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Ficld Jorker's nawme lMolvin Stites
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Tnis report made on' (date) 1923
April 20 1938
i, Name ' _
2 Pbst Ortice Addrusg'n' Brewer
. faula , Oklahoxa
3. hkesidence addresc (or locntion
4, D/JE OF BIATH: Month Day Year
] February 17 1888
3 Ilure of tirth
Sebastian County, Arkansas
0. Ilame of Fathcer Brawey Flecc of birtirepngsgee
Archibald willis
Ot.er ntfomnet ion atout father
7« Name of Mother Placc of titsanssses

Adelins Bland

Ctror ulermaetion alout mother

Notel or comrlete nurr:tive by the theld werker dealinry with the life end
story 2fF the —creon intervicwede RLTLr t£o Marual for sweestod suojects
ard jue. tions, Continue on tlank shects if necessary ard attach farmly to
this forme Number of she ts cttoched .
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Melvin ‘§_t‘1t°8"
Investigator,
April 80, 1938,

An Interview with ®r, W. H. Brewer,
Zufaula, Oklahoma,

1 was bom in 188C in Sebastian County, Arkansas

and in 1886 our family ocunsisted of Mouvher, Pather, two

"7 sistars and myself, 1886 was the year in which we de-

cided to coms to the lndian lerritory. The drother ot
my father, D. T. Bmﬁer, jolnea us., we had one riding
horsa. I don't remertber waether my father, or my uncle
rode it, Howaver, Mother anu we kids kept co:upaxiy with
our househc'd belongings in two wagons drawn by PRed"
Boldy" "Buck” and "Berry", two teams of oxen. Lng will 1
remember thém, For ysers they were my co.mpan'ion in labor
here in Territorisl day\a. SFor no good reason otlier than
that the oountzly looxsd ©od to us we settled at kameron,
now known &s Bokoahe; My uncle staxed on the 8;13116 claim
nith us. He god Dad clearsd the lana up, built our huuse snd
rlanted the first ocrop. ‘Mother Lhelped them,

After we became established we didn'y suffer any priva- '

tions. It's true as a boy, 1 thought 1 had hardships a plenty.

L 4
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What boy vouldn'% nhen he had to gather corn 15 freezing
wneather? My dad bolio\ted as d1d penyothers then, that 1t
wag best to wait until Nter a good frost to gather Fall
corn, Some old timers still believe tLis. It wes thought
that the frost would insure the corn agsinst weevils. Be
that as it may, I have anytning but fund memories of gather-
ing this late corn. The davs mould ususaliy be cold and gray.
Qur oxen wou.d siobber on ebout every other sar of corn. My
hands nonyl@ g8t s0 co:d and wet they would chap und bleed.
‘}t/,ﬁa;t is the darker phuass of my boyhood experiencs. Be-
. sidas corn, we mise‘d cotton, peanuts, potatoes, sorghum cans
out of =hich we made our own syrup- molasses se cslled i%,
d6 had plenty of chickens, eggs, hogs, cows ant.l puapkins,
These Lumpkins were getusred with the cornm end buried in it
until time to make pvies out of them., #e had pumpkin Vpies
as often as wa wanted them the year around. In the Summer
ti .ore wore blackberries on the pr iries grlors. Mother
d a fifty-five gallon barrel in which she xapt hLer home-
mde soap. This bsrrel sat in our S®Qke house. Une day, in
order to get out of reach of one of my sisters, 1 attempted

to climb the well of the SWOkshouss. 1 misjudged my foothold
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on the logs and £ell into M;ther's barrel of lye soap.

Ve left Camsron in i894 and cane %o Eufaula, not the
Euféula of Eoday but "0ld" tawa Sufduls wl.ich was situnted
two and one half miles east of the presant Eulauls. e
farmed, My parents were dovogt people. They didn't believe
in dancing. Consequently churoh‘aervioos, Sunday School,
prayer meetings, and sing.ng conventions, all of skich ware '

x

usuglly held in the schoolhouse were whet gave ms [leasure
as 1 grew up,

Yhen I wes sixteen in luv8 1 was converted>vy a laptist
pfeaoner and immediately dediceted my life to Christ and dis
cause, I was licensed to rreach the same year by thse %uraula .
Baptist Church, 1 begun to look arouﬂ§ for a plece to begin
my ninistery; 1 decided to come to the loculity now known as
Banna. Then, there was no toxn there at all und only s few
dwellings. I had a pre.cher friend of the name of ¥ill Ford.
76 were both young; 1 persuaded glm to come along to Hanna.
The da} ;é arrived at our new ost ‘he Fort mith and Jestern
Railway was‘bioning stumps off of nth xas later to be its
right of way. However, it was 15804 before the F.3.~« #. rails

were laid,

v
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As & means of support, #ill and I leased aﬁforty
aore fam rnd farzmed, e presched at various houses; we
held a maeting the first sumosr in 1898, 1In this meeting
thirty pecpie wars converiod and wmere loater baptized. Our
efforts nere blessed from ystr %0 yesar until in 1602, we
considered t'at we had enough Christisns to organizs a
church ; so ths Mill Cresx Baptist Church came ingto being.
fhe Church was located on the bank of Mill Creek ~nd most
6: our congregation lived alorg the cereek, too; henca the

naxe of tha church. Mill Creek is a saall stream on the

northsrn outskirts of Hauna zhich rups in an sastsrn direo-

tion. Ve naver buiit 8 bailding. The Method ia$ Church of

Banna was built in 1905,

rd
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There wos seldom ever a disturbance at any church service.

Neighbor men saw that* . ~t was maintained.

In 1904 the P, S. & . Faila -ent through Hanna snd the

people who followed shaped Hanne :n.0 mors of . semblance of

8 tomn, espsoisily from a couparcisl angle. A man from Cali-

fornia bought up most of thea leuses «nd resvld them. The

town at first formed on the lower side (north) of the tracks.

This lend was less valuable, being on a lower lsvel, tuan the

)
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land south of the tracks- the present site of all present
Hpnna's busineas houses and wmost of her resldential seatton.

Mr. John Depue and Mr. Julian Gurrett wmere the first two
mon to erect a ;toro building,. Tbiai;;orc weg the first one
in Hanna, The Garretts wero.tne firet family to take up
permansnt regidenoo‘in what is now the oity iimits of Harna.

ln the ysars from 13068 t© '0¢,1 workad as a clerk for
Garrett and vepue, 1 preached 53 often as I could. Wiil Foxd
had gone to the west of Hanna to preach and farm.

The Garrett;Dopuo store was a reokat store srecisiizing
in notiena,drugs,and 6'and 10, cent artviciss besides a ébﬁartl
norcbendiss line.

-\ drunk-éraned Indian wobbled into the store one day and
‘1 saw that he »as dangsrousa. I was uﬁarmod eand so0 I picisd up
& soale weight intend ing to knook the Indisn unconscious sith
it. I wes easing around t0 & place vwhere, if. . miss~d 1 wouldn't
breek out the glass front to the store. A sober intelligsnt
Indian happened ta look in st the woor. Le siippsc up behind
the &razy Indisn and grebbed him; I tried to get his gun., I

only got a hold of the gun when thé vrazy-drunx jerked Loose

-
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from ny helper. The 1attyr ran away leaving me with a
more or less precarious h/md on the orazy lndian's gun. We
tussled the full lengtn of the stors until we were opposite
a box that wus sabout as wide us my opponont. I saw an op-
portunity in the faot. 1 lowered my head and buttad the
Indian in the pit of the stomach at th.o sam8 time tighten-
ing my grip on hu; gun. He perted frum the gums &nd sac
bimself into the narrow confines of the dry goods box; try
as he couid he cou.dn't got himself free of it, The "lax"
caums after him,

I reduii apother ty,ical incident tlat happened in 1908,
1 was still & clork in the Carrett Depue store, The judge

[

of tanna- Jyige Hulse had his office :n the bacx of the store
at that tige. ’

At two o'clock one sumner Ssturday afternoon, a trial
vas scheduled in the Juc.igo's office. A few pinutes before
two o0'clocx the shariff Welter abbot, and his deputy , Jack
Youser, arraigned gho culprits bYefore the Judge. There wasn't
any Jjail at Hanna*t’:;en; lookirg his .risvners to a chain was
the only way the sheriff had of holding them. The prisonsrs

vhom 1 remsmber wers lOocked $0 a chain. I was in front
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looking after the store, when I heard an awful commotion
in the Judge's office. I hurried back to see what was
happening. It was the beginning of a "free for all"™ %that
fairly rochd the freme building before it was ernded.

Someons- not & prisoner, but otherwise connsoted with
the ocase had said somthing which enother man didn't like; =0
the fight began. 1 stood peeping in 8t the door being casreful
to avoid all objects in the air., In the very thick of it, the
prisoners, still locked io the chain and it olanking as loud

as the devi) , were doing their best to offend and deft'and.



