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April 88, 1937

‘I was boz'-x; at. or near w;:at is now 'huhkahou some time
1865, I have been told for I a1d mot know just when I wes
born but I.think that ii‘gm now sbout 72 years old,
A Wy gé@har'p name was Jones Hotaka, and my mother's name
wes Poséio Hofaka. but scoshow they gnvi ne the name of "Jones"
aid I went by the name of Janes. - They chamged that Indim
neme from' Hotaka to Jonés. for what reason I do not know.
They und near 'l'fulikahoma. Oklshome until thoir death,

My father was in the Oivil war, I have boen told he
served the war in the southern amy but how long he served
I am unablc to tell for I never 4id hur'unyt one iaya I was
told that they had a hard time during the war; thoy had to
780 'nhout anything %o eat for several dsys at 'Y tm; they
would kill wmy thing they found $o eat and roast u on the - = .
fire without any salt, nor 4id they have any bread to eat
with {t, I don't know who the cnptain was nor any of the
o‘rﬂo'o_:)- under whom he so‘r.vod. I have been told adbout
them bdut I ﬁﬁm: forgotton the names, .They used to say that
if they killed an enemy, they would scalp him and send the

soalp back home; then the people at home would ocall a dance,
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hang the scalp out where all could ses it, build a big fire
anﬁ 'prooeod,to d;nce the war foo. They would dance all
night around 'tho fire, This t oy dia overy time thoy got
'a scalp of m eneny all during the war, I waa coo smll to
asses the dance myself bnt they used to talk about it to them-
selves and I would sit and hq/ar their stories about ths war,
and I Auled to get awful -caﬁ;d.

My Mother used to makq corn breéd out of corneput u
into a Morter, which the Jndians onlled 1t "Eittihe end the
_poatle they used was called 'kittoah" It was 'about 5 or 6
feet long and had a bi round knot on the end of it, It was
pretty heavy to handl?/bu{ she used it all the time in making
corn bread. Hominy, /Emd gevoral other things she made, she
sure could make aomlq‘/ fine mal out of corn. That is sbout
the only thing we h/ad to eat, unleas my father went to Fart
§mith and got some flour, coffees and sugar. When we gott out
- of flour we ate corn breaﬁ, ;nd if we got out of coffes, we
. would parch corn and make coffes ot ot it. It used to miswer
the purpose and of course we likfd it for it was the best that
we could do., Some.times mother waxld go out in the woods and
dig up a root that they called Huﬂ;Potatoea. It grew in the

ﬁgrshos and was .about the size of a Irish Potatoss. She would
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bring this home gnd dry it and make some bread out of it, )
and same she would boil it like boiling Irish potatoes,

and 1t sure was fine, 1 d;n't know whether I ;ould'tind

any ﬁow or not roﬁdi don't remember wh;t kind of a root it
was. I can make meal out of corn by putting it in the Mortar
just like my mother used to for I have made loya of corn mesal ]
that way and that was about &ll we had t0 eat in my raising.
It lookslike that as old as I am I could tell lots of things .
that iappenod ;;ring my lifetims but I just don't n%ﬁember,

so this is about all I can tell you, ‘

= I never attended school during my life., At'that time
there was no school which I could attend. The schools started
in later years but I was too big to g0 to school, so I did not
go at all,

I used to go to samp meeting I~belahgod to ;ho Baptiast
Ghurch and we had a big meeting, as we called it, every three
mouths. They would come from everywhers in'the community then,
and 1t tooklota of feed $o feed them, but we hed lots of oattle,
hoga and the like so that ‘it didn't cost us‘ﬁuch to feed thenm,.

We used to have those Indian Crﬁa at the church most of the
time but asome times we would go %o the grave and liave the cry

thers. It used to be that when an Indian died they waild not
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‘hold much ceremony 6ver him at the grave but would wait about
,one year when they vogld set a date ro'r 'the mesmorial, =nd we
l;ould all go ovor‘and sz;and t;e night there, and the next day
at sbout eleveh oclock the preacher would call the people to-
gether and preach 1;he‘tnemorml..f;Q They wouljl gather around the
grave and cry and after the cry they would announce dinner
when -they would all gathaer arowid the to/sblo and oaﬁ, aftoer
which they would all go hom, I thﬁ‘ink that the Indians have
quit hav;.ng those memorials because the white s ople would
come and make fun c'>r make a show of it until now the Indiems
don't have them any more. »

I have heard chat my grandfather came from Mississippi
but I don't kx;ow any thing about it for t}zey d.idn't tell me

anything of the trip.



