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Research Worker . --•es

Interview with lie* Jake Simmons
aa given to L. W. Wilson, Indian
Pioneer Hiatory.

3

Tale interview covers a l l the Information known to Jak«

Simmons, which includes his per actual aotivi t ies and of that

revealed to hint by his parents and grand parents. His good

wife, Rose Simmons, assisted him as far as possible in substan-

tiating exaot locations, dates, eto*

Mr. Simmon8 states that he was born at Boggy Depot on

the Fort Washita River near Port Washita la the month of -ept-

ember, 1865, and that he is nan near 72 yeejes of age*

Hia irift Rose Jefferson-Simmons is now 79 years of age

and was born in the Red River country of the Indian Territory.

hia fether, Jim Simmons., came from Kansas and Missouri

in 1851 and became an adopted Cherokee Citizen in the Indian

Territory and died in the Flat Rook Country of the Cherokee

Nation in 1875. At the outbreak of the Civil War he was en*

listed in the Confederate Army.'

Hia mother Lucy Perryman was born near the old Vann

Cemetery, then known as Gatesville,/^dian Territory, and was

later called Ghoski bottoms which is about six or seven miles

east of the present tom'of Haskell. This was at the time of her

birth near wh t was knows es Mose Perryman'8 plantation and she
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is a half s i s t e r to John Harrison, f/ho i s of Negro descent.

Mr. Simmons i s of Cherokee from his father^a.sidei,

and negro from his mother's s ide And his grandparents were of

Cherokee and Creek descent.

MIGRATION BEFORE THE CIVIL ffAR ' .

The Creek, or what was known as the Muakogee Indians,

living in Georgia and Alabaam were assigned to lands between

the Arkansas and Canadian Rirers long before they were re-

moved to the Indian Territory. Some of them begin moving

West as early as 18S5. .This removal was necessary, due to

the white man wanting to s e t t l e up the present s ta tes of Ala-

bama and Georgia.

Most of the Creeks did not want to move for they loved

the land in which the ir ancestors had l ived a l l the ir l i v e s

and their loved ones were buried there, which a l so added to

their not wanting to l eave . The Creeks aa a whole were not

consulted much and fraud was used and t rea t i e s signed which

the Government f ina l l y forced and those who refused to go

were driven out l ike so many o e t t l e and made to come here to

the Indian Territory. The Creeks were very much peeved, die*

satisf ied and mad at ths ones making the t r e a t i e s . My grand?

parents have to ld me that the Creeks were so mad that they k i l l -

ed a fellow by the name of Solntosii , a half-breed, ifco was

instrumental in get t ing these t r e a t i e s s igned.
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A few of the Creeks, who oame at the instance of the

treaties-of their own free accord and w i l l , were taken by

the Government to New Orleans, Louisiana, and then by

steamboat up the Mississippi River and then the Arkensas

River to 'tebbers Falls. Indian Territory, and Fort Gibson.

Indian territory. Ibis pert of migration startSd in 1836.

Jn 1837, those who refused to go were driven through the

Country. This part of .the migration consisted of Caravans

and Wagon trains. They suffered many hardships, were foot

sore and weary,, ragged, tattered and town by the long treke?

••' much sickness among them and many died along the way and were

buried in un-marke'd graves. After they arrived here the only

thing they had with whioh to make a l iving was given to them

by the U.S. troops whloh was a f l int and steel with whioh to

start a f i re , a big eyed hoe, and ax, some corn and a few other

l i t t l e articles together with a few l i t t l e things that they

had gathered together whioh they had back in the old Country

(meaning back in Alabama) • They were moved by the United

btates troops, they had to go or die . They took their only

alternative, moved west, leaving their rich fert i le farms

back east. Many died of sorrow and home-sickness, even after

they reached the Indian Territory. My grandparents have told

pe that children were born on this move but that not halt the
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move in th« l e a s t , as the women was placed in the wagon without

delay, possibly only a day before the birth of the c l l d 9 while

prior to than she walked and marched the best she could, often

wading streams up to h>.r neok und when the streams were deeper

than t h i s , the women, together with the re s t of them, were put

across the r ivers in l i t t l e boats, , made sometimes of hollow

logs i f a l l of t e Army boats and l i t t l e sk i f t s were in use,

SETTLEMENT OF THE IRSiSKS BEFORE THK 3IVIL WAR

They f ina l l y reached the land of the Indian Territory,

but i t was much unlike the promised land spoken of in the Bible,

for i t was not one of milk and honey,nor did i t rain manna

from heaven.

With their ax they set about cutting down trees and build*

ing log cabins and clearing land Tor cult ivat ion* Some of these

cab in 8 were b u i l t of logs stood on ends, others were layed hor-

izonallyT —The—roofs-were^thetched (buTIIPof limbs and grace) ,

some of the roofs were made of clap boards s p l i t out with the

ax. They had no na i l s and these shingles or clapboards were held

on by laying logs at intervals to hold them.

Their crops were planted with the hot . They would dig a

hole, drop the c o n and cover i t with the hoe. Cultivation was

continued with the hoe*

They conceived the Idea of grinding the i r corn with what

we s t i l l oa l l a mortar and pest le* They would take a log about ....
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four feet long, diah. It out on one end and stand i t on end ,.

with the dish up and with the pestla or ram they could crush

th« corn that was placed in the mortar.

Their clothing was of skins and furs*

Their food was game, fish, berries and wild fruit*

Their weapons was the bow and arrow. The bow was usually

made from Boia De Aro and the string from a squirrel skin or

deer sinew. The arrows were usually made of swamp Dogwood.

The arrows were sharpened at one end so they would easily

pierce and stick into any animal that they struck.
r

Missionaries came with the Creeks and labored among them,

teaching and preaching to them but i t was hard for them to

preach the gospel because the most of them thought that hell

oould have been no worse than they had experiencode The Miss-

ionaries' ever trying efforts succeeded in the erection of

Churches or Missions, and-in these Missions was preached the
-

faith of God. These Mils ion a ires were of Baptist, Methodist,

and Presbyterian fai ths. The English language was tau^vt in

the missions and schools.

Roads were being traveled to the States. The Texas road \

from Fort ^ibson, Indian Territory to Texas. The old Military

road into Kansas and Missouri to Fort Gibson. The California

road to California starting from Fort Smith, Arkansas.
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The Arbuokle road from Fort §ibson, Indian Territory to Port *

The mil i tary posts were bu i l t in which soldiers were

garrisoned. Fort Coffee down on the Red River. Fort Wayn*

up in the Spavinaw h i l l s , now Delaware County, Oklahoma.

Fort Washita in the iirbuckle Mountains. You. remember I

told you I was born there . Fort Gibson now B'ort Gibson,

Oklahoma. There were other forts but I oannot

at this time.''

LIFE AND CUSTOMS BEFORE THB CIVIL WAR

Twenty-five yeers rolled around and the grusome times of

immigration and settlement were only related to the younger

generation and the older ones were becoming more reconciled.'

They had acquired, c a t t l e , horses, oxen, hogs, 'and some sheep,

a l l of which were raised on the open range. They had smell

v - •" ^ • •

fields of corn, wheat and cot ton . There were slave owners who i

had slaves l ike the s ta tes of the oouth. Many of the colored

race as well as the whites had married into the Creek t r i b e ,

and many of these mixed-bloods had large farms and stock ranches. ,

People were beooming educated in the Missions and by private

tutors and when they had finished here, many of them were sent

to Kansas, and back East to complete the i r education of higher

learning.

Most of the people lived in log cabins of one and two rooms

with a large f i r e place in each room. If they were two-room
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cabins^ these f i re places were usually bui l t of native stone,

sons had puncheon f lpors , others d i r t f loors, shake shingle /.

roofs, shutt le windows, and the be t te r to-flo people had frame

or brick* that was carted down from Kansas by mule and ox team.,

The people lived a simple l i f e , rais ing the i r food and maklx

their clothing*- They ki l led and 'cured t h e i r own meat, ground

'their own corn, atftton was raised for home use. ' Being no gins ,

the seeds were picked out of the cotton by hand. They had

their spinning wheel, reels and looms. Cotton was corded, spun,

bolted, and woven. My wife can t e l l you more ab^ut th i s than

I can for she and the women folks-did most of t h i s work. Our

clothing was dyed with barks boiled to a l iquid and the thread

dyed before i t was woven. Some of the barks used for t h i s

purp/se was Sycamore, Red Oak, Sumac to which was added a l i t t l e N

b^t of ooperas, the copperas would.keep the color fr&m fading

too badly. Coperas and Indigo was purchased i t a trading post.

With Indigo could be made any and a l l shades of b lue .

The people enjoyed, sports and would f i sh , hunt, dance,

horse race, ba l l games, rabbit chases, and foot races .

As. a whole the people were of nospitable nature and de-

lighted in v i s i t ing friends and neighbors, going to p a r t i e s ,

barbecues, camp meetings, *£nd should a neighbor be sick they

would a l l meet and gather his l i t t l e crop, build him a hou»e
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and do for eaoh other.

The population jjever grew so extenaively but whftt most of

the country was in i ts original condition. Wild game of a l l

kinds were always plentiful, namely buffalo, deer, bear,

squirrel., rabbit, turkeys, wild pigeons, .raocoon, O'poaaum,

skiinks, mink, muskrats, coyotes, fox, etc. You will see from

the different variety of game that there was plenty of wild

game for food as well as for furs. Skins and furs were slmost

a medium of exchange for household necessities and. food. Fur

buyers and peddlers would make i t to the trading post, and go

through the country and buy or exchange ijbsir wares for furs

and hides.

The atrearas continued full of al l specie of soft water

fish.

In Autumn, there was plenty of nuts, namely pecans,

hiokory nuts,, walnuts, and chinquapins.

Wild fruit and berries were also plentiful, namely:

blackberries, dewberries, strawberries, huckleberries, cherries,

plums, and mulberries. The culture of fruit-trees was l i t t l e

known on account of so many wild berries and frui ts .

Mission schools increased,^education improved and Bible

societies were organized.

I know that my people were civilized and i t stands to
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reason that if they were, the res t of the Greeks mu3t have

been and there was no comparison between them and the wild

Indiana wfaioh I came-in contact with in my l i fe t ime.

t

The beginning of the Civil War found the Greek Indians

in a very comfortable condition. Many white and colored

people had married into the t r i be and became c i t izens oT the

t r ibe . All the Greeks having come from the 3euth and many

being slave owners at tbe^tirae of the removal, natural ly

pursued the same l ines in the i r new lands. Slavery led to

the outbreak of the Civil War between the s ta tes of the North

and the s ta tes of the South, but the Greeks perferred to not

take sides with e i the r , remembering well how they lived and strived

in the years past to climb to the top to acquire what they pos-

sessed and the peace that reigned among them. The Government

of the Confederacy and that of the Inion sought to make t r e a t i e s

with the Creeks to f ight ei ther on t h i s aide or t h a t . The

Creek8 did not end absolutely was not persuaded, , They wanted

to have nothing to do with i t but as time passed on, some of

them yielded one way or the other . Most of the Chiefs or

agents of the t r ibe were southern men and through Albert Pik«0

Confederate Commissioner, made a t rea ty with one faction of

the Greeks to fight with the ^
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My father was one of t h i s faction to Join the Southern

Army and my folks moved to Fort Vfeshita where

There was another faction of the Creeks under the leadership

of an old Creek Chief named Opothle Yahola who refused to be

abound by'the t rea ty and started tq take refuge in Kansas. '
c * •

This very much angered Albert Pike and the Confederacy, be-

cause they thought Vt was this fac t ion ' s intentions to join

the Union Army but in fact they did not rea l ly want to fight

for e i ther s ide . These Creeks got a l l their earthly poss-

essions together, it* was along in the la te f a l l of the year,

I believe i t was in November 1861, and they started the i r

journey to Kansas. They did not have weapons to defend them-

selves in anything l ike comparison with those of the so ld ie r s .

They followed the old Buffalo t r a i l a few miles west of the

present towns of kufaula, Checotah, Muskogee, tVagoner, and

Pryor, Oklahoma, into ^offeevi l le , Kansas. Confederate Oolonels
4

D. E. Cooper, and «f.' M. MclntoBh, pursued and attaoked them*

They suffered Moss untold end finished thei r t r i p into Kansas

in the dead of the. winter in a t e r r i b l e storm, s ick, dying,

and des t i tu te . After reaching therein they had to Join the

Union Army and they were will ing for they were much angered at

the Confederacy because they attacked them. Some of my people

were among these Creeks and tha t explains why some of my
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relat ives of today are Republican and some are Democrat.

la 1862, in July, some of the Creeks Joined th«

Union ^rmy and regiments were formed under General Jaraea

Blunt and oooupied Fort Gibson and they remained under the

Union troops throughout the War. Likewise, some of the

* Greeks, and most of them for that matter, were with the

Confederate, Regiments were organized and stationed at

Fort Washita along with other troops of whites out of

Texas, and other Forts in the Choctaw and Ghiokasaw th t ion.

Raiding par t ies from both sides scoured the country, burning

houses, end cabins, driving off horse's and ca t t l e and in

fact destroying and demolishing everything they could find*

There were, only a few ba t t l e s fought in the Indian

Territory, that was in the Greek Nation. Near the present

town of Wainwright, Oklahoma, on Elk ^reek, was oaraped 'che

Confederate Army. I would aay i t was about half way between

Wainwright and Oktaha, Oklahoma, *'he Union rmy stationed at

Fort Gibson sent spies and located them* Bube flhilders was

the principal one of the spies and he returned to Fort Gibson

and gave the information to General Blunt and the Union Army

proceeded to close in on them* The Confederate Army was under

General ffilliam >->teele and General Doug Cooper. The Union

rmy had maneuvered to within range of the at tack and on tha t


