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WilSOﬁ. Lc W. ) e (o]
Reg,g_arch VWorker ‘ -

Interview with ilx:. Jake Simmons
a3 given to L. W, Wilson, Indian~-
Pioneer Historg.

¥

This interview covers alllthe 1nformati\on~ known to Jake
S{mmons, which includes his persmal activitis:s and of. that
revesled to him .by his parengs and grandparents. His good
wife, Rose Simmons, assisted him as f;ar as vosaible in substan-
tiating exaot losntions, dates, 925;"‘ |

Mr, Simmons states that he was born at Boggy Depot on
‘the Fort Washita River near Fort Washita in the month of _ept~
ember, 1866, and that he is now near 72 yea‘i‘ss'of ago.

His §ife Rose Jefferson-Simmons is now:??Q:years of ags
gnd was born in the Red River oount:ry of the Indian Territory.
liis father, Jim Simmons, came from Kansas and Missouri
in 1851 and became an adopted Cherokee Citizen in the Indian
Territory and died in the Flat Rock Country of the Cherokee
Nation in 1876. At the outbresk of the Givil War he was en-

listed in the Confederate Army.’

His mother Lucy Perryman was born ‘near:the “old Vann

Cemetery, then known as Gatesville, /A%isn Territory, and was

‘later called Choski bottoms which is sbout six or seven miles
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.east of the preaent tom;of Haskell, This was at the time of her

birth near wh t was known es Mose Perrymsan's plantetion and she
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is a half sister to John Harrisam, who-is of Negro descent. f'
Mr. Simmons is of Cherokee tram‘h}s tathef‘sisida;,breek;
and negro froq”hls Qotho;;a side and his gfandpggbnté weré‘bt

Cherokee and Creek descant,

MIGRATION BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR

The Creek, or what was known as‘the'Muqkégee Inéians,
living in Georgia and Alabame were assigned to lands getween E
the Arkansas and Canadian Rivers long beforé the} were re-
moved to the Indian Territory. Some of them begin moving
West as early as 1885. .This removal was necessary, éue to
the white man wanfing to settle up the present statés of Aiﬁ-
Sama and Georgia, ’

Most of the Creeks did not want to move for they 1o§ad
the lani ;n which their ancestors had lived,all their lives
and their loved ones were buried tberé. which also added to
their not wanting to leavs. The Crecks as 8 whole were not
consuited mucp and fraud was used and treaties signed which
the Government finally forced aad those who rerueed to go
wére driven out like so meny ocattle and made to come here to
" the Indiem Territory. The Creeks wers very much peeved, dis=
satiéried and‘pad at ths ones meking th; treaties, My grandse
‘paéents have iéld me that the Creeks were eo‘iad that they kill-
‘ed & fellow by the name of McIntosh, & half-breed, who was

Lnstruméntal in getting these treaties signed,
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' A few of the Creeks, who came at the instanoe_ of the

tréatiee-qf their own free accord and will, were tak?n by
Itho Govemn;ent to Nowv()rle_ane. Louisiana, aﬁd then by'
at;aniboa‘t up the Missisaippi River and then the Arkensas
' Riﬁer to sebbers Falls, "Ind.lan Teyritc;ry, and Fori Gibsém.
Indien Territory. Tis pert of migration startéd in 1836.
;In 1837 ,i,thoeo’ who refused to go were driven ;:hrough\thn
Country. This part of .the migretion consisted of Caravans
_and Wagbn train.s. They suffered msny hardships, were foot
sore and weary., r?géed. tattered and towmn by the long trekes
’ nm'c_h si;imeas among them and many died along ths way and were
buried i;z un-markéd graves. After they arrived hers the only
thing they had with which to make a living was given to them.
by the U.S, troops which was a flint and steel with which to
start a rirg, a big eyed hos, and ax, some corn and a re;v other .
1ittle apticles together with a few little things that they
had gathered togéthér which they had back in the old Country
(meaning back in Al;abania). They were moved by the United
otates troops, they had to go or die. They took their o;ily
alte;'nativa_-.,moved west, leaving their ricl} fortile farms

back east. Meny died of sorrow snd home-sickness, eve; after -
they reached ths Indian Territory.d My‘gragdparents have told

%s that children were born on this move but that not halt the
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move in the least, as the women wes placed i.nw the wagc;n without
delay, possibly only a day before the birth c}f the ¢:rild, while
prior to th;n-‘she walked end muarched the best she could, often
wading streams up to hur neck snd when the /Btream were deeper
than this, the women.‘togethér #ith the rest of them, were lput
across the rivers in littie boats, made somet imes of hollow

logs if all of t e Army boats and 11ittle skifts were in use,

SETTL:M-NT CF THE °R&AXKS BEFURE THZ CIVIL #AR

They finally reached the land of the Indian Territdry,
but it was much unlike the promised land spoken of in the Bible,
for it was not one of milk and honey,nor did it rain manna
from heaven.

With their ex they set about cutting dom trees and duilde
ing log cabins and cleariné lend for cultivation. Some of these
cabins were built of logs stood on ends, others were layed hor-
{zonally. The roofs were thatched (built of limbs end grass),
soms of the roofs were made of clap .boards split out with the
_exs  They hed no neils end these shix_zglns'or clapboards were held
on by laying logs at intervels to hold them,

Their orops were plented with the hoe. They would dig e
hole, drop the corm and cover it with the hoe, Cultivation was
continued with ‘the hos, ‘

They conceived the idea of grinding their corn with what

we still call a mortar and pestls. They would take a log about

[ i
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four toét'long, dish 1t m_xt on one end and atand it on end
with the dish ui) and with the pestla or ram ﬁhey could orﬁsh
the corn that was placed in the mortar. \

The ir olpthing was of skins and furs,

Their food was game..fiah,ﬂ berries and wild truit;

Their weapons was the bow and arrow. The bow was usually
made from Bois De Aro.and the string from a squirrel skin or
deer singy. The arrows were usually made of swamp Dogwood.
The arrows were sharpened at one end so they would easlly
plerce and stick into any animsl that they struck.

Missionaries caeme with the Creeks anl labored among them,
tesching and preaching to them but. it was hard for them to
presch the gospel because the most of them thought that hell
could bhave been no worse then they héd‘ experienced. The Misa;
ionaries' ever trying efforts succeeded in the erection of
Churches or Miesiona., and -in‘theae Missions was preached the
faith of God. ‘fhose ‘m‘s"sionair‘e‘s were of Baptist, Methodist,
and Presbyterian faiths. The English lénéuage was taught in
the missions end schools. h

Roads were being traveled to the States. The Texe;s road
from Fort ,ibson, Indian Territory to Texas. The old Military
road into Kensas and Missouri to Fort Gibson. The O%&gpmia

road to California starting from Fort Smith, Arkensas,
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T@é Arbuckle road from Fart @ibson, lndien Territgry to Port o
Washites -

| Theumilitary posts wers built in which soldiers were
garrisoned. Foft Coffee down on the Red River. Fort Waypa
up in the Spavinaw hills, now Delaware Gounty, Oklshoma.
Fort Washite in the srbuckle Mountains. You. remsmber I
told you 1 wés born,there: Fort Gibs;n now Fort Gibson,
Oklahoma.“dThere were other forts but I cannot recall¢#hem
at this time,’

LIFE AND CUSTOMS BKFORE THE CIVIL WAR

Twenty-five yeers rolled around end the grdsome times of
immigration and settlement were on}y related to the younger
generation and the older ones were begoming more reconciled.
They hed acquired cattle, horses, oxen, hogs, and some sheep,
;all of which ;erearaised on the open ?ange. They hed smsall
fi;zsbrof cori;n;heat and cotton. ‘There wers 8sluve owners who L
hgd slaves like the states of the vouth. Msny of the colored
race es well as the whites had‘married into the Creek tribe, .
and many of these mixed-bloods had laerge farms and étocg ranches. .,
People were becoming educpted in the Missions and by private
tutors and uhen,tﬂey liad finished here, many or}them were sent
to Kaﬁses. and baok East to complete their education of higher
;earning.

~ Most o; the péople lived in log oabins.of one. and two rooms

with & large fire place in each room. If they were two~-room

4
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cabina, these fire places were usually built of-native stone, // )
some had puncheon flpors, others dirt rlqors}‘ahake shingle /-

/
roofs, shuttle windows, and the better to-8o people had. frame

or brick: thay was caited Qowﬁ from Kensas by mule and ox ﬁeaﬁn//’
The people lived & simple life; raising their food and mak1
:theig clothings They killed qnd'cured their own meat, grognd
P%he}r own»cogn, &Gtton was raised for home use. Being no éina,
the seeda'wefe picked out of the cotton by ;énd. —Ehey had
their spinning nﬁeql, reels and looms. Cotton was cordéd, épun,‘
bolted, and woven., My wife can tell you ﬁore abnut this than
I can for she and the women toiks-did‘gost‘of this work. Our
clothing wQs dyed with barks boiled to a liquid an§ the thread
dyed before it was woven.  Some of the barks used,for this
purpose was éycamofe, Red 0;k, Sumac to which was added a little .
byéﬁz; coperas, the copberas would keep the color from fading |
" too badly. Coperas and ;ndigc was purchaesed :t & trading post.
#ith Indigo oculd be made any and all shades of blue.
The people egjoyed,sports and would fish, hunt, dance,

horse race, Sall games, rabbit chases, and foot ¥aces.

- hs.e whole the peoble were of nospitable nsture and de-
lighted in visiting friends and meighbors, going to parties,
barbecues, camp meetings, énd‘shoul& afﬁbigabor be sick they

would all meet end gather his little.crdp, build him a houme

4
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and do for eaoﬁ other.,

‘The population never grew so pxtenaively but what most of
the country was in its originsl condition. W#ild game.ot gll
kinds were always plentiful, nngly buffalo, deer, béai,
squ;rrel, rabbit,’xurkeys, wild pigeons, raccoon, 0'possum, f

skunks, nmink, muskrats, coyotes, fox, etc. You will see from
the different variety of game thgt there was plenty of wild
game for food &s well as for furs. Skins and furs were alﬁost
a médium of exchénge for household necessities and. food., Fur
buyers and peddlers would make it to the trading post, and éo
Athrough the'cquhtry'énd buy or eicﬁange their wares for furs
“and hides.
The streams continued full of all specie of soft water
fish.
In Autumn, there was plenty of nuts, nemely pecans,
hickory nuts, walnuts, and chinquapins, )
. Wild fruit and berries were also plentiful, namely:
blackbgrries, deibérries, straéberrias,’huckleberrias, cherries,
. plums, eand mulberries. Thewculture of fruit.trees was litile
" known on account of so maﬁy wild berries and fruits.
Mission schools increased,:education improved and Piblo

societies were orgsnized.

- I know that my people were civilized and 1t stands to
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reason tﬁat if they were, the rest of the Creeks must have
been and therP was no comparison between them and the wild
Indians which I came  in dontact with in my lifetime.

)
S.VIL WAR

The beginning of the,01v11 War found fhe Creek Indiaﬂa

in a very comfortable condition. Many white end col.ored

people had married into the tribe and became citizens of the
tribpe. All the Creeks having come from @heyﬁcuth and many

being slave owners at the“time of the ?emo§al. naturally

pursued the same linec in their new lands. OSluvery led to

the outbreak of the Civil War between the states of the North
and the otates of the éouth. but the Creeks perferred to not
" take sid;s with either, remembering well how they lived and strived
in tbe yearé past %o climb to the top to a;quiré what they pos-
sessed aud the pmace that reigned emong them. The Govornment

of the Cénfederaoy and that of the _nion sought to make treafieg
with the Creeks to fight either on this side or that. The
Creeks did not and absolutely was not pefsuaded, . They wanted

to have nothing to do with it but as time pessed on, svme o;
them ylelded one way or the other. Most orathe Chiefs or

ngents of the tribe were southern men and through Albert Pike,

Sonfederate Commissioner, made & treaty with one faction of

the Creeks to fight with the South.
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uy father  was one or this faction to join the Squthern
Army and my rolks moved to Fort Vashita where‘i‘was bormg
There was snother faction of the Creeks under the leadership
of an old Creek Ghiet named Opo*hlo Yahole who refused to be
«bound by the treaty and started to teke refuge in Kansas.(
This very much augered-islbert Pike and the Confederacy, be-
cause they tho;ght 4t was this fection's intentiona.to ;oin
the Union Army but in fact they did not'really want to figﬁt
for either side. These Creeks got all their earthly poss-
essions together, it was along in the late fali of thé yeer,
I believe it was in November 1861, and they started their
journey to Kansas. &hey d;d not have weapong t¢c defend them-
selves in anything like compgrison with those of the scoldiers.
They followed the old Buffalo trail a few miles west of the
p&ésent towns of bufaula, Checotah, ngkogee, dagoner, and
N
Pryor, Oklahoma, into Corfeevil}e, Kansas. Confederste Colonels
" 'D. H. Cooper, and J. M, McIntosh, pursued and sttacked them.
"They sufferedMoss untold snd finished their trip into Kansas
in the dé;d of the.wintef in & terridble storm, sick, dying,
and destitute. gfter reaching therep they had to join the
Union army end they were willing for thay were much angered at

the Conféderaey because they attacked them. Some of my people

were among these Creeks and that expiains why some of my
- [
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