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Journalist, BHaszel B. Gre¢ene,
April 22, 1938.

Interview with Mrs. Alice McCann-Armstrong-
" ' Braockets, - .
Boswell, Oklehoma.

~

My father, J. H. McCann,wss a Tennes:een ;ai:;! I wes
born Fedbruary 24, 1890 in Nashville, Tennessee. I was
just a little thing when we went by wagon from Neshville,
Tennesses, to .Chi;ota. Texas. Papa had elways "sawmilled”
and had good teams and maybe we had more than one w.egon.
but about all I remember sbout the trip was driving the
wagon up on the doat to cross the Mississippi Rilver.‘
e gtayed over in Texas & few yesrs and I was atill 1little
when Father decided to move over intc the Indian i‘e}rifory.
So he loaded wp about two wegons with us and snother family
end our bousebold goods end Ht&n more wegons with lumber
end hitched oxen to them and we struck out for the Indian
’fbrritory.‘ I remember we had a 1li ttle Jersey cow, our - -
mileh cow, and she would not lead behind the wagen, soc Papa
yoked her with an extra ox he had and put them to one of
the wagons and she walked right slong then. We ceme over \

on & log wagon. It was in the late summer and the gra:zs
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was a3 high as the wagon bed. It was the prettignt sight

I eve; aaw; Ail thrt tall gfeaa waving and the tfoos and
flowers., fie were thrilled ecstatic. Ve had to esmp out
one night, then we children got scered. de just expegéed
the Indians to come and scalp us eny minute, #Xe could
hear the owls hooting and the froges hollering, but after a
w%ile when nothing had happened we gotlovvr our fright and.
sat sround the fire snd roasted peanﬁts until late badtime.
A ¥e were too excited to ihiank of going to sleep for & long
timé. But ir the day time we hsd the most fun riding in
the log wegon drswn by oxen. I cannot recali the neme

of the other.family. Jut aeyway wo:cmne/pn over and put
up two tents and a smoke hogaef’and lived in those until
Papa got our house‘built. You see he had)brogght five

- B &
loads of lumber with us when we csme =nd he put up the
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first residence that was ever b&ilt in the town of Boeyoll.
That house is standing today. . story and & half high.

I guess there ver; hundreds of tents. There xere restsursats
in tents, rooming houses in tents, or so thej c¢elled them.
They were simply cot: put up in tents and rented out, ~

mainly to workers on the new railroed that was being
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surveyed for and the dump deing built for {t. Paps put
up his house & little at & time so that {¢t was cold
‘weather when we rot moved into it end in that house
B;other John Crein, a Baptist minister, orgenized the
first Beptist Church in the tosn wffﬁ‘twelve cherter
members, and they met there regularly until s little
~oxed church could be built. The barder shops sand ™
stores were in tents. '

| I remember shen we first ceme over here there werse
trees and lots of underbrush)oi amall bushes just thick
a;a one day out clogé to our tents my litple si atar
end I were making & play house. There were so many
toughs thet our i:amnte didn't let'uz out of aiglit for
very long at the time;u So Pape oslled me. Xlinor
ansv;red and seid, fﬂbrn we are,.Papan out in the.
bushes but we have not found any money growing on them
. yef”." "Iha‘»t wes what we ha;S heard our older folks say,
that money Jjust grew oﬁ bushes aver in the Indian
Terri tory, end my fother and;?y nother'Q brothke r, MHose

dilson, came over here to make money in the furntture

business. They put in a furni ture store and 4id make

~
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monoy.t’or & while, then Pepas went dack to "sawmilling"
near Sheky Springs sbout three miles south of Boswell.
Sheky Svprings is the wonder spot of Chctaw County. One
oan stand end shake the ground around a large srea close
to the springs and one ‘oan teke & ohink of wood and put .
it in some plsces in the ‘sand a'nd it will grsduslly go
“alesr out of sdght. There is a dance .pmnan. there now
and people go there pionicking.

Je lived in a coszxp'le of tents ond in the amoke house
until the‘hoine was built gnd I fm_xember one night a

L

dance was going on about two blocks away from us and we
heard 8 commotion and shots and sa;e fellow running his
horse and shooting and Jyelling. The dance was on the
bare ground floor of Bill Downinghs blacksmith shop and *
a fellow was killed the tl';tz,t night and the man running
off wes the killer but nbbody dsred to go after him.

Ng didn’'t attend any 5 he dances. And kxillings were of

almost weekly occurrence. They were so common that I

¥,

don't even rememder the name of that man who was killed

that night but I remember seeing the streets laid cut and
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trees cut and stumps being blasted out. Now that was
before the railroad maolvxcd:ﬁ’Bo’é-en. Thet 'was in ‘the

Fall of 1900. The first doctor in Boswell was Dr. Lynch.
He came from Mayhew there. I remember when a little girl
twelve yeers old died, she was Katie Downing, dsughter

of Bi1l Downing, the bdblacksmith. They just took her ocut
and duried her in a2 nice spot and that was the baginniagg:\
of the cemetery. 'n;e city bought the plot after she was
buried there.

The first justice of the pesce was Sam Dorning and
my father, J. H. Hcc;enn, was the firas xayor and Miss Core
Simrmons, first post mistress. I cannot rememdber who the
first ¢ity marshal was. I do reeczll dfmly f’apa tak;ng
us dowmn to see the first train come througn the town.
Fverybody in town was there. And once & Trumor wes out
tie t the Snake Indians were going to raid the tomn 2
run the =hits people out and durn the town. And that
very night fire broke out. Those days the signal or

fire alarm wa\s the shooting of guns. Some one began

shooting guns

S
That house sim ly-burned to the ground decause everydbody

) J
as a2 fire alerm but nodbody went to that fire.

» i
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waes at home hiding because they thought it was the Snake
Indians. The Snake Indianz'nover came on 8 rsid though.
#11lismson & Biocker built the first drick building ond
put in a general merchandise sto¥e. S, C. Boswell went
in with them and it was called the Boswell sture then.

In 1903 Mrs. Tom Yeager started & subseription school
in bor home and she hed so msny pupils that they had to
take turn shout aitting at th> desks vhile others set on
tpe stair steps. They sat at the desks to rest after
sitting on the stairs. I finished the Seventh grede and
got married at fourteen. I became & notter when [ was
fifteen and e‘halr years o0ld snd went back to school and
finished the Tenth grade. I married Louis Armstrong.

He was killed in an automodbile acciient in 1918 near.
7hitesboro, Texas. Oug_son {s Ralph Armstrong of Vinita.
He is thirty-two yeers old. My present husbénd is Den

Brackett, & druggist here.



