JEFFEYSON, SISEY. INTERVIEW 15240 . 18



-8 - ‘ _ *

Form A-(S-149) 39 1

BIOGRAPHY FCORM - !

WORKS FPROGRESS ADMINISTRATION .
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

JEFFTERSON, SISEY INTERVIEW 13340

) Johnson H. Hampton
Tield Worker'ts nane

March 16 8

This report made on (date) - 183
1. Name Sisey Jefferson )
orinne, = &
2. Prost Qifice Address -
3. Residcnce address (or location)
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Augus$ Day 28 yeqp 1898
5. Place of birth Near Corinne, Oklahcm;.
6s Name of Father Peter Jafferson _ Placs o0& blr:t;h Corinte
Other information about father —
7. Neme of Mother FPickey Jefferson ' Place of‘iirtﬁ\ Ootixnt“——“

Other information about mother

otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
tory of the person intervieweds Refir to Manual for suggested subgects
nd questions, Continue on blank sheets if nccdbsﬁry and atsach flrmly to
his forms Number of shcets attached / »




40

JEFPERSON, SIBEY INTERVIEW 13240

Johason H. Hampton,
Inventigator,
March 16, 1938.

-

An Interview with Sisey Jefferson,
Corinne, Oklashoma.
I was born gugust 22, 1882, in whet {8 now Pushe
mataha County, it was then Cedar Cournty under the
Chostaw GQovernment. My father, Peter Jefferson, and my
mother, Pickey Jefferson, wers both raised in this coune
try, they wers not from Mississippi. I don't know how
the Choctaws lived prior to the time I was born and grew
up but my mother used to say that they had a hard time in

_ getting by, that some of them would go down om the creek

bottom and dig up roots and beat them into mush and eat
them and they would get same leaves of same kind and use
them for greensa} that wes bafore I was born so I don't
know anything about it,

When I was growing up most of the Ghoctaws had
cattle and hogs but they had a hard time in getting the .
other things that they had tc have in the way of bread}
th;y all had a small Tom Fuller patch where they raia;d

Bo:n for their bresd. We had about five or six acres in
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our patoh where we used to raise our corn for our
bread. At that time we could reise all the corn we
_ nesded for our corn and other things and we raised
peas, beans, potatoes and other things that we needed
£o eat and we had & few ohick&na on the place and a few .
‘gcows for our milk; we alasc had a team of horses that we
;orkod on the place, for we 4id not have but a very small
patch to wofk. My m?ther and I worked the patch most of
the time} the Indian men 4id not work but very little on
the farm; the wamen had it to do most of the time, while
the men sat in the al;\gdo f'md did nothing except go out a

hunting. Of course, they would kill deor and turkeys for

—_— -

tgo fanilygpo oat but thoy woq}d not ork in the fields at

‘xall.

&

\ M father traded mostly at old Doaksville, dut he
\\3ou1d trade at, CIarknvillo, Texas, some of the time. Several
Q:E\vould get together and make the trip to Texas for their
gbocerios’ it would take th m several daya to make the trip.
A{Far the railroad went th{ﬁ gh the country going east and

west we tradod\at Fort Towson), which was established after

railroad went through. It\was a sawmill town but we
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could get anything we wanted at this place.

My mother had a apinn;ng whesl but 41d not have
a loom or a weaver. S3he would spin acotton and wool
into thr;ada and then shs would get her knitting needles
apd meke them into socks and mitténs; she would dys them
red ané black strippsd and they would look fine., They
were heavy and thick and were werm to nir.’ She would
sell them for about 850 oon,ta per pair, but umaily iif_e 4id

nrot get money for them, for the Choctawa: did not have any

. louoy with which to buy mything . . 20 she would tdade

L

th- for “7"5111!!8 she could get in th in the way of mgtwerg~ ;;;;; ——

-

and other things to oat. ' 2
| I was snrolled with the other Choctaws during the
earolliment; I don't remembsr when that was but I ;:u?'
enrolled nn';d selectad my land vi'th the other Choctaw and -
got my pm;ntu with them. I don't remember that I ever
knew that we had an l;g;glan Agency at all un'tnr a;p.r we

made our %‘iyc{ion of land, them we got our land papers

| |from the Miakogee brﬁoo whe 1t said'from tho Union

' umy‘.’ Thet was about the first ‘time I ever heard of the
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Indien Agonoy, I am sureghat the other Ohotaws d1d

not know of it either until after the allotment.
-

/

In early days the Choctawa &id not‘ 80 oﬁt on a
.camp hunting; all they had to do was to get out away”’

from home and kill anything they wanted, for the

country was full of game , so there was no uae in their

going on a osmp hunt. There were lots of fish on the

creeks; most of the Indiasns lived on the coreaks or near

scme creek for they used thoirv water rrom the creeks when

there were no spripgs near them. There were no wells at

__that time, it was creeks or springs.

I used to camp at the Indian meetings. My fathor was
a Christia n men and he would get ready for ths. meetings 80
I hed to help camp and cook t'c;r the people who came to the
’nntingu, Wo sure used to have sae great meetings st thal
time. There used to bde lots or Indians then,snd we used
to have our ories at“\tho church or at the greve where the
dead were buried but \n don's have those cries any more on
eccount of too many white pecople in this country. The
cshurch .that I used to ai'sond ia atill being used aa ;
ohurch, 1t was a Methodiat Ghureh, a log church house when

a
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i% was first built and it was used for a long'tima. \
They. then moved it away from where it wae snd built it out
~ of lumber, so it i5 a lumber church house now, ‘thia church
ﬁoﬁ;;\Eés“bocn toefe for a long time, it was there when I
was dorn and it is still there end {8 veing used yst by the

Choctaws, “but they have about aXl disd out and there are
just a few Chootawa living in this community now.

Ny father was a deputy sharirt of our county for
WNNiE?S?ilwiiiri ‘gyanVa\shcrtff~ias~e%ee%eé~ho~voalé~aypoint
ny father a depﬁé;{ he was alsc Lighthorseman, Y dou't
kggv who appoint%d him Lighthorseman Lor several years,

The Choctaws used to say that he ?aa a good officer soc he

was one or the other nearly all the time.

I never hed the opportunity to attend ;chool my

family woro~all 1gn6rant vhen it comes to Rnglish books.
' My father could read and write in his own language but

could not speak nor write in English so they did nod

-send me to school anywhers., In fact, there ;aa no achool
* near to where we lived, so I grew up withqut any education

and I am not able to read nor write in my own language, just
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an ignorant Choctaw Indian woman 1iving in the backwoods
and don't.come Yo town but very seldom., My father and
mother were full blood Indians and we have lived among
full bloods all of our lives, but they aro‘all dead and
gons, I am ﬁﬁeggnly ons living of my fanily, and am living
pear where I.was born in what 1a now in Pushmataha County,
it was.then 1n‘cedar County, -Choctaw Nation.

Johnson H. Hampton writes his interviews in an Irdien

style, and no attempt is mede to out them into retter
English. - E4.



