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Field Worker's name ' :
This report mads on (date) February 23 193 8
1., Name Cleid McCarty L L
2., Post Office Address __Autlers, Oklahema,
3+ Residence address (6r 1ncation)
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month __ March pay _ 2  year 1867
5.¢ Place cf birth Pike County, Arkansas
6, Name of Father. : . Place of birth Arkansas
7. Name of Mother o Place »f birth Arkansas
S

. 3
Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field wnrker dealing with the
life and story »f the person interviewsd. Refer to Manual fer
suggested cubjects and cuestions. Continue on blank theets if
nacassary and attac™ firmly to this foim. Number of sheets
attached 4 .
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Johnson ‘H. Hampten
Investigator
February 23, 1938,

Interview with Cloid McCarty
Ahntlers, Oklahome.

1 was born March 21, 1867, in Pike County, Arkansas, and
came to the Indian Territory some time in 1891 and located in
Antlers, I came over horseback and it took me several days to
come to my destination, My mother had moved tro this count ry
and located in Antlers several years before I came over, my
father having died in Arkansas,

When I came to Antlers this town was very ssall; in fact,
" 1t wag just a amall village with about three stores in it. Zhere
were lots of big trees right in town and lots ;af t imber around
the town, and there was a luwber yard on the edge of town,

There were but very few white people living in town and
there were none out in ths country; this country was wide opeix
at that timet There were no houses much in the ceuntry the
‘only houses being an occasional Indian house.. The Indians dtd
not live in town, but were ocut a few miles ﬁom town, On Sat-
urdays they would all come to tawn; this tewn used to be full
of Choctaws on Saturdays and it looked like everyone of them

would carry some kind eof a gun or a pistol.
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At first I did not know what to think of them for I
had not seen India'na before and was not used to seceing
people with guns on out in public., I sure did notknow
whathto do nor what to think so I began to ask about them
and the paop;e whcf had lived here among them told that they
were good people and would not hurt me and that they did
not bether the white people, but would kill ene ancther,

When I came here the town had ﬁo schools but there was
one church, & Methodist Church which is still here and is
being used as the First Methodist Church, Since then the'y
have built several churches; the Catholic people built a
church here and then they opensd up a school here, But be-
fore that time a Presbyterian preacher came here and put up .
a church, then put up a school which was called the Bréntly
school, This schoel ranm until -‘?t.;atehood or sometime befare
Statehoed, The town peeple finmlly got together and put a
p(ubliqfachool then the Brﬁntly school ceased to exist; they
n’ow have a goed public schoél\‘ in the tawn.

When I first came here and located thefe were lots eof

wild game, such as deer, turkeys énd all o_ther' game big and

small and there were lets of fish in

N

the ci'ecka and Kiamichi
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River, -We used to see tio ' fish fleating on top of the

. water and could get out on the shoals and kill and catch a1l
‘the fish we wanted in a little while. All we had to do was |
to get out away froam the house az.xd ki1l all the turkeys we
wanted and deer, toe, for the country was full of them. There
were bears in the mountains:; some of the pgoplle would kill
bears and sell them to people who lived in town, and the Chootaws
wouid sell venison to people in town, Some of them weuld sell a
pair of venison hams for about 25¢ and turkeys for about £5¢ a
piece, which was very cheap. i

¥hen I first landed here I worked as a day labeorer and them

I rented land and began faming'on a small scale, We raised
corn and some cotten‘wt at that time there was no gin here fse
we did not raise cotten much, We had to go to Paris, Texas, teo
get our cetton gined but could sell our corn here at home.

The Choctaws had small farms; they 41d net fam much at
any tin‘e.‘ They all had cattle md bogs and they 4id not have
to famm much te éct by for ths country was full of wild \gmg_
th‘st they could kill. .

I have never ‘hgen to an Indian camp meeting nor did b ¢

TTever-see-their-dances,. M&%}J}d attend ene of
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their ball games; they s;xre did have a ball game and it
looked to me 1ike they were fighting instead ef playing
e ball gams, | |
I have been among the Choctaw people ever since 1

came here and have raised my family here., The children
have attended school with the Indian children, end have
associated with them all theéir lives, I have traded with
them ever since I have been here and I find that the Choc-
taw peoeple are a fine people,

My father died {n Arkansas and my mother died here in
Antlers and is buried hers in the Autlers Cemetery,

I have never held any effice in the country, but was

at one time the bhead janitor at the State Capitel for three

>

years after Statehood.

4

! was here when the Locke war was on., I'did not see it

but I was in town when that war was pulled off at Locke's
house and saw the seldiers when they came down t¢ quel) the

disturdance, . -
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