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Interview with ilx:. Jake Simmons
a3 given to L. W, Wilson, Indian~-
Pioneer Historg.

¥

This interview covers alllthe 1nformati\on~ known to Jake
S{mmons, which includes his persmal activitis:s and of. that
revesled to him .by his parengs and grandparents. His good
wife, Rose Simmons, assisted him as f;ar as vosaible in substan-
tiating exaot losntions, dates, 925;"‘ |

Mr, Simmons states that he was born at Boggy Depot on
‘the Fort Washita River near Fort Washita in the month of _ept~
ember, 1866, and that he is now near 72 yea‘i‘ss'of ago.

His §ife Rose Jefferson-Simmons is now:??Q:years of ags
gnd was born in the Red River oount:ry of the Indian Territory.
liis father, Jim Simmons, came from Kansas and Missouri
in 1851 and became an adopted Cherokee Citizen in the Indian
Territory and died in the Flat Rock Country of the Cherokee
Nation in 1876. At the outbresk of the Givil War he was en-

listed in the Confederate Army.’

His mother Lucy Perryman was born ‘near:the “old Vann

Cemetery, then known as Gatesville, /A%isn Territory, and was

‘later called Choski bottoms which is sbout six or seven miles

/
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.east of the preaent tom;of Haskell, This was at the time of her

birth near wh t was known es Mose Perrymsan's plantetion and she

P
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is a half sister to John Harrisam, who-is of Negro descent. f'
Mr. Simmons is of Cherokee tram‘h}s tathef‘sisida;,breek;
and negro froq”hls Qotho;;a side and his gfandpggbnté weré‘bt

Cherokee and Creek descant,

MIGRATION BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR

The Creek, or what was known as‘the'Muqkégee Inéians,
living in Georgia and Alabame were assigned to lands getween E
the Arkansas and Canadian Rivers long beforé the} were re-
moved to the Indian Territory. Some of them begin moving
West as early as 1885. .This removal was necessary, éue to
the white man wanfing to settle up the present statés of Aiﬁ-
Sama and Georgia, ’

Most of the Creeks did not want to move for they 1o§ad
the lani ;n which their ancestors had lived,all their lives
and their loved ones were buried tberé. which also added to
their not wanting to leavs. The Crecks as 8 whole were not
consuited mucp and fraud was used and treaties signed which
the Government finally forced aad those who rerueed to go
wére driven out like so meny ocattle and made to come here to
" the Indiem Territory. The Creeks wers very much peeved, dis=
satiéried and‘pad at ths ones meking th; treaties, My grandse
‘paéents have iéld me that the Creeks were eo‘iad that they kill-
‘ed & fellow by the name of McIntosh, & half-breed, who was

Lnstruméntal in getting these treaties signed,
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' A few of the Creeks, who came at the instanoe_ of the

tréatiee-qf their own free accord and will, were tak?n by
Itho Govemn;ent to Nowv()rle_ane. Louisiana, aﬁd then by'
at;aniboa‘t up the Missisaippi River and then the Arkensas
' Riﬁer to sebbers Falls, "Ind.lan Teyritc;ry, and Fori Gibsém.
Indien Territory. Tis pert of migration startéd in 1836.
;In 1837 ,i,thoeo’ who refused to go were driven ;:hrough\thn
Country. This part of .the migretion consisted of Caravans
_and Wagbn train.s. They suffered msny hardships, were foot
sore and weary., r?géed. tattered and towmn by the long trekes
’ nm'c_h si;imeas among them and many died along ths way and were
buried i;z un-markéd graves. After they arrived hers the only
thing they had with which to make a living was given to them.
by the U.S, troops which was a flint and steel with which to
start a rirg, a big eyed hos, and ax, some corn and a re;v other .
1ittle apticles together with a few little things that they
had gathered togéthér which they had back in the old Country
(meaning back in Al;abania). They were moved by the United
otates troops, they had to go or die. They took their o;ily
alte;'nativa_-.,moved west, leaving their ricl} fortile farms

back east. Meny died of sorrow snd home-sickness, eve; after -
they reached ths Indian Territory.d My‘gragdparents have told

%s that children were born on this move but that not halt the
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move in the least, as the women wes placed i.nw the wagc;n without
delay, possibly only a day before the birth c}f the ¢:rild, while
prior to th;n-‘she walked end muarched the best she could, often
wading streams up to hur neck snd when the /Btream were deeper
than this, the women.‘togethér #ith the rest of them, were lput
across the rivers in littie boats, made somet imes of hollow

logs if all of t e Army boats and 11ittle skifts were in use,

SETTL:M-NT CF THE °R&AXKS BEFURE THZ CIVIL #AR

They finally reached the land of the Indian Territdry,
but it was much unlike the promised land spoken of in the Bible,
for it was not one of milk and honey,nor did it rain manna
from heaven.

With their ex they set about cutting dom trees and duilde
ing log cabins and cleariné lend for cultivation. Some of these
cabins were built of logs stood on ends, others were layed hor-
{zonally. The roofs were thatched (built of limbs end grass),
soms of the roofs were made of clap .boards split out with the
_exs  They hed no neils end these shix_zglns'or clapboards were held
on by laying logs at intervels to hold them,

Their orops were plented with the hoe. They would dig e
hole, drop the corm and cover it with the hoe, Cultivation was
continued with ‘the hos, ‘

They conceived the idea of grinding their corn with what

we still call a mortar and pestls. They would take a log about

[ i
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four toét'long, dish 1t m_xt on one end and atand it on end
with the dish ui) and with the pestla or ram ﬁhey could orﬁsh
the corn that was placed in the mortar. \

The ir olpthing was of skins and furs,

Their food was game..fiah,ﬂ berries and wild truit;

Their weapons was the bow and arrow. The bow was usually
made from Bois De Aro.and the string from a squirrel skin or
deer singy. The arrows were usually made of swamp Dogwood.
The arrows were sharpened at one end so they would easlly
plerce and stick into any animsl that they struck.

Missionaries caeme with the Creeks anl labored among them,
tesching and preaching to them but. it was hard for them to
presch the gospel because the most of them thought that hell
could bhave been no worse then they héd‘ experienced. The Misa;
ionaries' ever trying efforts succeeded in the erection of
Churches or Miesiona., and -in‘theae Missions was preached the
faith of God. ‘fhose ‘m‘s"sionair‘e‘s were of Baptist, Methodist,
and Presbyterian faiths. The English lénéuage was taught in
the missions end schools. h

Roads were being traveled to the States. The Texe;s road
from Fort ,ibson, Indian Territory to Texas. The old Military
road into Kensas and Missouri to Fort Gibson. The O%&gpmia

road to California starting from Fort Smith, Arkensas,
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T@é Arbuckle road from Fart @ibson, lndien Territgry to Port o
Washites -

| Theumilitary posts wers built in which soldiers were
garrisoned. Foft Coffee down on the Red River. Fort Waypa
up in the Spavinaw hills, now Delaware Gounty, Oklshoma.
Fort Washite in the srbuckle Mountains. You. remsmber I
told you 1 wés born,there: Fort Gibs;n now Fort Gibson,
Oklahoma.“dThere were other forts but I cannot recall¢#hem
at this time,’

LIFE AND CUSTOMS BKFORE THE CIVIL WAR

Twenty-five yeers rolled around end the grdsome times of
immigration and settlement were on}y related to the younger
generation and the older ones were begoming more reconciled.
They hed acquired cattle, horses, oxen, hogs, and some sheep,
;all of which ;erearaised on the open ?ange. They hed smsall
fi;zsbrof cori;n;heat and cotton. ‘There wers 8sluve owners who L
hgd slaves like the states of the vouth. Msny of the colored
race es well as the whites had‘married into the Creek tribe, .
and many of these mixed-bloods had laerge farms and étocg ranches. .,
People were becoming educpted in the Missions and by private
tutors and uhen,tﬂey liad finished here, many or}them were sent
to Kaﬁses. and baok East to complete their education of higher
;earning.

~ Most o; the péople lived in log oabins.of one. and two rooms

with & large fire place in each room. If they were two~-room

4
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cabina, these fire places were usually built of-native stone, // )
some had puncheon flpors, others dirt rlqors}‘ahake shingle /-

/
roofs, shuttle windows, and the better to-8o people had. frame

or brick: thay was caited Qowﬁ from Kensas by mule and ox ﬁeaﬁn//’
The people lived & simple life; raising their food and mak1
:theig clothings They killed qnd'cured their own meat, grognd
P%he}r own»cogn, &Gtton was raised for home use. Being no éina,
the seeda'wefe picked out of the cotton by ;énd. —Ehey had
their spinning nﬁeql, reels and looms. Cotton was cordéd, épun,‘
bolted, and woven., My wife can tell you ﬁore abnut this than
I can for she and the women toiks-did‘gost‘of this work. Our
clothing wQs dyed with barks boiled to a liquid an§ the thread
dyed before it was woven.  Some of the barks used,for this
purpose was éycamofe, Red 0;k, Sumac to which was added a little .
byéﬁz; coperas, the copberas would keep the color from fading |
" too badly. Coperas and ;ndigc was purchaesed :t & trading post.
#ith Indigo oculd be made any and all shades of blue.
The people egjoyed,sports and would fish, hunt, dance,

horse race, Sall games, rabbit chases, and foot ¥aces.

- hs.e whole the peoble were of nospitable nsture and de-
lighted in visiting friends and meighbors, going to parties,
barbecues, camp meetings, énd‘shoul& afﬁbigabor be sick they

would all meet end gather his little.crdp, build him a houme

4
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and do for eaoﬁ other.,

‘The population never grew so pxtenaively but what most of
the country was in its originsl condition. W#ild game.ot gll
kinds were always plentiful, nngly buffalo, deer, béai,
squ;rrel, rabbit,’xurkeys, wild pigeons, raccoon, 0'possum, f

skunks, nmink, muskrats, coyotes, fox, etc. You will see from
the different variety of game thgt there was plenty of wild
game for food &s well as for furs. Skins and furs were alﬁost
a médium of exchénge for household necessities and. food., Fur
buyers and peddlers would make it to the trading post, and éo
Athrough the'cquhtry'énd buy or eicﬁange their wares for furs
“and hides.
The streams continued full of all specie of soft water
fish.
In Autumn, there was plenty of nuts, nemely pecans,
hickory nuts, walnuts, and chinquapins, )
. Wild fruit and berries were also plentiful, namely:
blackbgrries, deibérries, straéberrias,’huckleberrias, cherries,
. plums, eand mulberries. Thewculture of fruit.trees was litile
" known on account of so maﬁy wild berries and fruits.
Mission schools increased,:education improved and Piblo

societies were orgsnized.

- I know that my people were civilized and 1t stands to
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reason tﬁat if they were, the rest of the Creeks must have
been and therP was no comparison between them and the wild
Indians which I came  in dontact with in my lifetime.

)
S.VIL WAR

The beginning of the,01v11 War found fhe Creek Indiaﬂa

in a very comfortable condition. Many white end col.ored

people had married into the tribe and became citizens of the
tribpe. All the Creeks having come from @heyﬁcuth and many

being slave owners at the“time of the ?emo§al. naturally

pursued the same linec in their new lands. OSluvery led to

the outbreak of the Civil War between the states of the North
and the otates of the éouth. but the Creeks perferred to not
" take sid;s with either, remembering well how they lived and strived
in tbe yearé past %o climb to the top to a;quiré what they pos-
sessed aud the pmace that reigned emong them. The Govornment

of the Cénfederaoy and that of the _nion sought to make treafieg
with the Creeks to fight either on this side or that. The
Creeks did not and absolutely was not pefsuaded, . They wanted

to have nothing to do with it but as time pessed on, svme o;
them ylelded one way or the other. Most orathe Chiefs or

ngents of the tribe were southern men and through Albert Pike,

Sonfederate Commissioner, made & treaty with one faction of

the Creeks to fight with the South.
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uy father  was one or this faction to join the Squthern
Army and my rolks moved to Fort Vashita where‘i‘was bormg
There was snother faction of the Creeks under the leadership
of an old Creek Ghiet named Opo*hlo Yahole who refused to be
«bound by the treaty and started to teke refuge in Kansas.(
This very much augered-islbert Pike and the Confederacy, be-
cause they tho;ght 4t was this fection's intentiona.to ;oin
the Union Army but in fact they did not'really want to figﬁt
for either side. These Creeks got all their earthly poss-
essions together, it was along in the late fali of thé yeer,
I believe it was in November 1861, and they started their
journey to Kansas. &hey d;d not have weapong t¢c defend them-
selves in anything like compgrison with those of the scoldiers.
They followed the old Buffalo trail a few miles west of the
p&ésent towns of bufaula, Checotah, ngkogee, dagoner, and
N
Pryor, Oklahoma, into Corfeevil}e, Kansas. Confederste Colonels
" 'D. H. Cooper, and J. M, McIntosh, pursued and sttacked them.
"They sufferedMoss untold snd finished their trip into Kansas
in the dé;d of the.wintef in & terridble storm, sick, dying,
and destitute. gfter reaching therep they had to join the
Union army end they were willing for thay were much angered at

the Conféderaey because they attacked them. Some of my people

were among these Creeks and that expiains why some of my
- [

¥
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‘rélativea of today are Hapugliogu aﬁd some are Uemocrat,
In 1862, in July, some of the Crecks Joined‘tha
Union .ymy and regiments were forned under Generél Jame s '
Blunt and occupied Fort Gibson and they remained u;de} the
Union troops throughout the War. Likewies, some of the *
Creeks, and most of them for that matter, were with the
Confederate. dAegiments were orgenized and stationed at
Fort Washita along with other troops of 'whites out of
’Texaa, and other Forts in’the Chocfaw and Chickasaw Mt tion,
Raiding perties from both sides scoured ;ne country, burning
houses, end csbins, driving off horses and cattle and in
fact destroying end demolishing everything they could find,
Thers were only a few battles fought in the Indian

Territory, that was in the Creek Nation. Near the present
town of Wainwright, 0klahdma, on Elk ’reek, was camped ‘“he
Confederate Army. I would ssy it was about half way between
%ajnwright and Oktaha, Cklahoma. Jhe Union rmy stationed at
Fort Gibson sent spiles and logated themi Rube Ghildgra was
the prinocipel one of the spies and he returned to Fort G;bson
and gave the information to Ceneral Blunt snd the Union Army
proceeded to close in on thems The Jonfederate isrmy was under

General #illiem .teele snd General boug Cooper. The Union

-rmy had meneuvered to within range of the attack and on that

C
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_Jﬁiy morning,.Géﬁ;fal Biunt mounted on his fiery steed, at
the break of day, viewed the two'armlies now ar;ayed in ﬁoeition
for battle. i; was 8 glear bracing day, mellow with the rich-
ness'éf mid-summer. All at once a smoke .rose, a thunder shook
the ground, and a ohorus of shoﬁts, and groans yelled along in
the twilight air. AThus it ﬁaa’all day long whqrever General
Blunt went there followeé viotory and at lait toward the set-
ting of the au£ the crisis of the canfliét oame; the two armiea,
that of the Union and that of the Confbderates, gave thelir very
all ‘to crush their opponents. The Confederatea mere forced to
retreat Southward across the Canadian River into the darkness
of the wilderness, thus a victory for General Blunt commanding
the Union Army.

Later on duriné the war, the Confederate surprised a Union
Army wagoh train of supplies on the Military trail out of Kansas
near Grand river at sbout the piesent town of Pensacola, Oklshome,
they captured the wagon trein of ovef three hundred wegons and
8 large number of prisoners. This surprise attack was pulled

J

by Geperdl otand Watie of the Gonfaderate A my.

\ There W:Q a Confederate Fort ocalled Fort Davis west of Ft.
Gibsn on the north bank ,°f the Arkansas river. Generals Ltand
Watie, Cooper, and Gaﬁo occupied this Fort,

2 | gon't recall much that I have been told about Fort Davis
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but I.believe it was in the summer of 1862, it was burned by
General Bluﬁt Army'or.ths Uaion Forces. You see that was
anotgep’ enoounte%' inn.the‘ Creek Nation. It seems that the
Creek Nation had all the ﬂgz:ies and naturefly suffered
gréater losses than did the other Nations. “

"I do recall my father telling me that on accouqt’or
qﬁsanitary conditions, bothyanmies suffered immenéely from

£ . A

di seases éf smallpox, cholera, and other epidemics.

The Civil %ar was on iniwhioh the Creek Indians and I _
guess‘the otfier tribes would have not participaied for they )
were not concerned but werq,ggﬁjeéég gf persu;sioni It ;as
disasterous to them from start to tiniih,(ror their property
;aé destroyed aAd meny of them iggt their lives Qnd in the end ’
much of their land was taken from them. Their sla;%s wer; set
free which was of little loss comparfed with. the other losses
I heve told you abo;t. . ‘ ‘ s

“"RECONSTRUGTION AFTLR CIVIL WAR AND OTHER TRIBES MOVED TO THE TERRITORY

The closing of the war found the Qregk nation in.a more
pitiable condition then the rest of the Nation of the Five Tribes
}ha, as I have said, to tﬂe mos t activities of the war being
centered 1§ the Gréeg Nation. Homes destr .yed, horses, oxen,

and cattle killed or driven off, and besides adjusting dif- ¥

-
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terences with the Cherokee and Seminoles, a peace conference
_was held at Fort Smith, Arkansas, in the Fall of 1865. v
believe iht was in Septembsr thet year, All tribes were pre-
sent and they rina;ly agreed with the Government that unused
lands that bhad been theirs wo.ld hg made into reservations

tor Indians of Kansas, Nebraska, and other plaoeé and that

the negro slasves should be citizens’wq‘r the tz;ibes s right~
of=ways ‘granted.rcr railroads and tribal Governments z;et

up under‘ the United States’ supervision. #hen the lands

were given %o other Indians it naturally reduced the acer-
age and the negro évJ.so ackciuizfgg mmarshipﬁ in the land as

much as the-Creeka themselves and enjoyed part of the tribal
funds. Bach triﬁg&g&«certain understandings as to what ’
the ﬂa:;‘ﬁegrafwould get. After the Fort Smith m_eeting

it was taken to V¥ashin :ton and was discussed pro and con for
a long time before it was alld;vt;hraahed-qut.

‘ For ten yeays or more afterc the war people was very

\ - . )
busy building cabins and re-estabiishing themselves. Rail-
roads started 'uilding and the peovle as & whole were be-
ginning toureouperate ‘from the losses sustained by the Civil
Wiar.

Tribes of what we called wild Indians begin to move in v

to the Indisn Territory. The Sac and Fox came to the Creek
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Nation. The Delewares, Sha;neoa, Osages, Quapaws, Kews,
Pawneeé. 4nd Senecas in the Cherokee Nation»and in fact ali
“{he Nations of the Five Tribes got their part of the different
Indians from whence they ceme. /The Delaware and Shawnee
’ indian eventually‘becamq citizens of tre Cherokee Natjon and
were friendly end peacehble emong the Cherokees who adopted
them, and th‘ia was also t'rue of the Sac end Fox Indian i1.the
Creek Natiom. iher; was more or leaa,troubie all of the time
_ between the Kiowgs, Comanches, Osages, Cheyennes, Arapahogs,
and other wild Indians and it became necessary for the Gov-
grnmant to rehabilitaté their forts amd meintain soldiers
to suppress the uprisings and lawlessness, which not cnly dis-
turbéd them but kept ;11 of the other people in fear. Some
of these Forts iere Fort Cobb down in present Caddo County,
Fert 5111 near oﬁr present town of Fort Sill, Oklshoma, Fort
Gibson at Fort Gibsor, Oklashome, and I believe there wes a
Fort at the present town of Fort Dodge, 5ansas, that took
care of the Indians slong the Kansas line. Armies were also
stationed at other points in the Territory that I cannot re-
call at this time,
The soldiers at last eﬁbdueq and confined thew to ress

ervations and little trouble was expsrienced thereafter and
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at this time people started driving cattle from Texas through
the Country to merket them in Kansas, Missouri, and other
states. |

CATTLE  TRADE BETWEEN TEXAS ARD NORTHERN MARKETS.

I have from the time ,I\ was a'ling.le boy been interested
in the oattle business ax‘z’d”l nave studied it from every angle
from its beginning to its present day. :I mver did much farme
ing 1‘*;1 my life; that is, extensively 'ns ‘I have always worked
on the range and ranches and am still today en_gaged in the
raising of ’cattle on my miniature ranch of eleven hundred acres,
comparied with the ranches in my early manhood,

_After the war, cattle were ,vefy expensive on the northe
ern markéta end were scarce in‘those_'i)arts, while in A’{'yxaaj

’ ~

cattle covered the plain and prairie by myriads. There ‘were
no facilities to market these onttle. other than to drive thoé
through, snd this they tried by grazing them through the Ter-
‘ritory to points i~ Kansas. They suffered great losses with
their herd and more so when Fthev Tgxas cattle came in to Kansas
and spread what they called the Texas fever among the nati\vo
cattle of that State. The farmers along the trail objected
seriously to this method and went e;bout in a way ;xnlawtul to

stop it, They would seomtimes “tako the cow punchers and hang

them, and would cause the cattle to stampede in order to brsak
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up this prgotioe. The cattle were kept moving at first
with little halt, through the territory and those that did
get tﬁfgugh were very thin, foot sore end weary, and wer;

< !
anything but ready for the markat.

Having failed in th:s systdém they took to the 1dea
9f :;azing them a;owly through, éaking possibly eight or
nins months. ‘“here was pl?nty of Blue stem‘grasa, sege
grass, and burral; grass, and by slowly grazing them they
wo uld be'rolliné fat when they errived in Kansas and they
would bé fit for the market., This proved much more prac-
ticable, the cattle uoﬁld gfaddally become more acclimated
and be in the pink of condition. I have peen thousands and
thousands of Ehese cattle on the plains and prairies bdbeing ‘
grazed and driven through the land to markat to iichita,
Kansas and Abilene, Kanéas, where the railroads would handle
thems It was during these days that a trail.was‘ﬁlazed by a
half-breed Uherokee who had refugeed in Kansaz «nd started

selling goods and supplies that he hauled in.wagons to the

Wild Indiens on the plains between Wichita, Kensas, and the

Washita River. Hie nsme was Jess Chisholm and they called
the route he traveled the Chisholm trail snd this became
notorious to all the ocattle men because they followed prac-

tically this trail from Texss to EKansas. 1 used to travel

this trei% soms and would come into it at what is now known

209
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as Cleveland, Oklahom;;‘ Thie method of marketing cattle
ceased in about 1875 and ranchés were s;t up on tﬁé glains
on unassigned land, I meen by unessigned lands, lands
whioh‘had not been assféned énq was known and called Gov-
ernment land.

oTARTING 'OF OKLAHOMA CATTLL RANCHES

)

With the subduing of th? wild Indiens, buffalo herds
di sappearing and the railroad operating, cattle were.ahipped
from teias to the lndian Territory .and by 1880 r&nohes of all
hizea;and:daacription were in pro:ress. Tﬁesé Texas cattie
were of all.éiges and colors, long‘hofns, Nexican types, etcs
Some were w}ld and half-wild and many of them were branded
before ar;ival in the territory which necessitated each ranch
- mafntaining & brand record. Kach ranch had i%ts particular
raﬁge-and some of thess ranges over-lapped, like the Lazy S,
would over-lap the F. S. and s0 on, I will tell you of thes;
and ot@er ranchgsilater one - .
On each nqw'ranch were a8 number of hui%dings which coh- .
slst;d of the gupefintendent or forman’'s house,\oook shaoks;
* bund houses, sheds and corrals. Most of these dbuildings wers
L built of log and corral of split rail. i know of oue rancﬁ
where lumber was hauled from Kaneas to build a house for the Tﬂ;‘
: . \

 omner so_ihét he could have for himself a plank house. The

-
> « M ]
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lumber was hauled by ox team‘t§ﬁthe ranche.

- Employees on the ranch consisted of superintandqqt or
Foreman.'cow punchers, horse wranglers, cooks, anﬁ salt boys
who Eept up the salt licks. The number of employees varied
in accordance with the size of the ranch, '

e would have our spfing end fall roundup and the
cettle driven to their home range thet aid not belong to us.
he ¢ uld'tell the way branded to ;hbm they belonged. On
these roundups we would always taie the chuck wagzca along and

would be gone from home some two or three weeks at & time.

Ve cooked and ate at no particular spot, being just the t ime

- where we were caught end at night we would roll.up in our

blenkets and sleep on the ground. Got up at breuk of day,
get out chuck, in the saddle and stert riding sgain. All
celves would be branded and we knew ours from the rest be-

cause they would be folloyingﬂ%heir mothers that were in ¥

‘ our brand. Those that were not following the mothers of our

, . : .
brend but of other brands wbuld be driven elong with thelir

mothers to their home range.
/-
The range hands, all/ of them, were jolly good fellows.

/
They dressed picturesquely with large brim hats with high

/

/

erowns, a largs handk;fchier ar.und their necks, high heel

boots, shirts usually’ of some bright qolor and shaps over
- E v

¢
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their ?rouéers. /Thia was the oonrortab}e dress for the cow
punchers end each had its partic.lar part in a cowboy's life.
The hats w;re'used to protect them from the.rays of the sun
and they were beneficial in heading of? a cow or starting a
' bucking bronco. The handkérohiet which they wore about their
;ecks were often useé in caring for thgir wounds and those
of the Doggies, the high heel boots kept their feet from
‘slippiné through the stirrdp on their saddle and the shaps
protected thg}r trousers aﬁd legs from the whipping of the
* high grass which &t times wes half high to the :ides of a‘
horse and the ﬁeavy ghirta not only protected them from the
sun but from insects bites of all kinds. Little education
and refinement was among them. They loved to pley pranks
on each other and, not Seoause I was & cow puncher myself,
I am compelled to aa& tyai‘they were brave men, huted a
thief end a coward and despised lawlessness in ény form.

.The cattlemen formed én organization up at Caldwell,
Kandas along in 1881 and I favored it very much because I
knew fhat soon the Cherokee Strip and the Oklahoma COu;try
would be openea to white Bettiers,‘dde‘to much talk snd we
cattlemen bitterly opposed it because we knew it would $ear

up our ranches and bring the cattle industry to another degrse

of dissatisfaction, mekirg it unprofitable,

2
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I remember when only a mere boy of my first job on the

- ranch and for this job I was paid six dollars a month; later

on, 1 received ten dollars a month and so on until I begin to
f
know my cattle and becams a buyer and bought thousands of ¢

head for the rench where I was employed and by this meens and

.oy allotment; etec., I myself’engaged in the ca?tlé buginess.

I will tell you more of that later.:

OPENING OF OKLAHOMA COUNTRY IN 1889

In what is now Oklshome County end & number of other
co aties surrounding was & number of large ranches. People
came into this part of the Oklahoma Country because they

called 1t Government land end unassigned and 3aid they could

x

homestead ite The Government troops had their hands full

moving them off for & period of about five years and then in
1889 it was qpened to white settlers. mr perticipated in
this run of 1889 or other runs at later d:tes because 1 was

a citizen and like other citizens of the tribe 1 objected &=

well as the cattlemen. It was opened by Congress on April 22,
A ¥

1889, destgnated as the day it would be opened and people véme.

from far and near with covered wagons, ponies, buck-boards,

buggies and by train (the Santa F& railroad hed built through
the Oklehoma Country in about the yeer 1886 and this accounts

for those soming by train.) They had all kinds of conveysnoes

N

/‘M ¥
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and ocontraptions and camped along the line waiting for the
designated hou? to.coma. The soldiers firéd the cannon, which
wes the signal for the race to qpart; Esch settler knew that
¥he firet one to a certain poin% and drove his stake, it woﬁld
be his claim end he could homestesd it and lzyé there and own
it. It was a terrible reace, in some caseé,/ t waa pathetic

and in others it was laughable., There we;é cook stcves,

;
chairs, bedsteads, bedding and tlothing écatterad all over the
prairie‘as well asjp;eces of wagéns, uggy wheels and harness,
Their ho;seholq'effe;té wefe bounced out of the wagon as they
sped choss the crairie and thé 7égons and buggieé'and_hé}nASa
were torn up bi runaway teams/%gg horses. By nighfral} of that
day, there seemed to be somgpge.;ho claimed every hundred and
sixty acres in that vasat §r§ot.)
They soon étarted/yi;wing, planting corn snd gardens,

dizging wells and buil@ing log ocabins and in some inatanceg{sod
'houses took the plage of their tents, Tent City épreng up,
then frame build?ﬁéa and it was only & short time until Guthrie
was the 1arées§/fown in the Oklahoma Territory and ayentually
became.the'Cgbitol. The Government aooﬁ established land ofe
tices at fhrie end Kingfisher to settle digputes of the

settlers

/
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NEED OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE SETTLER -

In all the oxcitement and arguments ih congress of open-
ing up this.laud to settlers and the settlers meking the race,
they legrngghquickly that the lawec for the Indians did not fit
{nto their iire. The pecrple éa & whole were orderly and law
abiding but they nseded laws, and Congress forgot that. The
towns sought to elect Mayors, Police and city Council.
Elections were held and officers were elected. I could tell
a lot of funny things about these slections because they wer;
quite different in those days compared to what they are gt the
present time. At any rate, the& eleotgg their officers and
knew well that there weré no statutes £o back it up like
they had in the states froiu which they came. The next year,
1890, Comgress finally placed into effect what was knowh as
the Organic 1§ws; guch as, other territories bad lived under
until the® were edmitted as a state. The Organic law gave
them three branches of government, Executive, ngislative.
and Judicisl. The President of the United ttates appeintéh
at first a secretary to the Territory, three Supreme Court
Judges, a LegislatiVQ council and representative sll to be
elected for two years. During these next two years many things

" happened with the Governmsnt secretaries resigned, Suprems .

Court Juiges increased as,whll as other officials and at last
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'the Nebraska law was adopted. The white settlers had troubles
gll their own. Some could not meke & living on the places
and had to’ﬁive it up; others would send some member of their
. family back home from wpére tﬂey ceme to work and get a grug
stake for those here in the territory. Their menl consisted
mainly of corn bread, salt pork;‘beaﬁe and molasses. Schools

hed to be started, Churches erscted, wells dug and 1t was many
miles to a~s§ore or trading post, and if they zol any mail
onee a month it was sure luck, But-as time rolled on, they
progressed slowly but surely and of ocourse made it wh;t it
is today,. > |

DIVISION OF OKLAHOMA TERRITORY

i§ was prévided by the Organic lew that the Indian Ter-
ritory would be divided and in about 1881, it was divided and
_all the lsnd Egst of‘about the center line of the territory
drawn from north to south was called Indian_Territo:y and all
west of this line was calléd Oklahoma Territorye. 6t courss,
the Five Tribes including the Ssages,'Sao, Fox, Quapaws, and
other little tribes were in the Indian Territory. Oklahoma
Territory now had its owmn orficegs separate (rom the Indiam

Territory and some of their Jovernors as 1 rezember were

Gesorge Steele, Charley Barnes, A. J. Seay, and others, before

216
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statehood, the Capitol was at Guthrie and the Capitol for
the Indian Territory was at Tehlequah. The Indien Territory
still had its Indiens lews but the Orgenic law provided for
Federal Court at Fort Smith, Arkansaa,‘and the Judge of thet

‘Court was Judge Parker. I believe there was also & Federal

court at Wiphita, Kansas. It was in 1893, Congrees provided

3

for a commission, to treat with the Five Tribes to give up
Tribal Government and not hold their lands as common prop-

erty but to accept allotments of lend and become :itizens

o

- [}
of the United States, instead of Citizens of esach tribe.

=
n

This commission was known as the Dawes Comﬁission and” Henry

£4¢7

Dawes was the first Commissioner or rather the first Chairmemn
of the Commission. It took some time for this C&Qm;sqion to
boé;n to funotion, Surveyors came‘into £be ;eg?itory and be-'
gin to la; townships, towns and villages, etc; -Quite a little
while, I would say fiwe years,.after the Déwep Commission

went into effect before allotments were made. I enrolled. I
believe in 1898 and filed for my hundred and sixty aéres ié
1899, Each one of my childrean did likewise. I, nor any or‘
i;hem, experienced any diféioulty in proving up as we were all

born here and everybbdy<knew we were citizens. I enrolled at

Okmul zee, Indiemn’ Territlory._
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CHEROKEE STRIP OPENING IN 1893

The Cherokee Strip was opened to white settlers in 1893
and was héhdled in about the same manner as 1 have told you
about the opening of the Oklahoma équntry. The people were
eager then to gettle as they were in 1889. The Cherokee
Strip covereé the land which is known at present as Kay,:
Grent, Woods, W-oodard, Garfield, Noble and Pawnee. Now
that mekes seven counties doesn't it?. If it does, I think
that was what comprised the land with the Cherokee otrip.
Confliotiﬁg claims, quaf?els, dispukee, and lawsuits were
soemingly more noticeable to me in the Cherokee Strip run |
than that of 1889 but may be it was begause I got a ne;a-
paper “ftencs then to read about it.

The paoéle in tﬂe Cherokee Strip did not experience
the need of statute laws {n order for them to set up their
local gzoveruments, for Congress had provid;d for same.

These sattlérs had their trouble too. Like thé
’oﬁhers,rfhey had to build houses, start farming, buildiné
schonis snd churches, digging wellQ: eto. Their duildings
.were log, freme and sometimes the walls were of s0d ¢

STATEBOOD

The people just could not get satisfisd with the tere “

ritory laws. Theygchose to elect their own_ officers to rul

4@Pm instead of the territory laws, Pzopike out of the Ter-
I~ |
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‘;itory were sent in by the. Govermment to rule and did not know
o£ have any idea of the corditions that existed in the Tbrritdry.
As far back as 1891, peopl® begen to want the Oklahoma Ter-
ritory and the Indian Territory teken in as one great state.
. They quarreled ;nd fussed and fumsd around for a length of
time and soms wanted just Oklahoma Territory as a state snd
leave the Indian Tefritory.ae it was. The people continued to
argue not oniy here in the Territory but slso &t Washington.
In 18056, the Tribes called & convention af the Muskogee Indian
Territory(and while I think of it we used to oall Muskogee,
Arkensas Town), on'Augu#; 21, to fom & Conséitution for a
stat;,compoaed of Indidh Territory separate to that of the

Oklahoma Territory. Our Creek Chief, Fleasant Porter, a

5 —-~

neishbor of mine foryears and with whom I had been deer hunt-
irg many tiﬁes. was selected and elected President of tﬁat
convent ion and we had atcreek Poet by the mame of Alex
Pﬁ%ey tho was elected oecretary. Out of the Five Tribes 1
‘jéefléve all sent delegates ?o the convention, except possibly
?oéé. and I believe that the one absent was the Chickasaw
_Qﬁéﬁbe. Of course, Sequoygh wga a Cherokee and it was he who .
composed the Cherokee alphabet and, in order to pay tribute
t;,him, they voted to call the Indian Tbrritory the otate of

'-Sequoyeh and it was to have forty-eight counties. The result
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. of this convention was brought by representatives of §ho
Five Tridbes before Congress but for some reason they néver
atted.

Now y;u sée Oklahoma Territory wanted a separate state,the
Indian Terfitory wan%ed a seﬁarate state and neither one got
what they tried to get. In 1807, a bill was passed in Washe
ington to include both Territomies into‘one state and that it
should be called Oklshoma, Delegates from the Indian Territory
and the Oklahoma Territory met at Guthrie, Oklahoma Territory,
and both Territories did become one state. 1 have heard p;ople
say that Oklahoma became a state in 1907, but I claim it was .
1908 because the officials did not take office until “Januery.l,
1808,

INDIAN CUSTOMS

-

| The Indians food consioted of pork, all kinds of wild gaams,
b;;ad and hdminy grits. They%ﬂid tﬁei; cooking iﬁ skillets
and pot;.’ls3metimes it was on the open fire outside and some=
times in the fireplace until cook stoves came in.,

Thefr dishes and some of their cooking utegéils were made
6f olay, that is they mdde olay plates, cups, bowls, snd pots.
6ut of these di{shes they would eat their sand food and in the
pots they could boil food with acouracye. -

They made dyes for their clothing, asnd paints for their

' * faces and their ponies, by boiling down bark of trees to a
NN
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liquid for their clothing; and in this liquid they would stir
a certain amount of starch mnde from corn which made a paste -
they they would rub on their faces and ponies as they desired.
I have also seen them use certain rocks with which to make
paint for their faces. The dyes were usually made from
oak bark, Sycamore bark and various barks together with Indigo
and copperas.

Indian medicines ;ére made from roots and herba. Bone

set which the Creeks called Angelica was used for a puréétive

and likewise button snake root used for the same purpose,
Dogwood root and butterfly root including goldenrod were
used as you would use quin.ne to break & fever. Frost root
and a root they called Loctor Dick root ;Qs used as a medicine.
Mythicel msdicine was used at their stomp dences, and while
it was called "mythigal medicine” it was nothifig more than
medicine used to make them vomit so that their bodies and
souls would be cleanaéd before they sngaged in the eating of
roasting ears and ;a;bécued meats. I will add that they fest-
ed for three days be}ore they were given the medicine which
made them vomit. ‘Th; stomp dance which I attmnded was in
July of each year and was over on-the old S. F.’Ranch..

" The Indians were very artistic and many of thém delighted .

in the work of art. From clay they made pottery of all kinds,

b4
v

-
N
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ponies. cows‘: eto.. They m&de baskets of al 2 kinds “from the .
with dyes made from ba‘pka as I have. tol you oi’ before. I
'remembelr well that 1 ‘made my horse"& lars out of corn shuoku
by tsking a cow hide, tanning it, tting 1t to the size
desired and stuffing 1t full of
when I did not have a cow hide*tanned with whioh to' make - linea
with which to drive my horseq{ gsed hlckory bark. | Of course ‘
this bark would be out int?/ stripa and plaited. Rigddles,
ladles or somet imes oallqg{_ fanners, were mede from the bark
of cane, hidko_ry. or'white osk trees.

/

1 belong to the 7/1'e‘ek tribe and ‘that part of the tribe
[ 2 ‘ . N

-

which 'vaa known és/ﬂe Perryman tribe, even though my father
wes & uherokeo, m7 her was a Creek and I,?don t know why, but

I Just rollowed ;ﬁy mother s side ot the family. 1 auppose
/

\

though it was eoauae, when father went to war, mother took
_me to B‘pit Wgshita. You know as well ag 1’ that a mother had

mora £d sa?/ébqut the ohild and its raising than the father,

T I a'tended school some but very little }aﬁd"my eduoation‘

is limyéqd I migh/t aay. howgm that most of of my learning is
- .

-

A

. )factical ana ‘not frnm bqoks. 1 attanded the old Asbury Mis-

siyé later called the E'ufaula achool. It stood in the yard

m shucks. "I have many times, )

&
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ofumy mother, and my‘teacher's name was Mra.‘uclntosh. This
gchool no longer ;xists. 1 also attended the Tallehassee
Mission. Mr. Robinson had charge of this school and, after
his death, he was suoceeded by<Miss Alice ﬁg;ﬁ;ﬁi:?qwho in
later years became Congresswoman‘r;om the state of Oklahoma,
The Black Jack is located at present about eevén ﬁiles west
and three miles north of the present city of Muskogee. Dr.
Williema was a teacher of this school. Joe Perryman who
later‘hgpame the Creek Chief of the Cherokee Nation also
attgnded school in my mother's vyard et Eufaula,
When we would go oﬂ’hunting tripé it would usually be

—_—

for the purpose of hunting wild hogs and to have fun. Our
[~

favorite hunting ground was on the Verdigris river above

Wagbner at what we called the Childer's place. Another

favorite place of ours was on the Cimmaron river near what

. T , :
is now the present town of Red Fork, Just, out of Tulsa a

v

‘ short ways. ' S B
My parenys told me thgi befors the war they did all ét
théia éradiig at Fért Gibson, Indian Territofy, as that was ~

?ﬁeir nearest location but after the war end peace was de-
‘cléred and the negroes freed, wa used to trade at the 616
Creek Agency which was located on the uoufh side of Fern:<:
Mounfain shich is three mile; noéghwest 6f guskogpe.'aﬁiﬁff )

-
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hq@a, and near the present J. Garfield Buell country home.
There werae, at first, two stores at this agemoy or trading
post. One was owned by a Mr. Adkins;n\and the other by a
Mr. Patterson. Later on, two more stores were built, I —
cennot r;call the owners' names st this time. The Hotel was
run b} 8 oolgred woman, whom #e ocalled Big.Sarah. Big Serah
" fed end ;?ept both white and colored as well as the Indians.
This was 8 thriving little village and & number of families
lived t.erep some of their nemes wefé Peter Stidman and
Family, Simon Brown &nd family, Joe Davis and family, Tobe
‘MeIntosh and family, N;p Wisemen and family, and meny others
fhat I‘caggot recall but at the/§i§§ew averyoné who live§
.'thare., - -

The Creeks, Cherokees, Delawares, Shawnees, Sac & Fox
Indians were all very frienéli, mutual and agreeable aﬁoﬁg
themselves; but the Osage and §9manches, we jus% simply could
not get aiong with them,' N¥e never had any particular trouble
with them other than ggat they would gang up and stesl our
ponies and try to take our best @uﬁting grouand from us and
when we becams awaFe of the fact, we would chase them and .run

S

them back to their own reservations. Incidentally, the Osage

el
4

Indians owned some ol the best horses that there was ' among

o 2 BB B
e

¥ ) ‘ .
any of the Indians in the Territery. They would go to Kansas
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and at‘oal horses and if the opportunity present;d itself,
they would steal a stallion that was highly pred and would -
let them ran‘ge with theii' horses, the result of whiop would
be some very fine colts.

The Cresk Indiens received for & while ;art?r the war,
money which they called "Head-Right money.” Some of them
called it "Brerd psyments" and these pzmnent’; 'ranged from
four to twenty dollars a month. On account of the Az"aphoo
_ Country being settled with white settlers, I drew four dol-
lars and eilghty’ gents.

Other payments which I received on account' of settlerh
taki’qg different parts of the Creek-Nation, principally the
Oklah~ma Country, was in t\8‘90 when;l reoei@ twenty-nine
_dollars and in 1893 I received two‘ payments, one~fc.>r fourteen
dollers end enother in the amount of forty-thres dolllars.a'
Other then the allotments made to myself anci family, I do not
recall haviné received enything else during my lifetims from
the Governmegt. | | |

BRIDGES

On the Texas road at North Elk Creek wrich was near

the battle_grou;xds of Honéy Springs during the Civil War was

located a toll bdbridge run by 2 mem by the nams of John Mc-

22
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Intosh. On South Elk Creek the toll bridge was run by Mrs,

+

Lile -Drew. I worked for Mrg. Drew at this toll bridge in 1881,

A, BUFFALO TRAILS

The only buffalo herds of which 1 knew ranged west and
south of the present towm et‘ Iryor, Oklahoma., The treil lead
south fz;om Pryor through Wagoner, Muskogee, ’Jheco_tah, and thence
southwest toward the Texes line. It may seem strax;ga to you
but when I was only a bo& and was helping around on the _ranches,
1 knew theo chuck wagons cook oftentimes did not have woo’d with
which %o sltart'a fire amd cook their meals and they would
gather buffalo ‘chipa for this purpose,

RANCHES

The Mose Perryman ra‘nch was about seven or eight miles
east of the present town of Haskell, Oklah-me in what is now
konown as the Choski bottom And operated before tlie Civil War.
Mose Perrymen came ‘to this c;zuntry from Alabams end brou'g_ht
with him a number of slaves which were distant relat_ivés of
mine. %Ie handled ‘bei;ore the War some eight or nine hundred
cattle.' He branded ‘with aJ. P. - _

The Rid;r Fields.ranch vas located iz the Concherty
Mountains se.veral miles north end\west of the present town of
Ha;f:ell;\dkla'ho:na and handled‘ab'gut one thousdnd head of cattle

~s

yearly before the Civil War.

<

He like Mqae Perryman had slaves

- and cams to this cowtry from Alabema. His brand was I. X.
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Mr. Fields was the grandfather of Bluford Miller and in late
yesrs lote of the people refer to the Bluford Miller rench,
little knowing that it was the original Rider Fields ranch.
Mr. Miller continued to use the same brand as did hia grand-
father. I‘workoé for Mr. Bluford Miller ;s eariy as 1880,

The ﬂa;ia Bruner ranch was locaped near the pfesent,town
“of Ston; Bluff, Okléhama; This was after the Civi] War and
thby handled a thoufanh,head of cattle yearly and used the *
brand "B". . ‘ '

i Una McIntoeh hagga‘aﬁal; réhoh-near the érésént town of
ngaulg: Dklahdma,jané handled about six hundred head yearly.
I do not remember their dbrand.

Roila MoIntosh likewise had = small ranch near fhe
preseant t;wn of Euraulé, and hendled four(or five hundred
head of cattlgixggrly, I do not remamber‘¥he brand.

3 s

Before the Civil War Tom McFarland, part Creek, end

¢

from Alabama ang known to the populace as "Gow Tom" had a
raxvxc; on the Canedien river and handled four or five hundred
head of cattle yaqyl& aﬁf after the wgr he lo;ated Q rgnch
back further north and west on Cane Creeg an hendled about a

thousand heag yearly. I do not remember old Cow Tom's brand,

b

Before the Civil fdar the Dave Anderson ranch was logsted.

-

within the vicinity of the present town of Stone Bluff, Okla-
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honﬁ. and hendled only three‘ or‘four hundred head yearly.
dis brani was "A",

The'F. S. Rench was .looated about ten miles southwest of
| th% ,present Yown of Haskell Oklsnoma, and hand led t‘rom rif-.
teen to twenty-five thousend head of cattle yearly togother
with five or six hundred head,of horses. This mnch was owned
by F..S. Severs. I worked on this ranch in 1873-79 and €0.
The foreman ‘of thg Severs ranch; was named iLd Hart. E4 Hart
was ati’ogt the last fofeman on the Severs rench end married
one of Blﬁfgrd Miller's daughters and after marrying, he s&c-
quired‘ a part of Blufo;'d Miller rench and was known as the
Hart ranch. Some of the foréman of the ranch priaor .to Sd.
Hart were She}lton Smith, Red Neck Brown Aand ‘others. Ox;ly
a' boy while working on the ranch for Mr. Sevérs, 1 was sent
ocoesionally ’for the mail and it was necessury for me to
gl) po Okmulgee f‘or same. I remember Captein Belcher as beiné
the postmaster.,

The < auld'ing Ranch was loocated west‘ot’, the present
_ town of Muskogee, Cklahma, end handled seven or eight thou-
sand head of oattle yez.rly.' I do not remember tixe foremen
of thi‘a raach, but as I recall it now they branded with a,H.P.

The Lazy S ranch was'on Cloud Creek and wes owned by H,
P. Spaulding and they bandled from fifteexr to twenty thou- |

sand head of cattle yeerly end branded their cattle witk a
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lazy S. There were a number of foremen at “times like most

ranche"a'. I recall Jim Garret, Jim Spincer. and Al Todd.
The Spike 8. ranch was 1ocated on Cedar Creek and handled

about five thousand head yearly. Tkiis ranch started 1n about

ke
1873 and 1 think closed doun ﬁﬁ 1907, The owner of thfs ranch

»"’i " 1

was & whito men named Fort Sango. f’l remember Sango w?erey we‘ii

’ )‘y,;”/:' ;.f" t—;‘
because his brbther killed him over affaifs concornin‘g hié y N v
mfe. Coor v,
. . V4 ‘J{._“_:?;
pf:a‘ L
The Choler Fife ranch was located a few mf{}eg west of jfh, . mh}‘_
e .
preaent tom of Haskell and nandled seven or eight hunde ft,_r %

head yearly. Fife was a fullblood Creek, .his brand was C F. Lo

fw\
Captain Belcher, white man and Qne time postmaster et .
Okmulgee, owned & small ranch _near Ok:mulgee and handled four
or tive hundred head yearly. Hib bread was "B,

Dave Car ranch was located on Deep Fork Creek west of

Ckmuly e and handled a th-usand head of horses yearly., Dave

mes a fullblood Creek and his brand was D. C.

_Hugh ;&cﬂe,nny had a smal; ranch near the present town of
Lenryetta, Oklahoma and hendled seven or eight head of cattle
yeerly. HMr, Mchienry branded with the letter "H"‘.

A Mr. McDermott who helped to build the old council house .
8t Okmulcee and likewide the Severs store et -Okmulgea, merried

. e

a Jreek llndian by the name of Norberg asnd, after his marrisge

<
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to her, moved aix milps sast of Okmulgee and started a swall
rancﬁ end handled beéﬁeen eight hﬁnqred and @ thousand head

of cattle. yearly. His”brand aé M. C.

Judge Moq;o also known 48 ) B. Moore, who was ut one time

Tr%asurer of Xhe reek Nation an also one time Supreme Judge,

7
theast of Haskell and

«dwnéd -a ranohz{iabout three miles so

hendled abouﬁ.a thousand head year\ . His righi hand man

- \

; . 47 -zT ‘\\
«t on tﬁis raz}p!} was Det"Shith. Their \brand was a znule shoe. -
|

"i‘\
": 2 The Billie Brown ranch‘w&s*about h mile norﬁheaat of the

présent town of Haskelf“and was owned by Billie Brown, A

Y Ve - § ' -

Cfeék Indien, and handled ab-ut seven hundred head yearly.,

4

H'is br&nd~was "BeBo"‘ - %

1
- 2. . <

. .
W& \

. Bil1l Harvestor, a Creekﬁindian ?ad a small ranch some four
or five -miles northeast of the preaent town of Haskell and
handled”about seven hundred head yearly. His brand waes "H".

" He la£er_peéame a partner with wmr. Turﬁer~on a ranch on Pecan

-Crgfk, west of Muskogee, Oklshoma.
Gesorge Martin owned & small ranch northeast qf Forter,
Oklshoma on the Verdigris riveri This.was only & small ranch
and 1 do not know the brand. |

The Je’f Javis ranch was located neer the present’ 4own of

— &

*
*

Bixby, Oklahoma. This was owned by idr. Davis, and was a snaﬁl

; s
=,
/

ranch, I do not remenber ‘the brand.
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Geocge Perryman, a Creek, gwned a small ranch on Red Tork
neafftha present‘téun of Tulsa, Oklshowe. The Foreman of
thig ranch was Goog Childers. This was only a small ramch
end I do not remember the brand.

The. Clarence Turnef rench was located near the present
town of Beiand.'OKIAhomd:.on Pecun Céeek. He handled between
rfive and ten thousand head of cattle yearly. His foremasn was
Tom Cerey. His brand was Three Bears..

filliam LeBlanche and Bill Gentry owned a ranch west of
the present town of Checotah and.near Council Hill andhundled
gbout a thousand head yearliy. Their brand was a "G".

John Hdore owned a ranch near the present town of Council
Hill «nd east of Okmulgee and handled two or three thousund
heAd yearly. The Foreman‘was F;ank Selfridge. Their brand
was & half moon and & mule shoe "X",. ’

The Nip Blackstonq.fa%ch was south and east of the pfésent
town of Muskogee, Oklshoma, on Georgie Fork Creek and handled
" several thOg;Qnd ﬁeqd yearly. Their brand wss N. B.

The kd Halsell ranoh was loceted on Bird Creek north of the
present town of Tulsa and handled about ten thousand head_ysarly.
I do nqt_iemﬁhber the foremsn or theybrand.

The Blue .tar rench wes located near the present town of
Inola, Oxiahoma. They handled abcut eight thousand head yeérlé

Es

but I do not remember the owner or the b;ahd.

~ -

.

b
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Billland’iim Edgwood owned.a ranch about midway between -
the préaept towns of Coweta and Wagoner, Oklahoma. They
hendled four or five thousand head yearly. 1 do not re-
/meﬁber‘the name of the owner or the brand.
COR_TOWNS
Before the railroads were built, Cow towns were estab-
1@3h§d at the préaent towns of Co;;ta, Broken Arrow and
Council hill, ail in Oklehoms.
| EPIDEMICS
In }881, there was alamallpox epidemic at Okmulgee,
Indian Territory, and it came near wiping out the entire
population of tﬂia—villégo. They attributed the epidemic
to the Bill Fryer family 'who had moved into the settlement.
In the ear}ly ngs. head liee end-gieybaoks were very
annoying and hard to get rid-of emong all the people az;d
partioularly so among the army and ﬁ}OOpz.fhat ;ore stationed
at the Forta;. I do not know wég;her‘you would oal%\ﬁﬁis en

epldemic but you may take it for what it's worth,

BURIAL GROWNDS

The Elam cemstery located on Pecan Creek near the little
village of Elem, Oklahoma, There are several old graves. I
remember the McIntosh femily as being buried there.

- \

The Perryman cemetery or known as the Vann cemetery over

9 °
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in the Blue Creek bottom is very old and a ﬁdmﬁgr of old
timers are buried there. I remsmber some of my distant rei-
' at}vea, the Perrymans and the Burgesses, as béing buried in

this graveyard.

The Isparhechar graveyard is located three miles west and

3

a quarter of a mile south of the present town of Beggs, Okla- ___

| homea.. Chiél‘lgparhechar end nhis wife are both buried there.
| | FERRIES

The Qingo Ferry oross the Arkansas river north of the pres-
ent town# of Stome Bluf'f, Oklahoma, was run by a creek Indian
by the name of Mingo. ‘

Tne Leacher ferry crosaed the Arkansas river west of the
p{esent town of Muskogee and about one mile below Fern Mouatain.

The Nevins Ferry was cont;ollea, owned, and operated by ‘
" a Mose and ngia Nevins, This ferry crossed the Arkanssas
. river at about the present locdtion of the Muskogee pémp
station. This Terry was used considerably because it was on
the main artery of travel to the Netion's caéitol at Tahlequah.
I mean the Cherokee Netional Capitol.

Py

The Childer's ferry was across the Verdigris river about
four miles west of ragoner, Oklah.ma at the present highway
bridge on highway Wagoner to Porter, Oklahcma.

The 8cott Gentty Ferry oroésed.tne Arkensas river about

¢
1

3

prd

¥
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_one mile east of the present town of Haskell, Oklahoma.
" Inciden$ally Scott and his wife is buried about one mile east

¢

of where he operated his ferry. ;
The’ Googy Soogy ferry crossed the srkansas river at about

the presert highway bridge one mile south of the -resent town .

of Coweta, Oklshoma. ' n'

.The Robert - ry ferry crossed the Arkansas river north of

Wealaka or nortp a stort way from the present town of Leonard,

7
-—

Oklahoma.

fihat was known as the ﬁixby Ferry crossed the Arkansas
river no;th of the present town of Bixby, Oklshoma and was
controlied,lowned and operated by a man named Berry.

The Texas feer? bﬁd,l do not'know why they called it this,
was controlled, owned and operated by bimon.Brown. Tﬁis ferry
crossed the irkansas river northwest of Muskogea ét about
what is now known as the Spaulding bridge. |

The Tobe Drew ferry was up stream fram the Simon Brown .
ferry about two milesnand,was owned by Tobe‘Dréw, a Cregk

Indian. This ferry crossed the Afkansas river,

FI CING
FINANeING

b

. R ‘ .

There being no banfs ﬁéithe early days, financing was done

- principally by the merchants and in some 1nstauoeé by ranchmen
7 |

vhen cattle were involved. If a msn cared to bprrow money he

.
'
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would go to his mefchant and'orref.wha% he hé? as sécu;ityh .
and if his security was accepted he would n;i be given the
caéh money but wés given what was known as soriét,tranging

1ﬁ amounts f¥om 5 cents to $10.60. Thia'soript'was used‘ae

a medium of exchange by all the merchants within the im-
mediate vicinity. At & certain time the party who issued the
Ascript would recall it end pay the cash for it. <There was

a great deal of bartering i. tﬁis seript for oftentimes
pérties who had the acrift-would need the real money when

he was going to Okmulgee or s-me other point where the script
would not be recognized and naturally he had to suffer a ioss
to get the veal monsy by disédﬂnting it.

I remember well Spaulding script ss meny & time I have
cashed this seript at a discount, meking in some instances as
much as.a hundred per cent on the transaction. I femember
that.if I did not have cash to pay my'help at the ranch I
would give to th; employee a strip of paper about fhe gize

of a bank check and show thereon the emount I desired to pay

him. This employee would teke it to town and as he purchased

2

his food, e¢lothing or what not the merchant would write on the

€
L

back thereof his nape and the amount purchased and on his books

he would charge this to-me. W#hen the amount on the front of

the paper was taken up, the last merchant would retein it and

35
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wou\&\deliver it to meiﬁrowing that 1t was fully paid. By
this methad it required considerable bookkeeping, but that
was the only alternate. Other ranch men like F. S, vevers
did as 1. |
éHOST TOWNS
The old creek agency located on the so.th side -f Fern
Mounéain northwest of Muskogee is one of the many thriving
communities %hat heve passed ouf of the piéture. This
village also had & postoffice;
NorEh Fork town on th7/Téxas road near the bank‘of the
north Canadian rive is ng more. There used t6 be a post-

office here. e

Fisher town on the Texas road south of the present town
of Ghebotéh, Cklshome, on the s uth Canadisn river is snother

that 'is no more.

é;wTqu%ahome1 was located abcut one ﬁile éouth and mile
vest of tﬁe present town of Haskell, Okl&homg and handled all
kinds of merchandise wi;h & postoffice in connection. The
pbstmaster was E. B. Herris and the man who ran the stogé was
named Bradford. Later years Mr. Harfis acquired both the'store
and the postmastership. With the building of Midlend #alley

< An
Reilroad, Sew,—Oiclahroma, become & ghost town because the town

. of Haskell sprang up on the railroad at the present town of

<36
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Haskell, Oklahoma.

The Choski post was owned by C. . Turner and there was
also & post office at thia iocétion. Choski ép;t was located
gbout two miles east from the present tovn of Has ell, Oklanoma
end east of the hrkansas River. The building of Heskall, also
made this 8 ghost town.

The town of Lee was located about three miles nortn of the
present town of Boynton, Oklalioma. It was at this place
where.the Creek Court was held in a little one-;oom log Court
House with a black gum tree standi;g near by that was use& for
a whipping post. The Jﬁdge ofighe Court was Judge Read, a
negro, and he also operated & hotel., #ith the building of
the Frisco Railroad, the present town of BoyntoQ, Oklahome,

sprang up and Lee became & ghost tawn.

INDIAN POLICE

%ie had & number of Indian Police and the Liglhorseorgan-
ization was of ‘the most {mportant and I will tell you more of
them later on. I recell John iest, John Sixkiller, Wiley
MoIntosh, and Georde Nolntosh as being some of the leading

Indian police.

GREEN PEACH AR
" 1 remember the Green Peach #ar as if it were yesterday.

Some say that the reeson they called it the Creen Peach ‘ar
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. was because some of the people aoild not say Iapafhechar‘but
would say Green Ppacﬁie, and others say th:t it was at the time
"of the year thet there wes sreen peaches on the trees.
Isparhechar's party was wﬁat we wculd call today the Republicﬁn
party and the Checoteh Party was what we would thg UQmoorat
party. An election was held in 1882 and the the result of
that election was tﬁat the Checoteh party had teaten the Ispar-
hechar party and the lsparhechar party claimer that it was a
crooked election and would nof consent tq Sem Checaotah taking
office. I had been over to what is now Bezgs, Uklshoma, to
get a little money tgat was Aue égfon the .evers psay off. -
I only had four dollars and eighty gf;ts coming Lo me and
on my way back I took sick and sfopped in at M#. i%vers'
home and Mrs. vevers had my dinner fixed “or me. #hile I
was eating dinner a line of mean at least é'mile iong wes
marchingiég‘headed'by }Sparheohar going to Pecen Creek to
enlist all of the colored people that he could to join him.
Mrs. cevers aaid to. me, "Jeske we are goiug to have a war
just as sure as the orli." After 1 ate my dinner i mounted -~
. my horse and went to my Uncle John Harrison's who lived over
g Choski post which was about two or threg miles east of the
present town éf haskell, Oklshoma. When I came to whut was

later known as the Gentry Ferry, a number of Peoplé was there

building rafts of logs to get their household goods and women
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folks across the river. 1 swamﬂpy horse across the river
-and on. to my uncle's. I stayed ;here until the next day

and it was necessary for me to go ?o Muskogees on a bus-
iness errand and I traveled back across the river and thence

soutbeast cominig to the road on which the stage traveled §

at Pecan Creek ;Qd there was five or six hundred of Is-
paerhechar m;n canmedlfhere. I was rather in favor of Ispar-
hechar for I felt that they had been robbed of the election. {
There were talking as to whether or not that they should sﬁr-¥
render and let Checotah take office or die, and they decided
that they would rather die. I cam on to Sugar "reek that.was
down near the present town of Taft and 1 ran on to the Che-
cotgi srmy but I did not terry thers hor did they bother me
and I finjisched my tr ﬁ to Muskogee. The Isparheczhar and Che-
‘cotuh armies had a battle on Sugar Creek and after this battle
"they came ;ut on the preirie east of what we called Billie
Grimmet place and had enother skirmish. Scouts were sent

back to Cloud river on Juke Brown's place and made arrange-
ments or at least came to the conclusion that the Iséarhechar

amy would move into the territory of the Checotah stronghold

~ at the Creek Agency eand proceéded)fo surround Agency Hill and

“ were not more then two or three miles epart from each other

after they arrived there. They picked me up then (fhat is the
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Isparhecher army) and sent me as & Scout to where the Veterands’
D

\

}

Hospital is now and I got a letter and carried it back to
Isparhechar and the letter instructed them that they ehouid
disband and sdatter or the troops of the United States Govern-
ment woul? be called in to handle them. Lee Perryman with

the ISparAechar armmy finally took an ocath in behalf of Ispar-
hechar to Enot rebel. Henry Reed wﬁo was the Judge at Lee

took a numi)er of the men and sentenced them to the qhipping
pos>t. giving them fifty lashes apiece, and with this the thing
died down qonsiderable but 111 the \\1ato winter of 1882 Ispar-
hechar maul to Okmulgee end met §},’eéping Rabbit and they

again reozllalnized t Isparheohar/"farmy and they ﬁat the Che-
‘otah ai'n:y![of about sevea or éight}g‘&h\mdred men southw‘eaé of
Okmulgee an;d killed deventeen of 3h§cotah's men but Checotah
saptured Sleeping Rabbit and kille/di"him. In December of 1882,

!
the Isperhschar army netreated to tb‘t,e. Sac & Fox country with

about twelve hundred mén under what _Et!:hey oalled General Will
Robinson. Tgey were followed ty the E’!Checotah armmy but the Sac
& Fox would not permit !them to fight %in their territory and
at this éoint the Iapargechar army retreated to the Cheyenne
cowmmtry and stayed there until A:tpril. The U S. Government
stepped fn and took charge, captured Isparhechar end his men

and moved them in to Fort Gibson in April 1883 and kept them






