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Jéhnlon‘ﬂ. Hampton,
Inveatigator, ~
April 18, 1938. . : L4

‘An Interview with Mr. Bud Boyd,
Belzoni Route, Antlers, Okla.
IIn;wmrwmui%;mm,mnmhw.anl
came over '1£p my rathor'and mother to the Indian Terri-
t.ory when I was quite a small bo} in a ocovered wagon ‘v‘;th
horss teams. Whon we left Texas, we came over to Antlern;
Indian Territory, my father wanting to move to the ﬁdim
oountry as he had-an‘ideé that ﬁe could do better here than
whore he was. So we l&ade§ up our wagon and started, and

L4

when we got here we located at a sawmiil here near Apglera,\
and ton£ to ';2k. At that time Antlers was rbally only a
lumber yard although there was one store here then. This

. store belonged to V.M. Locke 80 when we got here we traded
at this store and we got anything we wanted thers,

- There was plenty of good pine timber.on the river that
was cut and hauled to the mill by a dinky train that the
lumbor.compady had, the rails to; which had been laid down by

the‘haQQa to thé river about eight miles from Antlers. The
timbgr was vory fine big timber and there was lots of it

‘e

and there were whiteouks and other timbers of commercial

~
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value. The logs waizo loaded {n the cars and hngled to the
mill where they !an sawed up fpr lumber and the lumber was
planed hers and losded in cars and shipped away. It did not
take the mill lonajto get all the baatvpino timber out and
they then moved th; ﬁill out. They toog'up the rails and
 moved them somewhere else and the dinky trains also. That
vas some time bafore the Frisco Railrosd was built through
the country. The lumber was piled up waiting rgr the rail-
road to be put thxodén a%d when 1t d1d then the iﬁgher was

shllppod out by freight. We u'orkeé_ @t ‘this mill for 'several

years. ‘ _ ;
) we thon moved to Arkansas, 'r‘ena-i'ning foi; about two years
. when w8 veme back td Antlora', gnd went to farming 'on Indian
land ;ut "at Rattan, I ran a‘b}dcxasmith shop in connection wit!}
ny raming; jlo“)rak‘aed lots of corn, cotton and other rang

: prbducta :and cattle and hogs, and we made a good living and
‘made aomﬂ money in those days. The country was open at that
-_ttine;qixoro was but very little farming dme. The grass was
fino ahd the. cane on the rivoi' was very good, 1nzraot it waf)
a fine country until {t was plowed up for fms.; It then

}

went down to where it is not worth much.
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When we first landed in this country there were
but very few white people to be seen anywhers. There
was a fow arouhd thq'qawmill camps but ocutside or that
there were not many and there wers none out in the country
on the farms, just a few if any way liviné outside of the
tomn or the sammill camps. There were good many Indians
in the country but they lived so far'apuf% that they werse
not noticeabls and they lived in settlements, ssveral miles
lpart.‘ Thoy used to sell us deer meat and turkeys gﬁd
garden vegetables, We did not have much time to'éet out
and hunt so we ’onld buy game from them, giying them an
order on the store wherse they traded for girooeries. The
Indians did not geélmu;h‘money for the ihings they sold to
the hands for we €0t our pay only once a month.

The Chootaw Indian used to have about five to ten
aores of land in éultivation. Tﬁey did not have big farma
and they did fot norg ve;y:hard at that, in fact some of
them did4 not work at all, Théy did not have t6 work ver}
bard to get scmething to live pn; all thej had to do was %o
raise enough corn to make their bread. Nearly all of them

. there were ra .
had catthy'hosnﬂout in the woods and there was plenty of

wild game for them to live ‘on back in those days;the Choctaws

L4
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lived pretty well., Before that time.I don't know how they

got by. 'Ivha;s bea; told that they had a hard time, but
- as taé as 1 c;Q remember they 1ived pretty good and as long
.tn tho wild game was plontiful but they are not hare nowe

alI ¥tlled out or left horo nnd gpna samowhere olse.

All the stock ranged ou; in the mountains and 1n the

" hills and in the woods. They would eomp down from ghg‘

, moun¥aiqn duriﬁg'tho winter seasons end run out in the
‘“.§éttpms and then during the hot weather in éhe summer they .
would go into tio mountains. Thers were no rendeg in tle

~country so they we;e not bothered but could run anywhere
. they wanted to, and tﬁoy sure did gat wild-moniea and oattl;
both. The Indians would have to run thoir ponioa scvaral
dayn before they could catch them. ome times thay would
build high log fences out in the woods and make wings to
‘stratoh out esbout a mile; they then would get the ponies into
. wings and would crowd in on them, getting them iztq the high)
log fences. They then would rops the one they wanted or they
would brand the colts and turn them loose again to run out

‘on the range agasin.
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| I used to ittond- the Indian camp meetings evary
time they had one. They had them about three months
spart and they would camp at this ehurch and feed all
that cams to t'hu naoting),\ killing hogs, beef and
chickens for the meating. lhon\th,dy go% ready vi‘ih their
canp they would see that everybody who omme there had a
placse to stay all night and they would let them have
" xquilts and blankets to sisep on during the night. They
really looked after those who came to tixo meeting, I went
too but I could not gnderstanl what they were talking
about for thsy would preach {a their own language and
sing in their own language 30 white man 4id not have any
show to understand them. I have alaso attended their
ories. They would camp at the place where the ory was to
be held for the night then they would have their cries at
about olen-n o'o}ock A M. They would have their dinners
and go hops. Bome times these dries were held at the
church houss. If the body was buried there they would go
out to the grave but if not, they then would preach the

memorial in the house.
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I have been here a long time and I huve seen the
country grow from nothing to big farms and this towm
from one store %0 a good many and from very few white -
people to the town full of them, andlfran no schools
out in the ocauntry to where there is a schoolhouse on
every corner,
I have lived among the Choctaw Indians ever since
I came hero‘vhon I was a amall boy and have found them
to be good peopls to live with, They sure do not bother
any one and they are all law-abiding péoplo. Thoj at-
tend't; their omn buéinéoa and they are jﬁat as honest
as people osn be, I think shat thers are no better people
living anyvﬂ;ro then the Choctaw people, and not only that
but I have raised my children among them they have gone to
school with them played with them and associated with them
during all their livesa bdut they never did have any trouble
with any of thel 80 I think that thers are no , people
living anywhore that are better than the Choqtap people.
My father died at a sammill where he was working and

was buried at an Indisn Church callod and known as the

‘#hite Church cemetery. This church was built by some white

98
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man who built it for the Indians. He whitewashed it
with lime and of\courae when’ it éot dry it turned white.
It was the only Indian church %hat.was wa'teweshed like
that so they called it Zhite Church. It was a Nethodist
Chursh, and they hed a cemetery tifere so I buried my
father there. Y;ara later some white man bought the land
the church was built on an?;he tore if d(;vn po the #hite

Church is no more, but the cemetery is still there and.

the white people use it now ws the vhostaws are all died

-out who used to live there“ing_a?ound.tho churoh,
My mother died at Rattan and is buried at the Hattan
cemetery. This cemetery waa'ﬁg}%? by the xhite paople

after tho, began to settls the country.
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