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INTERVIEW WITH JOHN HARRISON (COLORED)

By
Le Wy Wilaon wecwceweu-Fipld Worker.

Historicel Indiax Ressarch Worke.
Joha Harrison anawersd the queations asked and volunteered

the following information. ' I

I was born in 1857 oun a plantation cwmed by Lioses
Perryman, This plantation was located near the present
inland tomn of Clarksville, Oklahoma or about eight miles
east of the present town of Haskell, Oklahoma and is
known as the Choski bottoms,

Perryman was & Creek Indisn and later his brother
Joe Perrymam becams a Creek Chief of the Creek Nation,

I now live near the prosent‘mt city limitas of Haskell,
Oklahome on the Haskell«Porter Oklahoma highway,

UOTHER www- Katie Harrison was born in Georgia and
was moved to Indisn Territory as a slave in 1837, was
sold on the block at a place umknowr to ne, shortly after
her arrivel from ths old country J(msaning Ceorgiasls Moae
Perryman bought Mothsr, Skhe is buried at Yahola, Oklshoms.

PATHER ~=-w= Harry Harrison was born in Georgia and
came agme time as mother in 1837, Perrymaz bought him and
later solf him to a slave buyer just before the Civil War

toock him away = and no one sver knew what becoms of him,
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LIFE ARD CUSTOMS BEZORE THE CIVIL WAR,

I don't lmow much about thimgs before the
War, only what Mother told me, She said she did
not have to worry about food, clothing, medicines,
etc,, because her master cared well for all of
them,

There was game of all kinds, aguirrsl, rabbits,

wild turkeys, §opossum, coon, quails, desr, etc.

The cabins on the plantation were construsted
of logs « st00d on end and soms wers ’laid horizon-;
ally with clap board.roofs, punchson floors, shuttle
windows and large stone fire places.

The slaves were made to card the wool and cote
tor and would apin it on ths spinning wheel into
thread and then reel it and run it through t.he loonm
and make their own clothe The thread was usually
dysd before it was woven., The dys was made with

-u;nac o and copperas which would make a very good
tan, Indigo was purchased at trading posts and all
shades of blue could dbe made, Sycamore and ged Oak

bark would make a pink or red.
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They made their own shoes on the plantation.
& cow hide would be freed from Lair by ashes and
would be tanned with bark and from these 996 hides

/s
shoes wero made as well as pleces of harness., Ais

thers was no ahoe nails, shoe pegs were whittled
out and the soles were put on with thess pag;.
The rest of the shoes were sewed together with
waxed thread attached to hog bristles and dya!n
through the hole that was made by the pegging awl
The provisions for the plantation was hauled
from Fort Gibson, Indisn Territory, Fort Smith,
Amkunaga;~and Coffeyville, Kansas, by freiggt wagons
owned by Mose Ferryman, who owned the plantation,
The cooking of their food was done in the
fire place with pots, skillests, dutch ovens, stc,
-Othor,instfumsnto about the fire place wars fire
dog, hooks, and tongs, Haster Perrymsn had &
cook stove in his home at this time, but like the

slaves codked their food in the fireplace a long
4

time before the day of his cook stove,
There were all kinds of wild fruit and berre

ies, Blackberries, dewberries, gooseberries,
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strawberries. mulberries, grapgc;/ehorriao, and
wild plum. //”/
Wild game was in ﬁ&ndunce. Wild turkey,
quail, rabbit, squirrel, mink, muskrat, deer, wild
pigeon, and -ong/gcar, and buffalo, The streams
were full og/f:;h.
Th c were plenty of nuts in the fall of the &
year.  Hiokory nuts, walnuts, and pecans, |
, Mother has told me that before the War that
the people as & whole ware living very camrqrtably
and satisfieds The Indians, Creek Indians had intere
married with the white and colored smd bessme citie
zens of the tribe and that they too were satisfied

with the full blood im this new land of theirs,

CIVIL WAR

T he slave cwners which were practically al}
Indians or descendants of the Imdimns owned many
slaves and nsturally theéy were not interested in
the War at ita beginning., They did not care to
take sides with gither the North or South until the

question of slavery aross, Moat all of the slave



/
- v . . oo~ \ €Y .5
ili‘m -Hlu ’v.\' 3 joll . Ll A'J‘:Ji PN S lllv

owners mhde a treaty with Albert Pike, Confederats
Commissioner to fight with the Souths This is also
true of many of the full blood €reeka. There was a
faction, however, that did not care to be bound to
the treaty and sought to take refuge in Kansas and
arrenged to éo there taking with them all of their
possessions. IEnroute to Kansas they were overtaken
and attacked by the Confederatms, They suffered a
great loss at the hands of the Confederatesa, and
they finished their trip into Kansas in a terrible
storm in the dead of winter, sick, dyiﬁg, and des~
titute, ?hey were very angry at the Confederates
snd all of them enlisted in the Northern Army.
There were some, however, who enlisted in the
Northern Army that staysd at home and if I remember
right they organized three regiments af the Creekas
and they wers stationed at Fort Gibsoa under the

comeand of General Blunte, Thoss who joineé the

Confederacy were also organized into regiments and they
wore stationed in the Choctaw, &nd Chickasaw Nation at

Fort Tashita and at othsr Forts in that locality under

/
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the command of Colonel D, H, Cooper and J, M, -~
KcIntoah, L

Mother and I were taken to Fort Washita
and finally to Texaa and then returned to Indian
Territory in 1866¢ I was about ten years old,
The negross were freed and mother knew nothing
more to do than to return to the locality im
the Indian Territory where she had lived, We
finally got back to what is now Yahola, Oklahoma,
I don't remember the road we traveled, but it
must have been the old Arbuckle road, I ramsmber
mother and I walked acraac the prairies through
the-high grass and we came to the Blutord’MIIIQr
ranch near the 0ld trading poat at Lee, Mother
went to work there for Mr, Miller and I helped
around the ranch as only a boy could do. We
stayed there about five years and moved to the
Cresk 4gsncy which was on the South side of Fera
Mountain northwest of the present city of Muskoges,
Oklahoma. I can't tell of any battles other tham ‘ »
what I was told after I grew up, by my relatives,

They have told me that the battls of Hoxney Spring

¥ : .
which g@n logated near the present town of Oktaha,
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Oklshoma, was fought in mid summer - in July, end
that the Northern Army whipped the Sowthern Army
and drove them back into the wilderness of the
North Canadian river, Many lives were lost on
both sidess The battle lasted from the break of
day until late that evening in July. £If you will
see my nephew, Jake Simmons, he has all the records
and can tell you more about the battle on Elk Creek

or Honey Spring, ( See the interviewers report on

Jake Simmons, )

——

LIFE AND CUSTOMS BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR

All of the Nations of the Five Tribes suffer=
ed sxtensively account of the War, The Choctaw, and

Chickasaw Nation suffered beomuse it was in their

_Territary that the Confederate Army was quartered

and lived during the life of the War and it was
naturally a drain on the citizenship of those tribes.
The Creek Nation suffered a great deal decsuse most

of the fighting and pilfering was dome in the Creek

Nation. Cabins were burned, horses and cattle wers
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driven off, Part of their land was takon away from
thenm dus t0 & confsarence hsl}d at Fort Smith, Arkansas
in 1865, thus reducing the acreage, For my personal
advantage, however, my folks who were slaves were
freed, and more too, the slaves became citizens of
the tribe and became ownsrship fn the lend as much
as the Creek theaselves and also, we enjoyed a part
of the tridal fumd,

.I$ required a number of years for the psople
to resstadblish themselves after the War because they
had to go about building cabins, schools, and
churches, In short, they had to do all over agaia
what they had done before the war. They were beni-
fited Py the railroads being bduilt through the Terri-
tory although many objected for fear it would proe-
vent them from retaining their ranches intact,
114 Indiens began to move in from Kemsas, Hebreska,
and célnrado. The Sac and Fox Indians came to the

Greek Nation. Part of the Creek Nation had already

been given to the Araphoss on the extrems west of
the originally Cherokes Natiom., The Sac and Fox

Indian later becams citizens of the Nation., Ve

331



PRI 2 N SRR AR 4
leil\xl;ui.zsv, ICI{PZ TA‘(J{-M{V-L"' " El 45

9 332

wera surrounded by the Delawares, Shawness, Osages,
Quapans, Senc@aa, and other small tribes in the Cherw
okee Nation with the Kiowas, Kickapoo, Cheyennes,
.Arapahooz, Comanchies and other tribes to the south
and west of us in the Choctaw, Seminole, and Chickasaw
RNations,

There was a great deal of trouble existing at
all times betwesen these wild Indians and it became nec~
essary for the Government to send troops into the Terrie
tory and rehabilitete their forts and make additional
" forts to house the troops so that they could handle
thess wild Indians from committing all kinds of law.
lessness, not only between themselves but others who
lived in the Territory, It required & number of
attacks on thea; Indiens by'the troops driving them
bask to their oﬁn reservation but they at last made
them understend that the Goveramsnt really meant
business and‘littlo trouble was experienced there-
after,

The country as a whole was of original virgin
state except for clearings here and there,

Wild gams, wild fruit, and berries,.nuts and

fish were as plentiful as they wers before the war,

-
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The population had not increassd to the extent
that these things would be destroyed or used,

Corm, Wheat, Oata, and Cotton were being
raised. They raised soms sheep and the cattle
industry grew immensly., From the 0ld morter and
pestls like the one I have shown you back by the
side of the house in which we ground our coyn and
wheat, as they did before the wary came the hand
grinders, horse powsr, and water mills to grind
the grain. From cutting the grain with a scythe
and cradle attached and threabing it out with
frails and treadding out with horaes came the
mewiag machine, reapers, and binders to do the
worke.

I remnber the first grist mill at Muskoges,
/It was located near the present signt of the Selby
Mills in Muskogee which is located bstween Callahan
strees and little Daytom atreet on North Cherokee St
It was owned by a man aamed Fbgomnn. Y¥r, Foremaa

constructed a large tank or pond at wiat would be



EaRK1oUi, Juil  IMNTerVIde.
11

now Commsrcial street, betwsen Horth Sscond amd
Third streets in the ocity of Muakogee, Oklahoma,
at the present aite of the Swift Packiwng Gompany.
From this pond he secured his water for the mill
to operate, later on he erected a cotton gin and
one day the gin broke down, While he was working
on it his arm got caught in the gin, seriously
injuring it, and he sold out stock, lock and
barrel and left for Texas.

A little north and west of the present
Veteran's Hbspital on Agency Hill was located a
grist mill and sew mill owned and operated by an
0ld German namesd Dresback, He also owned a saw

mill at ome time up on the Verdigrias River,

* OQVERLAND CATTLE TRADE.

Shortly after the war people in Texas who .
owned thousands of heads of cattle began drivin;
ithem to ths northern markets in Kensae, Minsouri,
. and some as far as Illinoiss The price of meat
in the northern states was very high due to the

scarcity of cattle. Thers were no railroads on
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which the catile could be shipped and they had
no other alternative then to drive them through
the country, and they chose to drive them thrdugh

o

the Territory becawse the grass was abundant,
nansly Buffalo grass, sage grass and blueiatuﬁ
grass and more too there wers a number of ‘Greeks,
Rivera, and streams where the cattle ;ould gacure

water. This method of marketing cat%ié started ¥

. in about 1871 and ceased in 1875, The cattle at

il P)
(\)

first were driven straight throégh'the éountry
without delay and naturally wheﬁ\thoy :;ache& the
) \

" market they were poor and unefit for human con=- (
sumptions The owners of cattle tﬁﬁé drivea suffer-
ed great losses and they would oftéi arrive at
Wichita, Kansas, or Albiene, Knnsasfgith what. is
knom as Texas fever and they would spread the
disesss smong the native cattle of Eanaas and the
people began to critize this method and would often
cause their herds to stan@edo end often times would
take some of the herders ;nd hang them whigh natur~-
ally spread fear anong.the hordors. They i%ﬁ:”

lost many cattle on these drivgg which wers §n

1 +
I . | ' \
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profitable, I mean that they died enroute,

As this aystem proved to be so unprofitable
they got the idea that they could start grazing
them through slowly and they started this practice,
From herds of fifty thousand head they continued |
increasing the herds until I would say before they
ceased this practice that it had increqaed to five
thousand head, This proved very profitable for
the cattle gradually became acclimated aﬁd with
the abundance of grass they would srrive at the
Northern markets, fat and in the best of condition/
After the railroads were built this practice of
grazing them through diminished and the railroad

began to handle them to merkete.

CATTIE RANCHES IN OKLAHOMA.

After the reilroads started operstion, cattle
were shipped to points in Oklahoms and placed om
the open rangs, Were fattened, relosded into freight
cars, and then to the market, These Texas cattle
were of all kinds and description and were of all

/
colors, Some were jﬁe old long horn type and some

/
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wore Mexican types In the early eighties ramches
sprang up all over the Territory. They were mo
fences and the cattle grazed at will and naturally
would miX¥ and mingle into cattle on verious ranches.
I mean by that, that these ranches would over lap
each other,

On each rench was a numbsr of buildings which
consisted of the owners bome if he lived at the
ranch and if he did not, there was a house whigh
the foreman and his family resided in, cook shack,
bunk house, sheds, and coralls, The goradl was used
noaﬁ%y for the branding of calves and yearlings.

3
1\

\ The employess on the ramch consisted of foree

» herder, wrangier, and a group who would care
£ ih;¥calt licks and etce. ‘The nihber of employess
was \of sourse according to the sizes of the ranch,
They ;ould have round ups of cattle two or
thro; imss a year, at which time they would cut
out all\ocattle that did ﬁot belong to them and
drive tham back to th@ir home range.
The \ranch hands as & rule were all jolly good
fellows enjoyed their work, Most of them despised

\






