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Interview with James R. Barons
Poteau, Oklahoma

Born M*y 14, 1849.
Father-Joseph Barnes

Mother-Nancy (Goforth)

James R. Burses, the subject of this sketch, was born

in Sebastian County, -Arkansas, on May 14, 1849 and cum© with

his parents to what was then Indian Territory about 1875

and settled near Kully Chaka, in what was then Sugar Loaf

County now LeFlore County. Aged though he i s at this t ine,

he recalls with remarkable clarity many of the men and out-

at.nding ©Tents of that early period. Being a man of deep

religious conrictione, his Bind dwells more upon the

strugglea of the Circuit riders and Missionaries who

sacrificed time an comfort in th* interest of th^ir Father's

business. In common with a l l the oth^r pioneers into this

part of what was then Indian Territory, he pays particular

tribute to the Methodist Missionary, Joseph Smedley, viho

fetd been sent out as a missionary to the Choc taws from far-

off England A i l e ha v&a a t i l l a young man, and through his

tireless efforts had established churches in the new Choc taw
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Hation. He s t a t e s that the esteem in which "Parson

Saedley" was held by both witite and Indi-n bordered c l o s e l y

upon worship. I t was "The Par&on" who f i r s t conceived the

idea of 'fencing in the pasture adjacent to each of the

mission churches so that those who C-JOA to worship might

hare a place to pasture t h e i r horses or oaten for the duration

of the meeting, be i t for a week or a month, as was oftt imea

the case . {

Mr. 3 a m e s being one of them, g i v e s a graphic account

of the pioneers who f i r s t s e t t l e d in what i s now the north-

eastern part of LeFlore County and embraces that part l y i n g

east of the Poteau Hirer . For some reason, the Choc taws,

with the except ion of the McCarty, Foleom, Biddies , Wall

and Nai l f a m i l i e s , had sought out homes l y i n g to the West

of the r i v e r , leaving a vast and f e r t i l e area next to the

Arkansas s t a t e l i n e approximating two hundred and s i x t e e n

sections for the use and benefit of th»ce five families*

Lands, owned by El i tes , just across th<* boundary l i ^ com-

manded high price8 because gf the l imitless grazing privileges
i

n

the owners enjoyed by reason of th«» free grass available to

their herds in the area embraced in the Indian Territory, as'
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above noted. That condition resulted in steps being token

by the Choc taw c i t i zens residing in the area to turn the

benefits^ which the whites enjoyed^to ttf*ir own {.rofit. With

that end in view, they leased land adjacent to their own

homes to non-citizene for farming purposes and, although the

terms of such l e a s e s , often as low as $10.00 per year, were

l iberal in the extreMa* i t was f s i t by th#» Cfcoctaw famil ies

that I t was better that than nothing. In that manner, that

part of Scul lyv i l l e and Sugar loaf CountiAs soon cane to ha&s

more white than Indian inhabitants, and owing to that condition

the soc ia l customs of the whites dominated the area.

Mr. Btrnn enjoyed an intimate mqquaiatance with Hack

Hicks and Adas Morris, both ot dhom had ass is ted in conducting

groups of Chootawa from Mississippi to th« Indian ^ r r i t o r y *

Both were "kite men who had qualified to act as interpreters ,

kavlag learned the language through association with the Choc-

taws* Both had intended to return to their native s tate as

soon as their services as interpreters war* no longer needed.

However, upon reaching the end of their journey, they discov-

ered that they would have t o wait upon the convenience of

Washington to forward funds with which to pay them off before
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they cou}d start on their return trip. Three years

before final settlement was made by th» Government,. In the

meantime, Adam Morris, the younger of the two men, being

footloose and fancy-free, took unto himself ajl Indian wife

and became a full-fledged Choc taw cit izen, but Hack, upon "

reoeiring his. long awaited pay, hurriedly le f t for Mississippi

and in due time xwturued with hie wifp to the Indian Territory

or rather to the western boundary fit Arkansas and established

a store and saloon and soon was. one of those who reaped a

rich hayreat from th*» fre* grass in the nearby Indian Terri-

tory, upon which his rast/nerd of cattle roamed at w i l l .

then Mr. Barnes was asked i f either of the two men had

told him by which route their groups had been brought to the

Indian Territory, he replied they had not, but both had re*

cited instances in which members of the groups had become

mutinous and insisted on loitering along the way, retarding

the progress of the Journey at evary opportunity* Ihis fact

indicates that a part of the journey, at l eas t , had been

overland.

Mr. Barnes, so* in his eighty-ninth year, has spsnt

practically a l l his l i f e within a radius of tventy-flwi miles
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of too place of his birth in Sebastian County, Arkansas,

and over the years has been d consistent swab^r -ind communicant

of the Baptist Church. Be assisted in organizing the f irs t

Baptist Association in this part of th«» Indian Territory.

Both tie and his father ware raeabpsrs of Moshulotubbe Lodge

Ho. 13, A*F. and A.M., now non-existent at Kully Chaha. His

account of th« early history of that lodge, though denied to

the profane, i s such as to make one feel proud of the institution.

Mr. Barnes i s one of the pioneer squatters^one of th* pioneer

neabertt of a pionoer lodge of the Masonic Fraternity,and one of

the pioneer Baptists, in what i s now Oklahoma.


