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Hazel. B. Greené,
Journalist, ’° .
Merch.19, 1938, ! ’ ,

An Interview with Mr. Travis Carrol Ely,
Speer, Oklehoma.
1 was born September 2, 1860,1in Lafayette County,
Misaissippi. My father wes named Sam Ely and lxothef was
nemed Emaline Elliott Ely and they were both born in
Missisgippi. Fether was buripd at Ceney, Mother returned
to Misalssippi for a vi.éi,t and )died end was buried at
Water Velley. I begen cgming over into the Indian Nation
long years before my parents did in about 1888, I came \/
over in here several times horseback, trading and traffick-
ing sround with horses. My foilgs traveled by steamboat
from Memphis, Tennessee,to Arkensas City, then by raeil to
the "cut off" or the end 91‘ the railroad in Drew County,
A_‘rkansas,@ar Monticellc/i; 'l‘msxi~ they got ox~wagons to bring
them on over into the Tprritory and settled & farm near
Caney. 1 joined the uethodiat (South) Ministry and at the | 1
Annual conference in/ Aﬁ:ansas q:ey sent ms to Lehigh, Indian
: ‘Terri tory. It was @ ‘coal mining town, I was pestor o!:’ ‘the

church there a yea4; I was on several different cirouits.
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I had the Célbert CIrcuit one year and others from time to
time, I was a misgionary to the Indians for about n;no

years. 1 located at El Reno and got certified by Bishop
Hargroves. ‘When I moved down here close to Speer there

was 8 Methodist Church about threo.milea east of‘her;; 80

I Jjoined i;, so as to Be handy to & church. Then I joined .
the Methodi st Protestand Conference at Ade end they gave me
the Pine Lske Church s little ways east of here. I was

‘ baator there three yesrs. Then they sent me to Hugo as
pastor of the Methodist Zpiscopal Church there. I was pastor ‘
there one yesr, 1 stayed in that conferen;e qnite\avhile;
then I esked %o be snperannuatéd. I'm on the roll now, 1 was
unable to attend the last Conference. All the Methodists

are united noi end I am glad. I was on the honor roll and
they wagted_to send me *'specially to where there were
atheista end infidels, but I got tized of being semt to so
meny diffsrent placQa. Nor did I want a regular church. I
just wanted to be on the superarnuated list and go around

and talk wherever I wented to, at éhurchea.and schoolhquaea.

1 am on that 1list now. ' ‘\\
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" 1 have been among 8 go>d meny Indians, Comanches,
.. Cheyennes, swin(;les, Choctswa and Chickassws. The last
" 4we wers the nicest of sll. They were civilized. A lot
of the Indians live;i in tents and tei)ees. I wondered why
they didn't freeze to death in winter. 1 gueas they were
‘us.ed to it.though. The n;ost Jor the Inéians wore easily
converteds . Dixon Darant, a 6hoctaw pr;mcher) used to help
me a lot. He would travel with me snd interpret for me. The
Cheyennes hed & funuy notion. They said "White men had
funny religion. 'l;he‘y xill Jesus Christ end then cry sbout
it end expect Indian\ to cry tx;o»'an:l we sre not going to do
it." The Arspahoes wondered why white paople and negroes
sizout éo sbout their religion. ‘I:hesf said, "Is God *deef*l"
Once 1 told Dixon Durent to call on the sinners to coma
forward to be prayed for. He didn*t get & ready response,
.so he kept calling. PFinally he said, "When I go feed my
hogs, 1 cali him. He cém. 1 give him' corn., %hen I call
you, nobody come., I not feed you oh love of Christ."

The first Methodist Conference in the western part of

_ the Nation was at Oklahoma City. The Superintendent of the

o

.24



. S .
ELY, TRAVIS CARROL INTBRVIEW - 13819 -
- 4 - S :'“.

Conference got members of the dif’terent: tribes to gttend.
wi.put them right up om the rront';owe!'gll Qrebaed‘up
iith,teathers do¥n the sides of their pents;

‘feather heéd dresses, paint end blankgts,. There were soame
‘young preachers there from Toﬂneseee who thought they wanted -
to be missionaries tG the Indiens until they went to that
Conference and sew those wild Indians in all their regalis,
then they backed out snd wentvback’to Tannessge.'AWe had
those Indisns shere to see and iea;n mpra;éf‘vhite folks ways.
They had interpreters slong for their beﬁeriﬁ;u-We'd“:makp |
a'éompléﬁe seiteﬂce snd then ;hevinieipretéra yould translate
it into the ﬂifferent-languagbép 1% was siow wofk, but we
got thé word of God to thems I didn't like "missionarying”
aﬁong the wild Indisna. They offered tc meke me Presiding :
Elder once when ] was st El1 Reno, bt I didn*t want it. I saw
too many murdera‘and'atrocizies among the wild ones. It would
"teke to:o long to tell of just half of them I saw. But I

. never got a scratech. I ceme to one place that was "squelly"

to go through. A Dr. Rutherford eand I were in a two horse

. buggy, going to Conference, and ceme to s place in the Creek
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@Nhtiég—;nq,atopped to stay all night. ¥%e saw an Indien
boy st th; gate and asked if we might stay sll night. Re
grunted, which meant that we could and led us to the lot |
to put up our horses. When we ‘got to the lot 1 saw humen
skulls atop of poles around the lot. The boy sald they
were sfulls of white people who hadvbeen scalped by the
Infisns. 1 counted thoss skulls. There were thirty of
_them, end as I didn't care ?o add mine to the colleetion,
we told the boﬁ that we would go on to a place called Jack
Brown®s Hotel; +%he sun was sbout sn hour high, and we
believed we could meke i$. So we drove on and came to a
big white house. We hollered, "Hello" and a negro women
esmé out snd we asked for Jeck Brown and she called Linm
out there. He wes a big black negro. ¥e wouldn't stay,
there., They said it was just a couple of miles to &
white man's houss, Mr. Morgen, just across Wewoka Cresk.

It was getting dark end the road was dim end we got lost

a couple of times, but we finslly found the crosasing on

Wewoka Creek snd on the other side we came to a house up om
. ”~ .
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the hill. Again we hollered. They anawered from witﬁin

for us té come 1n;' Dr. Rutherford wouid not go at first
because they kept the door shut. I went in. Mr. Morgan

said he had recognized my voice; he'had heard me preach.

(I didn't go in until he called me by neme., Then Rutherford
went in too. He was not afraid any more. It was Morgan

who had enswered us and he haé recognized my voice; but was
still afraid to come out; he was afraid of a shot in the dark.
They hed a8 lot of guns in the house, I had never seen so )
meny in one houses 1 askedohim why s0 many guné. He sai d

he had ridden with United States Marshals a few days prbor

to that and that they had killed some Indians and their
friends had sent word to him that they were coming to get

him and he was expecting them that night.~Bowever, we could
stay if we were not afraid, end waented to stey. He said

I1*'d have to go to the lot slone, becamuse he was afrsid, and
it was not very likely thet the Indisns would bother me, Well,
I took my horses to the lot ahd fed them, and just as I was

coming out of the lot and was fastening the gaete up rode

27
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thirteen Indians end asked me whet I ves dolng thére

and vhere I was Bta&ing» I told them. - "f'hey told me

to go tell Morgan that they would be up to.the houae '
‘directly. I dide ,Then they ceme up and called for ‘
Morgax‘x' to coms oute I took a Wincheeter and went out ‘
with my hand up-;raha:l'seud‘ in friendly’ fashion. They were

not afraid of me, but they thtmght the,re was a modb inside
of the house. talked to them and told tham that 11’ they
injured Mre Morgan thet they would just get in%j trouble.
and maybe same of them would be hanged it they killed him,
hengéd or shote I advised them ta think it over. ’They
rode off a little way aﬁd talked, t’}'hey dcjci('leq;_'f‘hat there
were too many thére for them %o $Ty to take him thut niéht

80 they rode off and fired a volleyof shots' defiantly as-

they rode off down the road. They Jusé went jg'all‘.oping off.

Then lorgaii's wife fixed is some supper. We didn't slesp
m}y that night and‘i deybresk found us on &ir way to Ckmnmlgee
with both of us on guard with gun;, because we knew those
Indians meant business &nd sure enough they dtd return the

next night and burned the house and. crib vdth all the corn

!
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and othsr feed. Iir., and Mrs. Morgan left hurriedly the .

next moxning before we did, taking very little with them‘

,and did not dare return. Mr. Morgen t9ld us if we saw 8
cortain kind of a gray horss of his to teke it with us,
as he would rather we would have it ‘than the Indians.

- As we traveled along wo watched for the horse, finally
sesing 1t over in e bunch of bu-h;-, end just as Dr,
Rutherford was deciding to get cut and go over to get the
horee we spled a men hiding end watching us and the horss. -

- So we‘ drove down around the bend toward the river..ne ocut
acroai and made 1¢ convenient to intercept us and&pokod a
double barrel shotgun in my face. In all of my round that

was the closest place I was ever in. We had Winchosters

in our buggy but had no time to get thes
' hed not been afraid. I looked down the g
asked‘nathowewareandwhmnurogo ng
ug 1t was about & mile to the:{}rivaqkord and for us to "git”
. and we “got® teo, I'1l tell you. Dr. Rutherford shook like
a man with & chill while wo ware there talking. As we

drove off he wented us to return and kill the man, tut I
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protested, I sBaid, "He spérea‘ﬁs, now we should spsre
-him"e It wes evidently a case or mietaken 1dent£§z,
wa; a Creek Indien. ‘

’What:prgéchera dreaded those'days were wild desperate
Indiens, 1 stopped oné night at a place close to Atokas. It
was a sort of 8 hotel or stoppimg plate for travelers. It
wes run by en ?ld Cﬁocﬁaw,called Indien’Sem. He had a
number ofllég ?abiqs in thch he put his'guests. He put us
in one sbout ten feet aquére. “e fastened the‘doof. There
vas no window, jﬁst a hole high up in the wall besiéﬁ the
chimneyﬂ, We could see the light snd a few stais through it.
we lay and talked a‘long time and then & chicken got to
cackling in a tree outside thaf hole, That made us notice
the hols againe Somsbody Qas crawling througﬁ ite I struck

a match end by the light saw that it wes old Sam. %hen I
struck the match he went\back. Yie ne§er slept any that
night, becsuse we bélieved he meant to come in and‘rob use
and maybe kill us. Next morning we got up and paid for our
bed and breakfast snd went on our wey, glad that we were out

only $1.60.end that was the only time I ever had to pay for a .

nighta lodging in the Indian Territory.

ti .
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On one trip to Conference when Dr. Rutherford was
with.me, we got & Yittle bit, cold end when: we sagw 2 ‘ ;
log heap fire gutside an Indisn cebin snd a lot of men
there we stc;pped to g‘,et's'verm. Some were warming around
the log héap fire, but four others were turx}ing a flying
‘ jiﬂny around and around fast as they could go. 4An old - .
medieina man danceé in the doorway,rsttling & bunch of
“gourds as loud as he could. The gourds had shnt or some-
thing else' in tﬁem to meke them rattle, snd he was keeping
a sory of time with the cﬁant the men made as they turmed

the flying jinny arouné and arsund. The Medicine man dsnced
_up snd dovm. Ye ssked why all that noise and demonstretion.
. An Iandian seid "Cure sick women", Woman in house".

One night' I stopped on & send bar in the bend of s
ereek snd msde my camp. T mede some coffee and bread snd
fried meat and ate my supper. I had no id;aa .anybody w‘aa
nesrs After awhile en Tndien walked into my ;.'amp srd seid
" his tepee was just sround the bend end that he had been
watching me ell the time. I noticed he had a big bowie

knife in his belt. I reecihed overand toock it away from
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him and asked him why he carried tha; thing. He said it
was to acalp white folks with. It had forty-two notches
on the handle and he asid he had scalped a xhite person
for each notch, I kept it. He got mad, but.I told him I
ad not want him to be seaiping peonle. That was wrong.
Next morning he-returned for his knife, but I didn't give
it to him, I was stabborn in fhose days. I had good
healgh end vas rot fery scary. But 1 shou&ﬁ hafe been afraid
of that Seminole Indian.

1 was afraid to do wrodg things of course, like the
time I refused to accomvany some officers. This was the way
of it. At Eegletown an old msn, his wife anc two children
came to the store in sn ox wagon. They wen¢ in and bought
a lot of grub snd things. The old man would trade like ;n
Indisn, he would buy something and pey for it, then buy
something else. A couple.of Indian boys kept following
the 0ld msn around and watching hiﬁ as he displayed his
money. He got throupgh dbuying sud drove off down the rosds
He had said they vere-going to Colorado. Away after awhile
a\gellpw of the nage of Wilson\apd I‘rode'orf dowvn the rosad in

the direction they hsd gone. 'We had mnot gone a mile when we
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'a;.m e awful sight. There lgy the man, his wife end two
children s8ll dead. Their heads had been split open with
sn gxe. Vilson returnsd to the store snd told it snd a
couple of marshals came down there. One ‘of them was my
N\ler. They deputized me to go hunt those

. \
two Ingian boys, THey found ome at his home under the

cousin, Ely

beds The other Indiun was hiding in the bushe-s and they
both had in their possession some of the things "thieh
they had teken from the dead people. They arrested tie |
boys and seid they were going to tske them; to Fort smith
for trial end told me to go with them. I refused even
though I knew that to refuse was & finable offense. I

. told them I was sick, snd not sble to meke the trip. I
knew all, the time thst they didn't mesn te take those
boys to Fort Smith. They took them over the Arkemses |
}ine an¢ them ceme back in a little wliile and said they '
got away., They simply took them over /j.he line -and kilied
them, but I was sure I 'waie not going to be a party to
thetr. mirders . -

- There worgell sorts of cmookedness g‘oinémn the-—
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Indyar Nstion in qée early dgyis here and jnat pure:

j
gréed caused & lop of it, like renegade 'fte inaxi
P

coming hers and marrying Indign women rof their property
‘and money, then deserting th v«hen it was alzne, or
vhen they would get old snd u y,the men want younger
women. IR those days no age licenso WEE Necessarye.
1 simply perrotrmeu the ceremony end rgcorded it on my
church bocke ' 1 have some of gthose (7’1(1 records here
packed away some vheres I m&mber ;vhen I wag at ~I'.-ehigh
a rascal wa# courtingﬂ_. geod=looking weelthy Indian

widow snd came to me d said he mesnt to rry her and

wanted me to “tie the knot." I refused and/went to her and
told her that I knew|this fellow had begn merried to six

other Indien women md in turn deserted them as so'n as .
ﬁheir property was }éi ssivated, | This midow wouldn®t "hsve"

. him then,

Some United S‘ka\es marshale 9ame along and députized me to

/ // . . . /
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