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Hagel B. Gi'oano Sa
Journalist -
March 16, 1978

Intervi‘ew with Mary Elizabeth Folsom
Widow of a Misgionary to the Indians,
Antlers, Oklahoma, -
1 was born in 1848, in Tishomingo County, Mi;sissippi.
Ky busband, Willis Francis Folsom, was born in Mississippi.
| I em &8 white woman and was iwenty years cld when I
married @ white mn‘ nemed Flaxico. We had four ehn:dren
when we came to the Indian Territory. ile oums on th\o. cars
to Little Rock, Arkaneas, from Mississippi. From Little
mck,tod ?ogt; Smith we haed to travel by stage, becagae therxe
were no railroads into Fort Smith then., We settled on a
pla;u closs to Cameron and pired a wagon to taks our little
belongings end us out to the place. We didn't have much
but our clotl{ee. When we got out thers we lived in a iittlg
log cabin that my husband put up and we had homemade furnie~

turs., We had been there about sight years whenr my husband -

died, snd in about two years I married Brother Folsom. Brother '
Folsom had soms children when we married, but they are all dead

now, He and I never had any and mine are a}l dead now but one,
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the one I am living with, Mrs. Blannie Attaway, »

Brother Folsom wds nearly 8 full blood Chootaw Indien
‘and a wonderful msn to be an Indian. He said he was eleven
years 0ld when he came with his family ovexr the Trail of Tsars,
Ho #aid they had ox-wagons in which t0 haul their plunder and
that they all walked, .including ';ho driver of the ox-magon.
It toq}c them & long time to izzaka the trip from Hissis:sip.m to

the 'Nation’. [s was educated for a Missionary to the Indiané,

-

and was one too‘.-_ He pregchod here, there and sverywhere, even
anong. the Chickasaws and th’e Missionaries sent him back to the
States to. preach, Mississippi, Llabema and other States wliich

I can't remember. But L know he went to Baltimors and preached
there. He preached among the Indians for nearly nothing. Just |
anything thoa; had a mind to give him was what he got. Fotatoaes,
corn or meat, very seldom did he get any money. He preached
funerals all over the country, far and near. ,when an Indién

died they Just buried him, usually out in the yarq‘ anong the
flowers. Where we lived the Indians were great hands for

fiowsrs. Then for nine consecutive evenings the family would

go out to the grave and kneel and pray. After that they would

-
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set a date forfthe funsmal to be preasched. They sent out

word to all their friends end to the pmch/m/ On that

layh thoSr would prepare @ big dinner, ’Ktammber one that .
I attanded. Thoy ‘had lots of cow~-msat coOked and were

cooking biscuits in skillets with lids. They served a

coffes substitute, I don't know what it was mede of; some

said that they roasted okre sssi and ground them for &
bevarage. At that 'funexel ory' there were no piss or

‘oakes, nothing but bread and cow-meat. 1 imagins the finane
ical status of the family smre:mo&,L the variety of fooi at

thoasa dinnogu. 1 noticed as they cooked the biscuits, they

put them in a orock and down in a hollow tree. I guese that
was to0 kesp the dogs ’rrom getting any of them. Whﬂ‘l they &
were ready for us to eat they put the largs crock of biscuits
on the long plank table. They were still wam, 80 1 'imgine

the tree kept them warm. The table was made of planks placed
upon poles which were nailed from tree to tres. When the meal
was md} to be eattn', a man canme ;nd touched us on the am
with a stick and grunted, never, aam‘a word, but we knaw to
follow him. My husband preached the funeral bafore the mesl,
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and then he preached again after the meal. When he preached

the women folks would gll go to the grave and lneel down,
the women with handkerchiefs or shawls over their heads and
they msle the ffunniest racket', They went 'W0~00-00-00'
1&& high tons of voice for a long,long time.

My husband sasid that once he was holding s mesting and
was preaching away when a man started down the aisle and was
shot down from the outside. Husband said he just kept preach-
ing while the;y carried th; dead man out of *t!’ze church. He
said those things wers too common an occuirenoo to le:t them
1ntern:pt his sexmon. That wes in the Cho;:tat Nation some-
whers. Another time he seid he was preaching in a little
log cabin to Jjust a row\wh‘on someone called snd ordersd all
in there to coms out. "BQ s1d he thought they wers des-eradoes
and expected %o bs shot down as he oaxpé out‘, but he just tuck-
ed his Bible under his amm and walked out. They were officers
looking for l‘ome criminal)i.. Those were rough times, but good
as to what th&yﬁd besn bafoﬁ. People were becoming more

\Cnlisht ened.
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1 was not with my husband that $ime, but I did sometimes go
with him when he held meetings. He bought me a side saddle
in Port Smith, and I surely did fesl grand when I got on 1it,

_ My hueband said he had reasd the Bible through many times,
and had read it through six timess on his knees. He had corns
f;n hi;a kneses that were a asight to look at and they were there
‘when he died, He was a Methodist preacher. fte lived close
| %o Cameron end ne wanted ms, to ‘stay ;n ‘ah‘ero after he died
and I did as long as I could, but it was coal land and I
could not homufzoad 15, s0 had to get off, I took my 160
acres thare Ic’]..c')lae, and my surplus close to Wilburton. M;;
hnaband 13 buried near SRuuyviu.e out in the country in
Pao?ia Cmet‘e‘ry. He has basn deaa many yeara.

e lived in a mm LOg cabin with our home-made furi- _
“bure, then wé had another littlg\ oabin off from the house
a listle uys. That was our kitohgn and dining room. I
cooked op the rimplace for years, tho{x Brother Folsom went
to l'or& Smith ani bought me a stop-stovo. 1 was prouder of
thet fhen 1 was of my looking slase. '

x'lo were about ton miles rrog, Fort Smith and it was our

w -‘"

traung place. Es went tne ahout twics a you\to buy sugar,

4
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flour and coffee and a few clothes. Ve sometimes got 300
ﬁounn of flour at the time, a sack of green coffee, whic.h
1'd roast and grind in a little old mill that was nailed
on the wall., I rossted it in my skillet with the lid on

it before I got my stove. Ws bought sugar by the hundred
pounds, I had a loom, & spinning whesl and cards and made
‘#ome cloth sometimes. I wish I had kept my spimning wheel
and the trundle hed which my children slept on. They would
be ouriosities now.

Our lights were pine torches and candles, I made our
candles of cow-tallow poured in molds with a string along
the center. Sometimes we ran short of candles then I'd
twist a cotton cioth string or a wiasp of cotton right tight
end put it in a pan of grease of soms gort and light it and
set 1t on the table to naese Vhow to sat, I had an ash-hopper
and "run" myo own lye, and nade my own _sé:ap, a years éupply

at the time. When we'd kill hogs we had plenty of scraps

and "oracklins” from lard making with which %o mke the sosp,

but we were careful to wait until the dark of the moon to
make the soap. It ocould be made quicker, easier and was

better soap. However, I didn't use all of my "cracklinas”
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for soap greass. I saved a good supply to make "cracklin”
bread of. I made hominy by skinning the corn wi th ashes,
and then boiling again and again and pouring off the water
after sach boiling, until the corn was tender., Another
thing that we were sure to do 'in the dark of the moon' was
the planting of Irish potatoss., Ve always trisd to get them
planted on February i4th. Also corn, lettuce, mustard and
onions, We planted beans 6n Good Friday, always. I used ? ‘
dry green beans,‘ then when I vould be ready t0 cook them I'd
- soak them over night, %iex; we'd let lots of beans and peas
dry and meture and shell them for winter use. Ws ocut pumpiiina
in rings and hung the rings on pole,s in the smoks house for win~
ter use, We;d dry the pumpkins in the sunshine first. I dried
grapes and other fruits for winter use. The only Indian dish
that I learned to mske ‘;aa sour bread., Just take corn meal
end make it up with water and salt a;d put in a wam l;laco
over night and let it rise cnd sour, and then bake, It is
deticious. -

|

Schools were just short summer terms of subscription

sclicols. 1 sent my girls to those until they were old enough
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to go away fyom home and then 1 sent them to Muskogee to

school.

my : ,
-1 own/ home here in An%lers. I have baen here aboqt.

»
28 yeara, I am alresdy ninety-two years old, and am near-

ly blind but I can get around pretty well, and have fai
health. 1 bodbbed my ha'ir once, but it wes too much trouble
tc care for. 1 was about 88 when I bobbed my hajr. I think

that when the Spring Op:ns up good 1 can get out again.
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