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March 81, 1938.

Interview with James R, Barnes '
Poteau, Oklahoma
Born May 14, 18489.
Father-Joseph Barnes
Mother-Nancy (Goforth)

James R. Barmes, the subject of this sketch, was/born
in Sebastian County, Arkansas, on May 14, 1849 and cume with
his parents to what was then Indian Territory about 1875
and soitié? near Kully Chaka, in what wus then Sugar loaf
County now leFlore County. Aged though he is at this time,
he r»calls with remarkable clarity many of the men and out-
8t :nding events of that early period. Being a man of deep
religious convictions, his mind dwells more upon the
atruggles of ;hp 8ircuit riders and Missioneartes who
sasrificed'tima an comfort in the interest of their Father's
business. In common with all the other pionsers into this
part of what was then Indian Tsrritory, he pays particular
tribute to the Mothodist Missionary, Joseph Smedley, who
had been sent out as a missionary to ;ha Choctaws from fur-

off “ngland whils hs was still & young man, snd through his

tirelass efforts had established churches in tho new Choctaw
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Nation. He stutes that the esteem in wuich "Parson

Smedley” was hsald by both white and Indi.n bordersd closely

upoa worship. It was "Tpe Parson™ who first conceivad the

{dea if“§%ncing in the pésture ad jacent to each of the

mission churches so that those who c.me to worsgip gight

have a place % pasturs their horses or oxen for the duration

of the meeting, be it for a week or & month, ac was ofttimes

the cass. ‘
M. Barnes'boing one of them, gives a graphic account

of the pionsers who first settled in what is now the north-

eistern part of LeFlore County and embraces that part lying

east of the Po;eau River. For some reason, the Choctaws,

with the ;;eeption of the McCarty, Folsom, Rié&les. Wall

and N&il families, had sought out homes lying to the West

of the river, leaving a vast and fertile area next to the

Arkansas at;te line appr;ximating two hundred and sixteen

sactions for the use and benefit of these five families.

Lands, owned by whites, just across the bonndary lina,;om-

manded high prices because @f the limitless grazing privileg-s

the owners enjoyed bf‘raason of the frme grass availabls to

their herds in the area embraced in the Inii.n Territory, as’
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above noted. That conditiou result?d in steps being taken
by the Choctaw citizens residing in the erea to turn the
bemfifs) which the whitos enjoyed ;to tf3ir own profif. With
that end in view, they leused land ad jacent to their own
homes to non-citizens for farming purposes and, although the
terms of such leases, often as low as $10.00 per year, wers
liberal in the extrems, it was fedt by the Choctaw families
that it was better that than noth;:;: In that mmma%, that
part of Scullyville and Sugar Loaf Countiss soon cams to haws
more white than Indian inhabjtants and owing to that condition
the social custams of the whites dominated ths area.

Mr. Barngs enjoyed an intimate aqquaintance with Mack
Hicks and Adem Morris, botk of thom had wssisted in conducting
~ groups of Chootaws from Mississippi to the Indian Territory.
Both were white men who had qualified to act as interpreters,
having learned the language through association with the Choc~-
tat;. Both had intended to return to their native state as \‘
8oon a3 their sarvices as intarpreters weare no longer nseded.
Ho‘a;ror. upon rwaching the end of their journsy, they discov~

- ered that they would have to wait upon the mnvenisnce of

" Washington to forward funds with which to pay them off before
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they could start om their return trip. Three ymars e).a;paod
before final settlement was made by the Government, In the
msantime, Adam Moryxris, the youngQr of the two mgﬁ; being
foodloose and fancy.free, took unto hirself aﬂ/lnthn wife

and became a full-fledged Choctaw citizen, tut Mack, upon -
receiving hi:x long awaited pay, hurried;,y)left for Missisaippi
and in dus time rnturned with his wifg to the Indimn Territory
or rather $0 ths westem boundary/pé Arkansas and established
a store and saloon and soon Was éne of those who reaped a

/

rich bayvest from ths fre~ grass in the nearby Indian Terri-
Y
tory, upon which his ns;, herd of cattle rosmsd at will.
Yhen Mr. Barnes wes asked if sither of the two men had

told him by which route their groups had been brought to the
Indian Territory, he replied they had not, but both had re-
cited instances in which membors of the groups had become
mutinous and insisted on loitering along the way, retarding
the progress of the jourmay at every opportuniti. This fact
indicates that a part of the journey, at least, had bemn
overland.

Myr. Barnes, now in his sighty-ninth year, bas spsat
fractically all his life within a radius of twenty-fiw miles
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of tho place of hisvbirth in Sebastian County, Arkansas,

and over the years has be;n 4 consistent member ind communicant

of the Baptist (?hurch. Ba‘aasisted in organizing the first

Baptist Association in this part of the Indian Territory.

Both he ang his father wore members of Moshulotubbe Lodge

Ro. 1{5, AF, and A.M., now non-existent at Kully Chaha. His

account of the early history of that lodgs, though denied to

the profans, is such @as to make ones fesel proud of the institution.
Mr. ‘B;'rnes is one of tha pionser squatters;pne of the plonser

members of & pionger lodgs of the Masonic Fraternity and ons of

the pioneer Baptiets, in what is now Uklahoma.
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