name was Amos Bohanan, and my mother's
neme was Listie Bohanan I don't know just where they were
bom, dbut I’think th?t they were torn in Bagle County,
there was no village or town there;{t was out there in the
wilderness, 30 I say it was in Englo“ County, where we lived,
md whers I was dborm. |

My grandfegler's name was Tushkahaya and he came from
Mississippi and located in this County. He and my grand-
mother lived there and they both died thers.

I t(lon't kngw whether my grandfather was in the Civil
War or x;ot, and I don't think that my father was in this
war; thgre were a good msny Indians joined the army I
uderstmd with the southern soldiers, and fought mme

i

battles with the southern amy; the only thing I can tell

!

E -

is what I heard after I was grown; the older people wuld
8it around and talk about what hard times they had while
in service of the amy; the most of the Indians did not

have anything when they joined the army, ard they sald
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th#t’ they had a hard time getting by, they would g with-
out a btite to eat for several days; they did not have suf-
ficient CXatles to keep them warm when it turned cold on
them; they haltx?lde horses and could not take but one quilt
with them and’they sure suffered from cold; they would
build up a big camp fire and sit up by the fire all night, |
and -start riding £ne next morning without a bite to eaty and
maybe ride several dcys that way, I never did hear them say
who their commander wasythey mgihee"é said who it was if they
did I don't remember it,; they sure ould tell it awful scary
t the children.I don't know whether they were telling the
truth to us or not. _
'During the war several tmgilies moved to Bagle Countyy
They daid that they were a bunch of refugees running from
the soldiers.. They told that the soldiers would take sny-
thing they saw and wanted. They would kill cat-tle, and :1:;

would éet horses they saw and wanted.  In fact they were

just mean and the Indians that lived up north of us (Where
the soldiers were mostly) moved from there and located some-
where or they ‘would go out into the mountains and stay therey,

Some of them built a log house and lived there until the war



was over. We Warenot bothered with the so&nera fop when
they joined the amy they went north, thoy'\ouldz?mge back
for a long while; they would come and visit the flamily and
& dack,
: Yo lived in a log house with a dirt floor. We could
not dbuy any lumber &% that tima, but after several ye;rs
the samnills csme in there and began to cut the pine, then
we eonlsl get some lumber and floor our log ﬁousea. There
_were no houses built out of lumber then--it was all log
""house)e chinked and daubed with mud. These were warm in
the winter and cool 1n the sumer.

During the war they told of haviné war dances. This ]
war dfnce was rulled off when some young braves had joined
the amy and were ready to take off, then they v.ould have
this dance tof them. Then they had scald dances. Whem a
scalp of an ememy would be sent back home, or brought home
by some Indiah aoldier they would all get together and
have one of thosé dances; they would build up a big fire

and hang the scalp up where they could see it and then they

would dance around the fire and the scalp, they would dance _

all night. After the war the Ipdiana did not have ay more

t
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war dances. They quit dencing about that time and have
never danced any more. -

After I was big qr;ough to remember tl-xin@, we had a.
hard time in getting anything to eat S‘uch as flour and
other food atuft. My father had to g to Arkensas to get
,flgur, sugar and coffee and other éroceries, Ve were not
the only ones who got our groceries from Arkensas. The
neighbors around us goi tbei\r groceries' ﬁcm there. They
woulci all get toge ther and geveral wagons would go, the&
'would be gone‘ for ;everal days, bringing what we needed
for a while, then they would go again. R

We 11voﬁ on a farm and raised same oornv-e;ll the: corn
we needed for our bread for we did not feed corn to our
ponies for there wes plenty of grass they could live on
during the winter without being feed corn, We ﬁeeded the

=%he corn for our bread and could not 8fford to feed our
| corn to .{:he ponies.

‘Mother used to mak:e meal out pf corn, She would put
the corn in a mortar that she had, this mortar being mefe
out of a post oak block squere on both ends, and which

stood on one end, The other end had a borlfn 1t, this
G T ;
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bowl was made by burning it with coals of firp, about 6

e
or 7 Affches deep sp that &t would hold” “r% smart of
/

©r." She wuld put the corn in the bow) end b& ¥t 1t

wtil she made meal out of this ’Ygis was about

the only bread we had téz/' we/ could not'get flour when w/e/-/
wen ted {t so we had to stay v/it/h/ our corn bread; she
) woul& make 6ther things out of corz;.

Sl?e would go out somewhere and dig up some roots ;rhich
she called in Chootaw lenguage Lokchok-Aht, in Rnglish 1t
woﬁld be called Lbﬁ-mtatoes. She cooléed 1t“*1;y boiling it,
a,nd it was.Just as good as Irish potatoas are now. At that
time we had no Irish potatoes 1n ract we did ‘not know that
there was s;xch a thinggas Irish pos&toea_ out 1he_re ‘I lived '
80 those Mug-Potatoes enswered the ssme purpose. She then
' wuld get another root which ax;e called 1t_‘ Rentek I don't
know what 1t would be called 1 English, the vine of this

root loaked like a Bemboo vine; 1t had stickers on 13 like
a Bamboo britr. This root had a big head and ahe 'ould
peel the ontaido of this root and slico the inaide, put it

on the house top and et it d.ry't: then she wonld beat it

J
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. 1ike she would com. It took some time to do this, 1t
- would finally turn into what looked like flour. She .
called 1t flour. When it was baked it eat nearly like
flour of today. It was good,t00.

¥We had a hard living in those days. We raised some
stock but could not sell them for there was no market

for them, and every Indism had stock; they would not sell

them either, It was not worth anything. We could not

get emough to buy a good sack of flaur out of them if we

s0ld. It wes mot like todey far the stock briigs a good
pri’ce now bu% us ;ndigns don't have any to sell.

My mother had a ﬁapinning wheel and a weaver., She
used to make our clothss, such as shirt, pants, socks .
end mittens. She made them out of cotton, then she wohld
get something and dye the cloti:ea she made but I don't
kn:ov 'lh:kt e used. When she would got them dyed, they
1ooke¢'at°ore bought ciothes. She vused to make them and
sell them to Indians who wented to buy them. I don't
know what she got for them, but I kmow that she did not

get much for them. No money at all, for the Indiens did
. N L

- 'not have any money at all in those days.
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I saw ox_u; Indiqn’ ball geme. It was beme'n Wade
County and.Gaines County. They did not have but very
little fight during the gmme; they had a pretty good
game; there was same fighting done but it 42d not -

tmount to much; nobody killed, which made 1t a pretty
good game.

I did not attend school but very 11ttle, and I am
unable o speak,,read or write hit very littie Engliah.
However, I om read and write in nv owm language just

- about as 'ell as any Indian in ny c‘lass. I am about
the average ;;1 my <_>1tn lenguage: of courae‘ there are
‘comev Indidns that are pretiy. well educated An English
who can't réad nar write in their own language ao I

think that I am about the average.

) I a:/n a full-blhod Indian I don't remamber what

~olan I belong to. I think nk though I am a six clan which
consists of full-bloods, I am an Indien Preacher,I am a
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and of
course preach to the Indians all together, bgoaﬁéo I |

. dontt nnders:tand Mglﬁh,’ and oould't :preach in English.

I em now 1iying about 12 miles west of Antlers, Qklahoma,

1 .
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